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of Christ...”
Last month I wrote about the Annual Spring Convocation & Brueggemann/Kulenkamp lectures
at Eden Seminary. The guests at the lectures were three prominent Theologians, all of whom
talked about “The Emerging Church”- how the church is evolving into something completely
different in the modern day cycle of life. Their theory is that every 500 years or so, the church
undergoes a “metamorphosis.” What emerges is something even truer to the witness of our
faith than what it replaces. The church is undergoing one such “emergence” right now.

There are three great questions that are part of this Emergence; and these great questions are
fundamental to the developing incarnation of faith into which the church is currently evolving.
These questions are not ones that can be answered easily; as they require soul searching and
discernment to even grasp the aspect of the question, let alone the answer. Howeuver, these are
questions societies are struggling with as the Emerging Church develops.

The first question is one that we need to struggle with as a church. “What is my Theology of
Religion?” What a doozy. It is asking, “What do I really believe?” As the Emerging Church
develops and unfolds in our world, folks are asking what they really believe about God, Jesus,
the Holy Spirit, Salvation, Eschatology, Judgment, Heaven and Hell, Our Mission as
Christians, etc. For 400 years or so, societies have been parroting the Creeds and Critiques of
the Reformation Scholars and others; but for the Emerging Church, this is not enough. It is up
to us to define and articulate our own faith; to truly develop what it is we believe. In our
world, we live in dialogue with other faiths all the time; and most of them are adept at
articulating what they believe. If we cannot articulate our own faith, how can we be in
dialogue with others? A lack of articulation has caused some to simply withdraw from any
faith at all. As the church emerges into something new, this needs to shift.

More questions next month! -Pastor Rick
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FLOODING CONTINUES IN TENNESSEE

As rainfall subsides and floodwaters recede, monetary relief is beginning to flow into Tennessee,
where 52 of the state's 95 counties have been declared eligible for emergency funding.

"We don't have a good count yet for the number of homes affected," says Florence Coppola,
UCC executive minister for Disaster Ministries, "but local communities are getting organized.
Immediate money is available for housing rentals, which is great."At least 28 deaths have been
attributed to recent storms and flooding in the Southeast, including 19 in Tennessee.

UCC disaster response representative Connie Waidman, a long-term volunteer at Back Bay
Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi is working with the UCC's Southeast Conference team to plan best
steps in assisting flood victims. "We're sending out personal-protection equipment for
homeowners and volunteers to use when cleaning out their homes," says Coppola. "I'm sure there
will be people uninsured or underinsured. A lot of them don't have flood insurance because they
don't live in a flood plain."

On May 4, the Cumberland River, which flows through Nashville, was at 51.8 feet — 11.8 feet
above flood stage, according to the National Weather Service. While the Grand Ole Opry has
sustained damage and a few high-profile entertainers have incurred loss, Coppola says televised
news coverage of the flood paints only a swath of the bigger picture. "Those aren't the people
who are going to need the assistance,” says Coppola. "Please don't look at that as all that's
happened. What viewers aren't seeing are the homes of the people.”

The United Church of Christ, through our Disaster Relief Ministries, is working to provide relief
for the flooding in Tennessee; and has been in solidarity with the victims of the flooding since it
began. The United Church of Christ is supplying hygiene materials, food, supplies and shelter
for those in need. This ministry is made possible through gifts to the Bem Church Mission
Fund and Our Church’s Wider Mission. When you give to The Mission Fund, 85% of it goes
to Our Church’s Wider Mission, the work of our denomination where the “rubber meets the
road”. Remember those in need every Sunday through Our Church’s Wider Mission!

SCRIPTURES FOR JUNE, 2010

These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the
month of June. Read ahead! It is always beneficial if you read these before Sunday
morning; you will get much more out of worship that way! In June, we will be focusing on a
special Worship topic- “Who is God?” (See page 5 for more details)

June 6t - God Gives Us Life June 13t- God Is Gracious

“Death, Life and God” “Enter the House of God”

Hebrew Scriptures: 1 Kings 17:8-24 Psalter Lesson: Psalm 5:1-8
Psalter Lesson: Psalm 146 Gospel Lesson: Luke 7:36-50
Gospel Lesson: Luke 7:11-17 Epistle Lesson: Galatians 2:15-21
June 20t- God is our Parent June 27th- Who Is God?

“Cared for and Loved by God” “God: Next”

Hebrew Scriptures: 1 Kings 19:1-12 Hebrew Scriptures: 2 Kings 2:6-14
Psalter Lesson: Psalm 42 Psalter Lesson: Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
Gospel Lesson: Luke 8:26-39 Gospel Lesson: Luke 9:51-62
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR GRADUATES!

High School:
Mike Branson
Kristopher Havelka
Jacob Kohrmann
Alyssa LaValle
Jordan Ruffner
Danica Wirth

Colleges: Lindsey Mercer

Dana Chapman

CONGRATULATIONSTO A
TRUE C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N!
Congratulations to Morgan Aytes, who
won the spelling bee championship for

Owensville Middle School against Belle
Middle School!

Morgan competed in several rounds of
academic rigor to become the champion
speller at OMS; then went on to compete
against Belle’s best speller. She made
OMS proud! Congratulations Morgan!

SAVE YOUR INKJET

CARTRIDGES!

Please put your empty inkjet cartridges in
a plastic bag and bring them to church!

We are able to get discounts on our office
supply purchases based on inkjet
cartridges returned for recycling; a win-
win situation! We help the environment
with less plastic in landfills, and we help
our church budget as well.

We are currently getting $3 for every ink
jet cartridge returned! If we get enough
cartridges donated, we could cover the cost
of our paper, ink and offices supplies this
way; but we need your help. There is a
box in the sofa room for collecting these.
Thank you!

(Our fourth quarter 2009 income from
this program was $228.02!)

LYDIA’S HOUSE

BY THE NUMBERS

Lydia’s House is one of the missions Bem
Church supports through our Mission of
the Month program. We recently received
their annual report and wanted to share
with you the results of your support:

With the help of our donors and
volunteers, Lydia’s House provided
transitional housing and critical support
services to 133 domestic violence
survivors (50 women and 83 children)
during the fiscal year 2009 including:

27,546 nights of safety

3493 individual advocacy sessions
84 women’s support groups

99 children’s support groups

100 community meals and social
activities

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2010

Vicky Huebner, President; Keith Glaser, Vice President; Pat Branson, Treasurer;
Dee Ruegge, Secretary; Debbie Adams and Willis Howard, Trustees;
and Diana Halmick, Pastor Parish Relations Committee Representative.

What is going on in the United Church of Christ? Check it out at www.ucc.org!

3| Page



http://www.ucc.org/

The Scoop- June, 2010

PAIRS AND SPARES NEWS

Pairs and Spares will be meeting on Sunday, June 6™ and taking a Day Trip! We will gather
after church and head into Owensville for lunch; then to the Gasconade County Museum in
Owensville to check out their latest exhibits. Come join us!

WHAT IS YOUR DREAM FOR BEM CHURCH?

In what types of Mission should Bem Church be engaged? What would enhance our worship life
together? How should we be looking to the future, and where do you see us in five years? Ten
years? How will we go about getting there? What is your dream for Bem Church?

The Bem Church Council has authorized the formation of a Strategic Planning Committee for the
benefit of our mutual mission and ministry. The charge of this committee is to listen to the
congregation, pull your dreams together, and focus them into a suggested long range plan for
mission and ministry in this context, Bem Church.

You will be hearing many things from this Strategic Planning Committee in the next few months.
They will be asking questions and soliciting input as their process continues. They will be
holding “Dream Sessions” and discussions, all in an effort to hear what you have to say. Make
sure your voice is heard- be a part of focusing the Dream into clarity!

The first opportunity for voicing your dreams will be on June 6, right after church in the sofa
room. The Strategic Planning Committee will host a “Dream Session” to listen to your dream.
Stick around after church and help them dream about our potential- where are we headed? What
is your dream?

The members of the Strategic Planning Committee are: Gary Peanick and Suzan Wilson,
co-chairs; Paula Copeland, secretary; Virginia Buschmeyer; Glenn Mercer; Carole Dotson;
Alicia Kreter; and Tammy Havelka.

BEM CHURCH IS RECOGNIZED BY THE NATIONAL OFFICES OF THE ucc
The National Offices of the United Church of Christ have given us official recognition for our
continued faithful support of the missions and ministries of the United Church of Christ and the
covenant for ministry we share.

One certificate of recognition is for our continued support of Our Church’s Wider Mission, in
the amount of $6099.50 last year. This basic support is how we fulfill Jesus’ message in
Matthew 25:34-40 to “feed the hungry, quench the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit the sick and
in prison;” Our Church’s Wider Mission is how we are Christ in the world. Our Church’s
Wider Mission changes lives; and through Bem Church’s faithful support, that change is made
possible!

The other certificate of recognition is for being a “5 for 5 Congregation” in the United Church of
Christ in 2009. This means that we supported all five mission opportunities of the United
Church of Christ- “Neighbors in Need;” “Strengthen the Church;” “One Great Hour of Sharing;”
“The Christmas Fund;” and our basic support of “Our Church’s Wider Mission.”

Both certificates were signed by Geoffrey A. Black, the General Minister and President of the
United Church of Christ; and by Jeff Whitman, our Missouri Mid-South Conference Minister.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

This year’s VBS is June 6-10; registration forms were due May 30. Have you registered yet?
The theme is “Galactic Blast;” and it promises to be quite a blast indeed. Sign your children up
today! Questions? Contact Paula Copeland, Alyssa LaValle, or Kelsey Baxter, coordinators.

Wanted- donations of snacks for each evening of VBS! Fruit, veggies, cookies, juice, etc. Can
you help donate a few fresh items? Talk to Fran Huebner to coordinate snack donations!

Be present in worship on Sunday, June 13" when the VBS crew offers songs and blessings
from their program to God! You will want to be a part of this worship opportunity!

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM TO BEGIN- ROCK SOLID!

The Christian Education Committee has decided to begin a new curriculum next fall with a new
Sunday School program called, “Rock Solid!” This program is published by Cokesbury and
features curriculum for all ages from preschool on up to high school. We will be focusing on the
preschool through fifth grade classes with this curriculum.

In this program, each class has handouts and exercises based on the Biblical theme of the day.
The courses are divided into 13-week installments; and each installment is separated into three
different units. The units reflect the theme of the season, and the faith journey the church is
currently partaking.

We will be soliciting classroom leaders this summer. At present time, there are plans for four
teams (pre-k, K-1, 2-3 and 4-5) although this could change once we examine our enrollment and
run a few models. For each team, we will be soliciting a core of leadership that will rotate
among themselves the responsibility for each individual Sunday. We may be asking you to be a
part of the team!

Watch for more details from the Christian Education Committee, or talk to Suzan Wilson, chair.
This will be an exciting program! Come be a part of it!

WHO IS GOD?

Who is God? How would you describe God to someone who has never heard of God? What do
you really believe about God? About God’s nature? About God’s activity in Creation? Is God
always active in the world, or did God create and then leave us to our own designs? Is there a
“plan” that we are following in God’s grand scheme, or is everything up to chance?

As we live in a world that is more pluralistic all the time (many cultures and faiths living
together), how can we interact with other faiths if we cannot articulate our own?

Who do you believe God is?

We will be examining this question all through the month of June as we spend the summer
looking at some of our great questions of faith. Each Sunday in June, we will examine different
aspects of God’s nature. Topics include, “God Gives Us Life” (6/6); “God Is Gracious” (6/13);
“God is our Parent” (6/20); and “Who Is God?” (6/27). Come be a part of the discussion!

We will be considering the nature of Jesus in July, and the Holy Spirit in August. Let us learn
our faith together and be able to articulate it when asked! “Who is God?”
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ELECTRONIC GIVING IS ALL SET UP!

St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ is on-line with e-Give! To set up your weekly gift (or
monthly, or whatever you choose) go to www.egive-usa.com and follow the prompts on screen.
On the “givers” side of the page, click on the link that says, “Sign Up Today” and follow the
prompts. The whole process takes about 15 minutes or so to navigate; be sure to read the
directions! If you have any problems setting this up, you can contact the church office for
assistance. (You can always change or cancel your giving amount if you find that this service
does not suit your individual stewardship practices.)

This tool is optional; for folks who do not want to participate in electronic giving, that is just
fine, too! We felt it beneficial to provide this option for folks who are interested, so they can
avail themselves of the opportunity.

Is this as faithful as putting money in the plate when it is passed at church? Certainly. Whether
you choose to put your money in the plate when it is passed, or choose to set up a continuous gift
with e-give, -or choose to do both- you are making a promise of faith and acting upon it.
Faithful stewardship takes on many forms and is enacted in many ways; electronic giving is just
one of them.

For those who would like to participate in electronic giving but would also like to put something
in the plate on Sunday, how about taking your offering envelope and writing, “I gave online” on
it; then place it in the plate as a symbol of the faithful stewardship you are practicing! This may
sound redundant to some; but putting our offering in the plate is an important action; part of who
we are as Christians; living that action while giving on line is important as well.

Questions? Contact Pastor Rick or Carole and we will
do our best to help you answer them, or navigate the CAMP MO'VAL
website. Whatever form your stewardship takes, the Would you like to go to
mission and ministries of Bem Church will benefit Camp Mo-Val this year,
from your faithful dedication. but have not signed up yet? There
are still spaces available! Talk to
MISSOURI MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE Pastor Rickl
ANNUAL GATHERING Bem Church is sending 30
The Annual Gathering of the Missouri Mid-South campers to Mo-Val this year!

Conference will be held June 11-13, 2010 at Drury
University in Springfield, Mo. Plans are underway for an exciting and inspiring time together.
Our keynote speaker on Friday evening will be Rev. Dr. David Greenhaw, President of Eden
Theological Seminary. Our partners from Jamaica will offer a second keynote address during
the luncheon on Saturday; and Saturday afternoon Rev. Kris Tenney-Brittain will address the
theme of church renewal. There will also be several important business issues decided on,
including the election of our newly established Conference Council, adopting amendments to our
Conference Constitution and By-Laws, and ratifying changes to National UCC By-Laws. Many
important issues will arise at this meeting!

If you would like to go, contact Pastor Rick or Vicky Huebner, Council President.

Don’t forget your food pantry items this week! Bring a meal for Helping Hands!
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THANK YOU!  (Some thank you notes may be edited)

Dear Friends at Bem
The Family of Ira Licklider wishes to thank our many friends, relatives and neighbors for the
kind expressions of sympathy expressed to us during our time of loss. Thank you to our church
family for remembering Ira and Bernice on the prayer list over the years. Thank you to all who
came to express their sympathy, and for the tokens of love expressed by their understanding
handshakes. Thank you also for the cards of sympathy and the food brought to our homes.

To each and every one we are truly grateful! - The family of Ira Licklider

Dear Friends at St. John’s UCC (Bem)

Greetings from Eden! Thank you for your gift of $162.50 on April 13, 2010 to the Annual Fund.
Your gift is critical to the educational mission of the Seminary- for it helps to fill the gap
between the cost of tuition and the actual cost of educating students. We are indeed grateful.

This month we celebrate the 160" commencement of Eden Theological Seminary with the 38
women and men who are members of the class of 2010. This class is a gift that Eden received
from the church, and returns to the church. They join an inspiring group of alumni who in turn
transform congregations and ministries to which God calls them. Through your gifts and
prayers, you are a part of the great cloud of Witnesses that is woven into the fabric of Eden
Seminary and the ministries of those sent forth. For all these gifts, we give God thanks and
praise! With Thanksgiving, Doni Driemeier-Showers; Eden Director of Development

Dear St. John’s, Bem

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Helping Hands Outreach Center, | wish to thank the
members of your congregation for their very generous and loyal support of our food pantry
operation. Their donations of $105 and 15 bags of food items will help us to continue to provide
food and other emergency assistance to the very needy in our area.

The need continues to be great. From January to March 2010 we served an average of 295
households (796 individuals) each month. We are grateful for the selfless devotion of your
members, feeding those less fortunate than them. They are to be commended for their
generosity.  -Sincerely, Andrew J. Michel, President; Helping Hands Outreach Center

Dear Friends in Christ

Thank you for your gift to the United Church of Christ Haiti Earthquake Relief fund. The
January 12 earthquake is no longer the lead news story; yet Haiti remains on the hearts and in the
prayers of the people of the UCC. The situation remains challenging with the Government of
Haiti reporting a death toll at 300,000; and estimated 1.2 million homeless; and long term
rebuilding costs in excess of $11 billion.

We are grateful for partnerships which allow the United Church of Christ to be present in this
time, to accompany our Haitian Brothers and Sisters. Some of these partnerships include
CONASPEH, Church World Services (CWS) and ACT Alliance. Through the United Church of
Christ and our ecumenical partnerships, you are sharing your resources and helping to change
lives daily. Grace and Peace,

-Susan M. Sanders; One Great Hour of Sharing Administrator, United Church of Christ

Check out Eden Seminary’s website at www.eden.edu !
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JUNE SERVICE SCHEDULE Flowers: Ali Carey

Nursery Workers: Greeters: Lay Reader: Acolytes:
6/6: Allison Baker Clay Chapman & McFalls . Joey Oberle

& Sara Whelan Families Jim Crook & Bryan Aytes
6/13: Crystal Blankenship The John Kreter Family Jamie Schultz Devin Baxter

& Dana Chapman & Nathan Lewis
6/20: Nancy Jenkins Hester Tayloe & Jan McQueen Faye Howard Joey Oberle

& Suzan Wilson Families & Katie Havelka
6/27: Brenda Sieckmann Lee Kreter & Bruce Chapman Suzan Wilson Andrew Huellinghoff

& Sharon Bacon -

Families & Bryan Aytes
BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH

6/1- Marilyn Neuls, Jacki Piesbergen, Alexander Oberle; 6/2- Andrew Huellinghoff;

6/4- Dean Kreter; 6/5- Jim Licklider, Pastor Rick Oberle, Keith Glaser; 6/6- Emma Layman;

6/7- Hester Tayloe, Casey Heying; 6/8- Dan Graham, Jerry Adkison, Avery Kelley;

6/10- Bill Mitchell, Nancy Carl, Jennifer Steinman, Ricky Glaser; 6/11- Matthew Spurgeon;
6/13- Kevin Huebner, Taylor LaValle; 6/15- Pam Idel; 6/17- Tim Ley; 6/18- Danica Wirth,

6/18- Evie Landwehr; 6/19- Bernice Stockglausner; 6/20- Rita Licklider, John Keller;

6/21- Wyatt Kramme; 6/22- Jordyn Mittelhauser, Jim Koepke, Dawn Kreter, Ted Crosby;

6/23- Allison Baker, Brandon Czeschin; 6/24- Carly Jo Copeland, Amy Adkison,

6/24-Corey Wilson, Trevor Copeland; 6/25- Jill Oberkamp; 6/26- John Kreter, Ray Oldfather;

6/29- Brad Carey, Matt Fletcher; 6/30- Mal Huebner

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH

6/3- Paula & Rick Copeland, Fran & Mal Huebner; 6/5- Lori & Steve Adams

...Happy Birthday!

6/5- Evie & Bob Landwehr; 6/7- Leslie & Rob Copeland; 6/10- Dorathea & Jim Koepke;
6/11- Sharon & Russ Bacon, Vicki & Larry Branson; 6/13- Doris & Don Koepke;

6/14- Margaret & Dennis Frahm, Kim & Rick Oberle, Jan & Jack McQueen;

6/16- Jamie & Jeff Schultz; 6/17- Dana & Clay Chapman; 6/18- Christina & Curtis Aytes;
6/19- Peggy & Jim Schafer; 6/21- Dana & Rick Goodman; 6/28- Robin & Jerry Adkison,
6/28- Jennifer & Corey Steinman, Renee & Brandon Shaw; 6/29- Brandi & Chris Lauth

... Happy Anniversary!

ATTENDANCE

Date: Worship:
Sunday, April 4 258
Sunday, April 11 60
Sunday, April 18 103
Sunday, April 25 103
Total: 524
Sunday Average: 131

Last Year’s Avg: 155

Date: Worship:
Sunday, May 2 99
Sunday, May 9 133

Sunday, May 16 114
Sunday, May 23 118
Total: 464
Sunday Average: 116

Last Year’s Avg.: 118

For a copy of the St. John’s, Bem prayer list email Pastor Rick or call the church office!
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

General Fund
Balance as of 4-15-10
Income:
Offering
Tower
Reimbursements
Dinners
Interest
Other (Donations)
Total Income
Expense: Budgeted Items
Balance as of 5-15-10

Building Fund
Balance as of 4-15-10
Income:
Expense:

Repair, Maintenance
Balance as of 5-15-10

Cemetery Fund

Balance as of 4-15-10

Income: Envelopes
Interest

Total Income

Expense: Mowing, misc

Balance as of 5-15-10

Cemetery Fund CDs
Balance as of 5/15/10

Memorial/Gift Fund
Balance as of 4-15-10
Disbursements:

Tech. upgrades
Balance as of 5-15-10

Memorial Fund CD
Balance as of 5-15-10

$1550.

$8123
$550
$624
$1277
$267
$130
$10,971
($10,401)
$2120

$1620.
$115

(337)
$1698.

$2149
$45
$81
$170
(3820)
$1499

$65,239

$9699

(3991)
$8708

$1461

Etta & Gary Licklider VBS Account

Balance as of 5-15-10

$1405

Etta & Gary Licklider VBS Fund CD

Balance as of 5-15-10

$10,591

Pastor’s Housing Equity Fund

Balance as of 5-15-10
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$2774

Quilters
Balance as of 5-15-10 $316
Mission & Social Concerns
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1228
Special Offering Fund
Balance as of 4-15-10 $23717.
Income: Mission Fund $535.
CWS Blankets $364
Emmaus Home $465
Helping Hands $50
Total Income: $1414
Disbursements: ($880)
Balance as of 5-15-10 $2911.
Pairs and Spares
Balance as of 4-15-10 $1635
Income: $21
Expenses: Mission Work ($20)
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1636
Youth Fellowship Account
Balance as of 4-15-10 $862
Expenses: ($8)
Balance as of 5-15-10 $854.
Hospitality Committee
Balance as of 4-15-10 $1147
Expenses: ($83)
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1063
Hospitality Committee Savings Account
Balance as of 5-15-10 $585
Scholarship Funds
Checking $550
Ed. Jones Investments $4435
United Church Funds $158.171

Total Balance as of 3-31-10 $163,156
(Total Balance 12-31-09 was $160,009)

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT:

HOW ARE WE DOING IN 2010?
As of May 16, 2010 our Year to Date General
Fund offering is behind our Year to Date goal

by $1375 or 2%. Mission Fund giving is
behind Year to Date goal by $450 or 15%
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ST. JOHN'S UCC, BEM- JUNE 2010 CALENDAR
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES- 10:00am

June 2- Confirmation 5:00pm
Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 6:30pm
June 6- Strategic Planning Committee Congregational Dream Session 11:15am
Pairs and Spares meeting/lunch/day trip 11:30am
Lindsey Mercer Graduation Party at Church 2:00pm
June 6-8 Vacation Bible School! Dinner served-5:30; Program- 6:00-8:00pm
June 8-15 Carleton Senior and Jamaicans in town; going to Conference Mtg.
June 9- Owensville/Rosebud Ministerial Alliance at FBC 10:30am
June 11- Church Picnic at St. James, Charlotte 4:00pm-???
June 11-13 Annual Conference Gathering in Springfield
June 15- Council Meeting 6:30pm
June 25- Relay For Life 10:00pm
June 28- Mission Committee Meeting 6:30pm

QUILTING EVERY TUESDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM: BRING SACK LUNCH
YOGA EVERY MONDAY': 6:00-7:30pm

St. John's United Church of Christ NONPROFIT

1944 Bem Church Road U8 POSTAGE

Owensville, MO 65066 OWENSVILLE, MO
PERMIT NO. 59

To everyone in the home of:
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