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From the Pastor’s Keyboard... “Freedom”

The following devotional was emailed to me recently from our UCC Writer’s Group Daily Devotional
Service; a free service of the United Church of Christ supported by our contributions to Our Church’s
Wider Mission. I found it to be particularly meaningful as we contemplate freedom during this month
of Independence Day Celebrations. What does it mean to be free? Free for what? Free from what?

“...Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him,
"We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, 'You will be made free.”?” Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin.” -John 8:31-34

Reflection by Quinn G. Caldwell

To what are you enslaved? What forces, institutions, people direct your energy and productivity
without your consent? What are the drives, the needs, the addictions that control who you are and
what you do? From what do you long to be freed?

Jesus says that the truth of God as revealed in him has the power to free them from sin. I believe
that to be true, but I think Jesus was being a little too modest. I think the truth of God in Christ has
the power not just to free us from sin, which is anything that separates us from God. I think it also
has the power to free us from sins which separate us from ourselves, and from one another; things
like addiction, hatred, selfishness and fear— forces that enslave and separate. (Sins)

One of the ways God sets this power free in the world is the church. In the church, at its imperfect
best, we are reminded by good people as fragile and messed up as we are of our heritage as beloved
children of the Creator of the Universe, heirs to the promises of God. We are reminded that God

longs to be in control of our lives, and that we will be better—and freer—if we let it happen...”

The church, as imperfect as it is, is one place we can experience ‘freedom’- the right to choose our own
‘slavery’. Who/what rules/dictates your life? To what/whom are you enslaved? Whom will you serve?

I'll see you in worship! ~Pastor Rick
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BEM CHURCH IS ACTIVE IN GUATEMALA

“For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in
comfort too.” - 1l Corinthians 1: 5

From United Church of Christ Missionary Gloria Vincente, in Guatemala:

“There are a few "commodities™ and "luxuries™ our family had in Chicago which we no
longer have, relatively speaking, here in El Quiche, Guatemala. For example, having access
to potable (drinking & cooking) water is not only a national problem, but for our area has
been a years-long problem. The water truck drives down our street as early as 6 am every day
of the week honking the horn and selling water. We buy our water this way. It is then stored
in cisterns where the already murky water gets even murkier. Some days | wish | could
submerge myself in Lake Michigan to bathe - | miss it!

“Having access to potable water is not only a social problem but also an environmental one.
There have been mild droughts each of the recent years, but in the past year throughout most
of Guatemala and much of Central America, there was no rainfall whatsoever. Now the
government has officially announced a severe drought. The drought destroyed most of next
year's subsistence maize (corn) crops, and the cost of maize has increased astronomically.
Not only is there a lack of food for the upcoming year, but this has created a serious
economic hardship for most families. While historically, many rural residents have been
internally displaced, or uprooted from their communities due to colonialism, the 36 year old
armed conflict and the recent mining business, now many are being displaced due to grave
environmental changes. (lack of water) Yet there is something impressive about an
organization like Guatemalan Cultural Action (ACG) which has a staff so committed and
dedicated to improving the lives of each person in the community, even while living with
their own economic hardships.

Pray with me, giving thanks to God for the Guatemalan Cultural Action (ACG). May God
bless you and your family in everything you do to support me and my family and the ACG. |
humbly ask for your continued prayers.

Gloria Vicente serves as a United Church of Christ/Disciples of Christ Global Ministries
Missionary, in mission with Guatemalan Culture Action (ACG) as a youth and communication
worker. The United Church of Christ, through our Global Ministries Missionaries, is working to
be Christ’s hands and feet all over the world, including Guatemala. Gloria’s work helps provide
education and relief, a hand up to those in need. This ministry is made possible through gifts to
the Bem Church Mission Fund and Our Church’s Wider Mission. When you give to The
Mission Fund, 85% of it goes to Our Church’s Wider Mission, the work of our denomination
where the “rubber meets the road”. Remember those in need every Sunday through Our
Church’s Wider Mission!

Our own Lindsey Mercer spent two weeks in Guatemala earlier this year as well, providing aid
and volunteering at a hospital. Lindsey has spoken in church about this mission; talk to her one
Sunday if you are interested in hearing more! Bem Church is in action all over the world
through our own service, and through our covenanted ministries in the United Church of Christ!

Learn more about your United Church of Christ mission work at www.globalministries.org
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SCRIPTURES FOR JULY, 2010

These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the
month of July. Read ahead! It is always beneficial if you read these before Sunday
morning; you will get much more out of worship that way! In July, we will be focusing on a
special Worship topic- “Who is Jesus?” (See page 6 for more details)

July 4th — Jesus, our Leader July 11th- Jesus, our Teacher

“Freedom to Serve” “From Jerusalem to Jericho”

Epistle Lesson: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Epistle Lesson: Colossians 1:1-14
Galatians 6:7-16 Gospel Lesson: Luke 10:25-37

Gospel Lesson: Luke 10:1-11,16-20

July 18th- Jesus, Central to our Faith July 25th- Jesus Teaches us to Pray

“Focus” “Together in Prayer”

Epistle Lesson: Colossians 1:15-28 Epistle Lesson: Colossians 2:6-15

Gospel Lesson: Luke 10:38-42 Gospel Lesson: Luke 11:1-13

SPREAD THE LOVE

The Mission of the Month for the Month of July is Strengthen the Church; one of the four
special appeal offerings of the United Church of Christ. We will be collecting for Strengthen
the Church all month long.

“Spread the Love” is the theme for this year’s Strengthen the Church offering; and this offering
of love is one of the great ways we care for our fellow UCC members all over the United States
and beyond. Strengthen the Church spreads the love to United Church of Christ churches and
members by building the United Church of Christ’s future through the Still Speaking Ministry.
The Strengthen the Church offering helps spread the love to United Church of Christ churches
and members by renewing churches, enabling youth and young adult ministries, and providing
avenues for lay and pastoral leadership formation all across the United Church of Christ.

Wollaston Congregational United Church of Christ in the Massachusetts Conference is one
of the miracle stories enabled by spreading the love through our Strengthen the Church
offerings. Back in 2003 it looked like Wollaston would close. It had dwindled from 900
members to only 25. Thanks to our Strengthen the Church offerings, a “new church in an
old building” has been birthed. The newly revitalized church is now well known in the
community for its children’s outreach: Healthy Kids Vacation Camp; Super Kids Saturdays;
Family Fun Nights. They have grown a new heart for the mission field right in their own
neighborhood and are designated an “Intentional Turnaround Church” by their Conference.

Kirkwood UCC in a suburb of Atlanta, Georgia was another miracles story enabled by
spreading the love through our Strengthen the Church offerings. Kirkwood UCC began in a
coffee shop in this Atlanta suburb; now they have their own worship space, with a lively,
family-themed worship service each Sunday at 5:00pm and a more traditional service on
Sunday mornings. Their start up was enabled by our Strengthen the Church offerings!

Our support of Strengthen the Church is an important way to spread our love all over the UCC.
In 2008 we raised $392 for our Strengthen the Church offering. Can we meet or exceed that
this year? Give generously in July to this special Mission of the Month!
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CAMP MO-VAL

Would you like to go to camp this year,
but have not signed up yet? There are still
spaces available! Talk to Pastor Rick to
get signed up today!

Bem Church is sending 30 campers to
Mo- Val this year! Bem Church pays half
the fee for all members who want to attend
camp. This is a wonderful ministry for our
congregation; but the bill at the end of the
summer is steep! We are expecting a
$4000 bill in August!

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE!

Tend to forget your checkbook or
envelopes on Sunday mornings? Hate
worrying about writing a check during the
sermon or anthem? Tired of worrying
about “making up” your financial
stewardship when you are not in
attendance? Look into e-giving! E-giving
is now possible at St. John’s, Bem. For
more information, visit:
www.egive-usa.com; or check with Pastor
Rick or the church office.

SAVE YOUR INKJET

CARTRIDGES!

Please put your empty inkjet cartridges in
a plastic bag and bring them to church!

We are able to get discounts on our office
supply purchases based on inkjet
cartridges returned for recycling; a win-
win situation! We help the environment
with less plastic in landfills, and we help
our church budget as well.

We are currently getting $3 for every ink
jet cartridge returned! If we get enough
cartridges donated, we could cover the cost
of our paper, ink and offices supplies this
way; but we need your help. There is a
box in the sofa room for collecting these.
Thank you!

(Our first quarter 2010 income from this
program was $226!)

EDEN SEMINARY

BY THE NUMBERS

In the past five years, including this year’s
class, 317 Eden Women and Men
graduated to serve the church! Here are a
few more numbers:

25: Denominations have students at Eden

2: Recent Eden graduates are former FBI
agents

1: Current Eden Student is a former
elephant trainer

365: Churches have supported Eden in the
past 5 years with 1730 financial gifts

10,000: Number of pages the average
student at Eden reads in one year

$36,000: Annual cost to educate each
Eden Student

$12,800: Tuition charged to each student

$1060: Donated to Eden Seminary from
Bem Church in 2009

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2010

Vicky Huebner, President; Keith Glaser, Vice President; Pat Branson, Treasurer;
Dee Ruegge, Secretary; Debbie Adams and Willis Howard, Trustees;
and Diana Halmick, Pastor Parish Relations Committee Representative.

What is going on in the United Church of Christ? Check it out at www.ucc.org!
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PAIRS AND SPARES NEWS

There will be no Pairs and Spares meeting in July, as the first Sunday is July 4. The next
meeting will be August 1. Profit from the Country Store at the Church Picnic on May 29" was
approximately $575. Thank you to all who made this possible!

WHAT IS YOUR DREAM FOR BEM CHURCH?

In what types of Mission should Bem Church be engaged? What would enhance our worship life
together? How should we be looking to the future, and where do you see us in five years? Ten
years? How will we go about getting there? What is your dream for Bem Church?

The Bem Church Council has authorized the formation of a Strategic Planning Committee for the
benefit of our mutual mission and ministry. The charge of this committee is to listen to the
congregation, pull your dreams together, and focus them into a suggested long range plan for
mission and ministry in this context, Bem Church.

You will be hearing many things from this Strategic Planning Committee in the next few months.
They have been asking questions and soliciting input throughout this process. They have been
holding “Dreaming Sessions” and discussion groups, all in an effort to hear what you have to
say. Make sure your voice is heard- be a part of focusing the Dream into clarity!

The last opportunity for voicing your dreams will be on July 11, right after worship. The
Strategic Planning Committee will host a “Dreaming Session” to listen to your dreams. Stick
around after worship and help them dream about our potential- where are we headed? What is
your dream?

The members of the Strategic Planning Committee are: Gary Peanick and Suzan Wilson,
co-chairs; Paula Copeland, secretary; Virginia Buschmeyer; Glenn Mercer; Carole Dotson;
Alicia Kreter; and Tammy Havelka.

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM TO BEGIN- ROCK SOLID!

The Christian Education Committee has decided to begin a new curriculum next fall with a new
Sunday School program called, “Rock Solid!” This program is published by Cokesbury and
features curriculum for all ages from preschool on up to high school. We will be focusing on the
preschool through fifth grade classes with this curriculum.

In this program, each class has handouts and exercises based on the Biblical theme of the day.
The courses are divided into 13-week installments; and each installment is separated into three
different units. The units reflect the theme of the season, and the faith journey the church is
currently partaking.

We will be soliciting classroom leaders this summer. At present time, there are plans for four
teams (pre-k, K-1, 2-3 and 4-5) although this could change once we examine our enrollment and
run a few models. For each team, we will be soliciting a core of leadership that will rotate
among themselves the responsibility for each individual Sunday. We may be asking you to be a
part of the team!

Watch for more details from the Christian Education Committee, or talk to Suzan Wilson, chair.
This will be an exciting program! Come be a part of it!
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WHO IS JESUS?

Who is Jesus? We use a lot of colorful language to talk about Jesus; we call him the “Son of
God” and the “Prince of Peace” and the “Son of Man” and the “Blood of the Lamb.” What do
all of these platitudes mean? Moreover, what do we really believe about the entire crucifixion
event? What happened there, and how did that make sense? Was it a transaction, or a
revelation? What is it that we really believe? Who is Jesus?

As we live in a world that is more pluralistic all the time (many cultures and faiths living
together), how can we interact with other faiths if we cannot articulate our own?

Each Sunday in July, we will examine different aspects of Jesus’ existence, including: “Leader”
“Teacher” “Central to our Faith” and “Conduit to God.” Come be a part of the discussion!

We will be considering the nature of the Holy Spirit and the Church in August. Let us learn our
faith together and be able to articulate it when asked! “Who is Jesus?”

MISSOURI MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE ANNUAL GATHERING

The Annual Gathering of the Missouri Mid-South Conference was held June 11-13, 2010 at
Drury University in Springfield, MO. What an exciting gathering it was! We heard some
captivating presentations from David Greenhaw, President of Eden Seminary. He led worship
Friday evening, delivered a keynote address, and led us in a Bible Study Saturday morning. His
message concerned how we are all strangers sojourning in the world, and examined how we deal
with the stranger in our midst every day.

The business of the meeting involved passage of new by-laws for the Missouri Mid-South
Conference, reflecting our change in structure. We elected 15 people to our inaugural
Conference Council, part of the new change in structure. (Jamie Schultz was elected to this new
Conference Council!) We also elected General Synod delegates (Faye Howard was elected as
a delegate to General Synod!) and representatives to other United Church of Christ institutions.
We approved passage of amendments to the United Church of Christ National by-laws, reflecting
language changes regarding students discerning their call to seminary; and we approved the
formation of a relationship between the Missouri Mid-South Conference and the Community of
the Disciples of Christ in the Bokungu Region of the Congo.

Other speakers and presentations were celebrated as well, including an address to the gathering
from Rev. Norbert Stephens, The Regional Deputy Secretary of our partner churches in Jamaica.
Meaningful and inspiring worship rounded out the weekend, making it a moving time for all.

Perhaps the most meaningful part of the weekend, though was being in communion with our
partners from UCC churches all over the state of Missouri. Gathered together from many places
with one faith heritage joining us was inspirational in itself. Attending this gathering helps one
to grasp the reality of the covenant partnership we share.

Next year’s Conference Annual Gathering will be June 10-12, again at Drury University in
Springfield. Besides the Pastor, Bem Church is allocated two delegates, plus one youth
delegate; and as many visitors as would like to attend. Interested? Mark your calendars now and
talk to Pastor Rick!

Don’t forget your food pantry items this week! Bring a meal for Helping Hands!

6| Page



The Scoop- July, 2010

THANK YOU!  (Some thank you notes may be edited)

Dear Family at Bem

Thank you everyone for the cards, phone calls and visits during my time of recuperation. |
appreciated them all. It was a long, lonely time when | couldn’t get out. Each time | received a
card, phone call or a visit from one of you it made my day. It is great being able to be back with
you again! God bless you all! -Jackie Mitchell

Dear Friends at St. John’s UCC (Bem)

Greetings! Thank you for your gift of $41.50 on May 14, 2010 for the Annual Fund at Eden
Seminary. Your partnership with us in our educational ministry is so valued. We give thanks for
your deep commitment to this ministry and the covenant we share with the Church.

It was so nice to meet your confirmation class (on your visit here to Eden!) | hope you had a
great visit to Central Reform Congregation with Rabbi Susan Talve and City Museum and, of
course, Ted Drewes. Thank you so much for stopping by and introducing your gang to us!

With Thanksgiving, Doni Driemeier-Showers; Eden Director of Development

Dear Emmaus Home Friends-

Spring is finally here and the residents and clients of Emmaus are looking forward to taking
advantage of this lovely warm weather. Many of them will be visiting Grant’s Farm, taking
shopping trips, going to the movies or area restaurants, attending birthday parties and celebrating
holidays with families and friends.

Your donation of $260 helps us to continue to support the 245 women and men with
developmental disabilities who call Emmaus “their home”. By partnering with us, you are also
helping to provide the special services and rehabilitation programs that are needed to assist them
with their daily routines as well as enhance the quality of care for them.

On behalf of the entire Emmaus Family, thank you for your caring support and for this
wonderful gift!
Sincerely, Lisa A. Dryer; Executive Director; Emmaus Resident Trust Foundation

Dear Friends,

I want to thank you for your generous contribution of $737.50 through the Blankets Plus
Program. Thanks to caring donors like you, Church World Service can provide food, water and
other necessities to families displaced by war or natural disasters, as we are doing in Haiti now.
With your help, we can also assist impoverished communities as they work to improve their
farming techniques, develop reliable water resources, and build a more sustainable future.

While these are sobering days, I remain hopeful because of the creative, resilient women, men
and children we assist around the world; and because of caring people like you, who empower us
to act on your behalf in our wounded world. May God bless you for your compassionate
support.
-Faithfully yours, Rev. John L. McCullough, Executive Director and CEO,
Church World Service

Faith on the web: Check out Eden Seminary’s website at www.eden.edu
And Church World Service’s website: www.churchworldservice.org!
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JULY SERVICE SCHEDULE Flowers: Sadie Kohrmann

Nursery Workers:
7/4: Kim Oberle
& Jodi Layman

Greeters:

The Sonnie Dotson Family

Lay Reader:
Willis Howard

Acolytes:
Andrew Huellinghoff
& Joey Oberle

7/10: Nancy Kohrmann
& Tammi Branson

The Dave Ruffner Family

Rick Copeland

Devin Baxter
& Bryan Aytes

7/18: Brooke Johnson
& LeAnn Smith

Chuck Czeschin & Keith Glaser
Families

Debbie Adams

Andrew Huellinghoff
& Nathan Lewis

7/25: Judene Huellinghoff

Esther Tayloe, John Tayloe,

Paula Shockley

Katie Havelka

& Erin West Annette Burton & Tracy Behrens & Nathan Lewis
Families
BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH

7/2- Kolby Baker; 7/3- Jackie Adkison; 7/6- Carl Landwehr, Sonnie Dotson, Emma Jenkins;
7/7- Hayley Lenauer; 7/9- Troy Kreter, Jeff Koepke; 7/12- Parker Johnson; 7/13- Jim Schafer;
7/14- Hugh Steinman; 7/17- Jan McQueen; 7/21- Darin Layman, Aimee Hansel,

7/22- Linda Blankenship, Matt Ruegge; 7/25- Steve Hullinghoff, Kristen Smith;

7/27- Don Enke; 7/31- George Wnuk ...Happy Birthday!

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH
7/2- Connie & Jeff Koepke; 7/8- Connie & Jim Licklider; 7/13- Laura & Charlie Shore

7/14- Pamela & Richard Koepke; 7/19- April & Brian Jardes; ...Happy Anniversary!
ATTENDANCE

Date: Worship: Date: Worship: Date: Worship:
Sunday, April 4 258 Sunday, May 2 99 Sunday, June 6 99
Sunday, April 11 60 Sunday, May 9 133 Sunday, June 13 148
Sunday, April 18 103 Sunday, May 16 114  Sunday, June 20 87
Sunday, April 25 103 Sunday, May 23 118  Sunday, June 27 71

Sunday, May 30 90

Total: 524 Total: 554  Total: 405
Sunday Average: 131 Sunday Average: 111 Sunday Average: 101
Last Year’s Avg: 155 Last Year’s Avg.: 118 Last Year’s Avg.: 112
Sunday, July 18-

Don’t miss church on Sunday, July 18%; we will have several special guests in
worship from Camp Mo-Val! Rev. Carole Barner is directing camp with Pastor Rick
that week, and she will be helping lead worship, along with the counselors and staff
from Mo-Val for that week! Come welcome our guests that Sunday in a big Bem
Church way!

For a copy of the St. John’s, Bem prayer list email Pastor Rick or call the church office!
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

General Fund

Balance as of 5-15-10 $2120.
Income:

Offering $8609

Picnic $7779

Tower $550

Reimbursements $2009

Dinners $670

Interest $54

Other (Donations) $196
Total Income $19,867
Expense: Budgeted Items ($12,987)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $9000
Building Fund
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1698.
Income: $100
Expense:

Repairs, Maintenance ($1539)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $259.
Cemetery Fund
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1499
Income: Envelopes $210

Interest $86
Total Income $296
Expense: Mowing, misc ($875)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $920
Cemetery Fund CDs
Balance as of 6/15/10 $65,239
Memorial/Gift Fund
Balance as of 6-15-10 $8708
Memorial Fund CD
Balance as of 6-15-10 $1461
Etta & Gary Licklider VBS Account
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1405
Income:

Gifts in memory of Ira L. $335
Balance as of 6-15-10 $1740
Etta & Gary Licklider VBS Fund CD
Balance as of 6-15-10 $10,591
Pastor’s Housing Equity Fund
Balance as of 6-15-10 $2774
Quilters
Balance as of 5-15-10 $316
Income: Picnic $2320
Expense: Quilt Top ($200)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $2436
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Mission & Social Concerns

Balance as of 5-15-10 $1228
Income: Picnic $730
Expense: Picnic Change $125
Balance as of 6-15-10 $1833
Special Offering Fund
Balance as of 5-15-10 $2911.
Income: Mission Fund $680
CWS Blankets $324
Shannondale $92
Helping Hands $75
Total Income: $1171
Disbursements: ($2818)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $1264.
Pairs and Spares
Balance as of 5-15-10 $1636
Income: Picnic $744
Expenses:
Mission Work ($400)
Picnic Change/misc ($148)
Total Expenses: ($548)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $1636
Youth Fellowship Account
Balance as of 5-15-10 $854
Expenses: St. Louis activity ($266)
Balance as of 6-15-10 $588.
Hospitality Committee
Balance as of 6-15-10 $1063
Hospitality Committee Savings Account
Balance as of 6-15-10 $585
Scholarship Funds
Checking $550
Ed. Jones Investments $4502
United Church Funds $158.171

Total Balance as of 6-15-10 $163,223
(Total Balance 12-31-09 was $160,009)

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT:

HOW ARE WE DOING IN 2010?
As of June 20, 2010 our Year to Date General
Fund offering is ahead our Year to Date goal;
but three big quarterly bills due 6/30 will turn

this black to red! Mission Fund giving is behind
Year to Date goal by $570 or 15%
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ST. JOHN'S UCC, BEM- JULY 2010 CALENDAR
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES- 10:00am

July 6- Membership Care Committee Meeting 2:00pm

July 7- Owensville/Rosebud Ministerial Alliance at FBC 10:30am
Confirmation 5:00pm

July 10- Courtni Croshy/Kyle Kolb Wedding 3:00pm

July 11- Strategic Planning Committee Congregational Dream Session 11:00am

July 13- Council Meeting 6:30pm

July 14- Youth Group Advisor’s Meeting 4:00pm
Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 6:00pm

7/14-7/17 Crawford County Fair

July 26- Mission Committee Meeting 6:30pm

July 27- Grape Country Cluster at Casco 7:00pm

7/28-7/31 Gasconade County Fair

July 30- Youth work Ice Cream Booth at Gasconade County Fair

August 4™- Confirmation Class Trip to Food Pantry

August 7"- Fundraising Event at Bem Church- details to follow

August 28"- Bem Church Fall Picnic 4:00-77?

August 29"- Pool Party/BBQ at Camp Mo-Val 12:00-5:00

QUILTING EVERY TUESDAY 9:00AM-2:00PM: BRING SACK LUNCH
YOGA EVERY MONDAY': 6:00-7:30pm

St. John's United Church of Christ NONPROFIT

1944 Bem Church Road U5 POSTAGE

Owensville, MO 65066 OWENSVILLE, MO
PERMIT NO. 59

To everyone in the home of:
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