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“…no matter who you 

are or where you are    

on life’s journey,         

you are welcome here   

in the United Church    

of Christ…” 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard…      "In the Beginning” 
 

Did you realize that there is not one Creation story in Genesis?  In fact, there are two.  

Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 2:4 give us two conflicting, separate accounts of Creation. 
 

In Genesis 1, God creates in an orderly fashion.  Day One, God creates Day and Night; and 

then God rests.  Day 2, God creates Sky and Sea; and God rests.  Day 3 God Creates land 

and vegetation; and God rests.  Day 4 God creates the stars, sun and moon and set them in 

orbit; and God rests.  Day 5, God creates birds, fish, sea monsters, and other creatures of 

sky and sea; and God then rests.  Day 6 was a biggie- on that day God created earth 

creatures, including wild animals, cattle and creepy crawlies.  Then, “God created 

humankind in God’s image…male and female God created them.”  God then blessed them, 

and gave them dominion (a charge to keep) over all of creation.  Day 7, God rested. 
 

Genesis 2 completely contradicts Genesis 1.  In Genesis 2, God creates MAN first, “when no 

plant of the field was yet on the earth.”  God Creates MAN by forming him from the dust of 

the ground and breathing into his nostrils.  Then, everything God creates is to please 

man- the earth, vegetation, gardens, the stars above, the fish in the deep, the animals 

across the earth.  All for the benefit of MAN.  Then, to make creation complete, God 

creates WOMAN not just out of thin air but from the very bones of MAN.  God’s acts of 

creation are finished when humanity is complete. 
 

So which creation story is “TRUE”?  These two Creation stories illustrate the problem 

with relegating the Bible to a simple “literal” understanding; regarding it as simply a 

historical document (as many try to do to sell tickets to movies and museums).  The 

complexity and the beauty of the Bible are far deeper and richer than simply “literal” or 

simply “historical” or simply an “instruction book”  
 

Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 both have important stories to tell us; not about what God did, 

but about who God is.  These stories give us insight and depth into the very essence of 

God’s character.  Genesis 1 tells us about God’s intentionality and methodical approach 

to creation; Genesis 2 is intimate, telling us about God’s love and passion for humanity.  

When one digs deeper than a surface literalism, there is a whole lot more to know and 

love about God- revealed in God’s Wisdom, the stories of our traditions!  

-Pastor Rick 

 
St. John's, Bem United Church of Christ 
1944 Bem Church Road; Owensville, MO  65066 

Phone:  573.437.3698 Parsonage:  573.437.4776 

Website:  www.bemchurch.com 

Pastor:  Rev. Richard Oberle email:  rick@bemchurch.com 

Secretary:  Carole Dotson  email:  carole@bemchurch.com 

Organist:  Jamie Schultz    Custodian:  Nancy Kohrmann 

Choir Director:  Cheryl Bohl President:  Glen Mercer   

Cemetery Sexton:  Lee Kreter Visual Arts Coordinator:  Paula Shockley 

 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
mailto:carole@bemchurch.com
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SPECIAL WAYS WE SHARE GOD’S LOVE 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission offering of the UCC that helps us to:  

Build sustainable communities. OGHS supports self-help programs in more than 80 nations to build 

sustainable communities that enable people to stand against and rise above hunger, disease, illiteracy, 

and other forces of injustice that deny and destroy dignity.  

Respond to disaster. OGHS provides emergency and long-term assistance to people in the aftermath 

of hurricanes, tornados, storms, floods, tidal waves, fires, explosions, technological disasters, civil 

strife, war, or other natural or human-caused events. We respond to a disaster every 2.5 days, on 

average.  

Minister to refugees. OGHS responds with advocacy and help, hope and hospitality, for people who 

have been uprooted from their home of origin. More than 30 million of the world's people are 

uprooted at any given time.  

In cooperation with Global Ministries, Church World Service, Action by Churches Together, Interchurch 

Medical Assistance, Foods Resource Bank, Oikocredit, Freedom from Hunger and hundreds of local 

partners around the world, One Great Hour of Sharing is part of a remarkable network of service and 

caring that is efficient, effective and faithful. 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American 

Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries 

(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through 

grants.  Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing justice work in their 

communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing 

and advocacy to address systemic injustice.  
 

Strengthen the Church:  A little love can go a long way.  When our lives become unpredictable or 

chaotic, when we’re facing into a storm, when we’re weary and discouraged, fearful or confused… a little 

love can give the boost we need.  Many of us find that love in our church.  But there are many people still 

seeking and yearning for a little love, a little hope, and a reassuring word.  They have not found a church 

that’s reaching out with an extravagant welcome, where they can hear the message of the unconditional 

love of our still speaking God.  That’s where Strengthen the Church steps in.  Each year, we receive a 

special offering that helps the church’s love to grow and thrive. Called Strengthen the Church, this 

offering funds new congregations and renews existing ones. It supports programs for youth and young 

adults and nurtures current and future leaders. And it sends the God is Still Speaking Ministry’s message 

of extravagant welcome and inclusivity into our world. 
 

The Christmas Fund: Remembering Those Who Serve Our Church.  This offering provides financial aid 

to retired and active ministers and their surviving spouses and children who face overwhelming financial 

demands, a ministry carried out by the Pension Boards. 
 

These four special offerings of the United Church of Christ were funded in 2012, 2013 and 2014 (and 

will be funded in 2015) from Bem Church through The Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund.  We were 

able to give $500 to each of these special offerings, thanks to the growth of that Fund and the foresight of 

Dorothy Rippeto.  When we received her endowment in 2010, we invested a Biblical Tithe (10%) into 

this fund, The Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund.  Each year, a portion of earnings from that fund are 

distributed to these special appeals that share God’s love with all the world. 
 

The Rippeto Estate Funds, along with other endowments left to us by Yvonne King, Verna Froelker and 

Herbert Hilkebaumer, have continued to keep the mission and ministries of Bem Church thriving over the 

past few years as they have grown.  These final gifts have been blessings, and a way for their legacies to 

live on at Bem Church in mission, ministry and education.  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

 

http://132.132.2.40/oghs/build.htm
http://132.132.2.40/disaster/index.html
http://132.132.2.40/ministries/refugees/index.html
http://www.magiproject.org/
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SCRIPTURES FOR JANUARY  
These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the 

month of January.  Read ahead!  It is always more beneficial if you have read the scriptures 

before Sunday morning.   

1/4- Epiphany Sunday  

Lindsey Mercer’s Chiapas Presentation 

 “Christ is Revealed” 

Hebrew Scriptures:       Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalter Lesson:       Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Gospel Lesson:       Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 

1/18- Worshipful Work/Annual Meeting 

Preparing for our Future 

 “Rolling Up Sleeves- Ready to Work” 

Hebrew Scriptures:        1 Samuel 3:1-10 

Psalter Lesson:       Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 

Gospel Lesson:    Matthew 1:1-11 
 

1/11- The Baptism of Christ 

New Beginnings 

“The Meaning of the Waters” 

Hebrew Scriptures:             Genesis 1:1-27 

Epistle Lesson:  Acts 19:1-7 

Gospel Lesson:    Matthew 1:4-11 
 

 

1/25- Commissioning Sunday 

Margie Lange Here 

“Come, Follow Me” 

Hebrew Scriptures:  Jonah 3:1-5 

Psalter Lesson:           Psalm 62:5-8 

Gospel Lesson:    Mark 1:14-20
 

BEM CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Annual Congregational Meeting of St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ will be Sunday, January 

18 at 10:00am.  Again this year, our morning will center on Worshipful Work. 
 

Often, we attempt to segregate our lives, putting ‘worship’ in one box and ‘business’ in another.  We 

forget that in the church, ‘business’ is also ‘worship’.  When we work together, whether at congregational 

meetings, dinners, picnics or work days around the building and grounds, we are celebrating ecclesial 

communion (fellowship) and being stewards of God’s gifts to us.  This too is a form of worship. 
 

So we again this year, we will be combining the elements of Sunday morning worship services with 

reports on our common ministry, business actions that set the tone for that ministry, and a call to 

stewardship that is reflective of who we are as God’s children.  We anticipate our worshipful work to 

conclude about 11:30 that day. 
 

AGAPE CLINIC- BEM CHURCH MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Did you know there is a free health clinic in Belle, Missouri?  The clinic is at 103 North Alvarado in 

Belle, MO and can be reached by phone at 573.859.3202.  The Agape Clinic is one of the mission 

agencies that is supported by many United Church of Christ Congregations in this area. 
 

Margie Lange, RN, FNP is present every Thursday from 11:00am-5:00pm, ready to provide health care to 

all who are in need.  She focuses her practice on preventative care and health screenings.  She can also 

provide prescriptions to those in need.  (No medications are kept on the premises)  Margie requests a $10 

donation from clients, but that is not a requirement.  The clinic bills are offset by donations and sponsors.  

The Agape Clinic is governed by a Board of Directors, who enable this ministry as they can.  No 

insurance money or state aid is collected, or accepted! 
 

The Agape Clinic is a wonderful example of how we can change the world when we accept the 

responsibility of being God’s hands and feet in action.  Margie Lange will be here to speak with us 

during worship on January 25; don’t miss out on her compelling witness!  
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GENERAL SYNOD OPPORTUNITY 
Every two years, General Synod brings together thousands of faithful members of the United Church of 

Christ for formal church witness, inspirational worship, and fellowship with friends (new and old). 

June 25-30 2015, thousands from across the country (and abroad) will gather for General Synod 30 in 

Cleveland, Ohio — the birthplace of the United Church of Christ. Together, we will discern resolutions of 

witness, church structure, and function. We will stand up for issues that demand a faithful witness. And 

we will join together in worship each day to lift up the Stillspeaking God. 
 

At General Synod 30, we will explore some of the "Unexpected Places" where we hear God’s voice, 

encounter the Spirit, and find the United Church of Christ lifting up its witness in the world.  There will 

be workshops on issues of faith, dynamic speakers, and uplifting worship.  Several members of Bem 

Church will be attending:  Jeff Weyrauch is a delegate from the Missouri Mid-South Conference, Lindsey 

Mercer will be attending with Elena Martinez from Global Ministries; and Pastor Rick will be attending 

as a visitor.  This is your opportunity to come along as well, to visit the UCC church house (headquarters 

of our denomination) and find out more about how the United Church of Christ is actively doing God’s 

work in the world.  This is an exciting opportunity, relatively close to home!  Expense is minimal, due to 

the close location.  Interested in attending?  Talk to Pastor Rick!  Registrations are due in March. 
 

PARSONAGE UPDATE 
The Parsonage renovation project is (almost) done!  There are still a few details to finish up and a few 

final bills to be paid; but the renovation is well into the home stretch now.  Pastor Rick and family moved 

back in on November 22, and in just a few days had their “pod” unloaded and began settling in.  We 

celebrated this milestone in the life of Bem Church with an open house and dedication ceremony on 

December 20.  What a great day that was as Bem Church members visited with each other in this new, 

wonderful space! 
 

This project is a great feather in the cap of Bem Church.  This renovation has turned a physical liability 

into an asset; one that will reap rewards well into the future of this church.    Moving forward in this way 

is paving the way for great new adventures in the future, as we look for exciting ways to do God’s work 

in the world.  If you have not had a chance to experience the renovated parsonage yet, talk to Pastor Rick 

or Kim; they would love to coordinate a tour for you!  (A more detailed report, including financial 

information, will be in the Annual Meeting Packet.) 
 

Many thanks to all who made this project possible, especially to John Kehoe, who donated 88 hours of his 

time to paint the house, and coordinated the donation of paint; also to Lee and Jessie Horstmann, who 

donated the use of their “extra house” for Pastor Rick and family to stay in during the renovation.  Local 

businesses including Pioneer Home Center, Winter’s Flooring, Rosebud Appliance, Baker Custom 

Flatwork, Jahabow and others gave us very good deals on materials and workmanship; and contractor 

Dean Pohlmann did an admirable job pulling it all together.  Thank you to all for your amazing work!   

(Special thanks also to Lois Ruffner, Carl Landwehr, Lee Kreter, John & Debbie Adams, Glen Mercer, 

Larry & Vicki Branson, Travis Kramme, Willis Howard, Asa Baker, Kolby Baker, Bryon Baker, Jeff 

Koepke and everyone who worked so hard on this project!  Your efforts are appreciated!)        
 

WHAT IS GOING ON IN CHIAPAS? 
Don’t miss worship on January 4- Lindsey Mercer will be talking about her work in Chiapas, as our 

mission representative through Global Ministries.  She will be presenting information and showing 

pictures about her work during the 10:00 worship service.  Before worship- she will be hosting informal 

discussion in the sofa room, from 9:00-9:45.  This is the place to go and talk with her about what she is 

doing, and ways she is effecting change in God’s world.  Come early on January 4 and visit with 

Lindsey in the sofa room!  (We will have another forum with her before worship on January 18, too.)   
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TIME PASSAGES… 
This last quarter of 2014, we celebrated the following events in our congregational life together… 
 

Funerals… 

We celebrated the life of Dale Adkison, who passed from this life to the next on October 11, 2014.   His 

life was celebrated at the  Adkison Farm on October 19. 
 

We celebrated the life of Jesse Wood on October 20, 2014.  Jesse was not a member of Bem Church, but 

a friend in the community; Pastor Rick officiated his funeral. 
 

Weddings… 

Lori Griffith and Patrick Thompson were united in matrimony by Pastor Rick in a ceremony at the 

White Mule Winery on October 4, 2014.  We wish them much happiness together! 
 

Rhonda Glaser and Melissa Burnett were united in matrimony in a ceremony at Unity Church in 

Kansas City on December 22, 2014.  Congratulations to them both!  We wish them much happiness! 
 

Baptisms… 

We celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism with Decker Admiral Jardes, his parents April and Brian, his 

grandparents Pam and Chuck Idel, and the rest of his family on October 5, 2014. 
 

We celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism with Tyler Gibson and Laurynn Tallent, both of whom were 

baptized in the Bem Church Sanctuary prior to their confirmation on November 30, 2014. 
 

We celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism with Leo Altemeyer, his parents Anita and Kris, and the rest of 

his family on December 7, 2014. 
 

New Members… 

We received 10 new members into the life of our church; all by affirmation of faith.  On November 2, 

2014 we received Lee and Jessie Horstmann into our family fellowship; and on November 30, we 

received Asa Baker, Gene Behrens, Tyler Gibson, Brant Littrell, Alexander Oberle, Kristen Smith, 

Laurynn Tallent & Taylor Wildebrandt through the rite of Confirmation.      
 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR BEM CHURCH  

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS 
 

Congratulations to Courtney Shockley, who graduated from Mizzou in December with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Health Sciences.  She has been accepted to Goldfarb School of Nursing, and will be starting 

there in January, working towards her RN.  Congratulations, Courtney! 
 

Congratulations to Lindsey Mercer, who has been re-appointed by Global Ministries to serve the people 

of Chiapas for another year!  She has done great work with them the past two years, teaching English and 

helping in the areas of Public Relations, media, and church relationships. She is currently home for the 

holidays until January 27.  She is very highly regarded in Chiapas.  Congratulations, Lindsey!        
 

GRAPE CLUSTER MEETING JANUARY 8 
The Grape Country Cluster will be meeting on January 8, 2:00pm at St. James, Charlotte United Church 

of Christ.  Our gatherings usually last about two hours; and during that time we have presenters and talk 

about ways that we can work together as churches.  All are invited to attend!  At our January 8 meeting, 

Lindsey Mercer will give the gathering an update on work in Chiapas; and we will talk about our 

understandings of the NAACP march down Highway 50 last month, and the responses of many in our 

community to that march.  Come be part of the discussion!  For info, see Pastor Rick.    
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THANK YOU!    (Some Thank-you notes may be edited for length) 
 

Dear St. John’s UCC Congregation, 

Thank you for the generous donation of $231 from your congregation to the Agape Clinic.  (Donations 

year to date- $1043.) We are so grateful to all of our partners in Christ who support our mission of serving 

God’s people!     -With sincere gratitude and God’s Blessings,  

       Margie Lange RN, FNP-BC 

 

Dear Friends, 

Your generous donation  of $366 to the Church World Services Blankets + program tells people in crisis, 

“You are not alone; someone cares.”  We are deeply grateful for your support.  Because of your 

compassion, families who have lost their homes to tornadoes, floods, earthquakes and other disasters are 

getting help with blankets, emergency food and shelter- and with rebuilding their lives.  People struggling 

against crushing poverty and harsh climates are learning sustainable farming practices that will help them 

keep food on the table, and take it to market.  Vulnerable children have access to clean, safe water and the 

nutritional food essential to growth, development and life itself.  May God bless you for your support. 

 -Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO; Church World Services 

 

Dear Pastor Oberle, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Helping Hands Outreach Center, I wish to thank the members of 

your congregation for their continuing generous support of our food pantry operation.  Your donation of 

$205 is greatly appreciated.  We continue to serve over 1100 individuals every month in our regular food 

pantry operation, plus 200+ households at our monthly mobile market and 61 Gasconade County R-2 

students weekly in the backpack program.  We are grateful for the members of Bem Church, and your 

willingness to help meet the hunger needs in Gasconade County.   

 Sincerely, Andrew J. Michel, President; Helping Hands Outreach Center 
 

St. John’s, Bem, 

We are so grateful for the Noah’s Ark quilt you donated to Festival of Sharing.  During the auction on 

October 18
th
, your quilt and others donated raised a total of $27,000.  We want you to know that your 

hours of dedication and the art you created is such a blessing.  When you shared your lovely quilt, you 

financially supported the programming of Church World Services and their work in the world.  This gift 

continues the celebration of God’s abundance.  Blessings and thanks to you! 

 -Angela Olsen; Mission, Service and Justice Strategist; Festival of Sharing 
 

Dear Pastor Rick, 

I just wanted to say thank you for the care package you and the church sent me!  It was very thoughtful 

and I appreciate it a lot.  It is nice to know I have you guys back home supporting me! 

 -Garret Baker 
 

Pastor Rick, 

Thank you so much for the care package and for the members of Bem Church who donated the food items 

and the time to put them together!  Once my Marines saw what was in the box, the food did not last me 

nearly as long as I hoped!  Tell the church I said Thank You for their continued support and prayers! 

 -Corporal Jacob Korhrmann 
 

Pastor Rick. 

I want to thank the church family for the care package I received!  I cannot express how nice it was to get 

some goodies.  It definitely lifted my spirits!  I was so thankful to get some of that amazing apple butter 

that our church makes.  Thank again, I really appreciated it! 

 Sincerely, Alyssa LaValle      
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KEEP SAVING… 
 “Best Choice” labels 

 “Box Tops for Education” 

 Used Ink jet cartridges  
 Eyeglasses 

 Empty prescription bottles 

 Cancelled postage stamps 

 Campbell’s labels   

There is a collection point for these in 

the Sofa Room.  These items help the 

ministries of Bem Church! 

 

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE! 
E-giving is available at Bem Church!  Not 

everyone will want to participate, and that 

is okay; but for those who do, this is a very 

helpful way to be intentional about your 

support of our shared mission and ministry 

work, and a great benefit to cash-flow 

issues that always are present in church 

finances.   
 

For more information, visit: 

www.egive-usa.com;  

Or talk to Pastor Rick, Carole, or a Church 

Council Member. 

 

 

BEM CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
The Bem Church Office is closed on 

Fridays. Carole is available (usually) 

Monday through Thursday 9:00am-

2:00pm.  Please leave a message if the 

machine picks up- often we are here, just 

away from the phone! 

 

 

 

THE UPPER ROOM 
Do you do the Upper Room? 
 

The Upper Room is a devotional book 

designed for people to use at home to help 

focus their faith, and celebrate God’s 

presence in their lives.   
 

This devotional is supplied free of charge 

by the Bem Church Pairs and Spares group 

to anyone who wants one and will use one.  

They are on the small table in the back of 

the Sanctuary.   Pick one up- use it- for 

yourself, or for the whole family!   
 

BEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Glen Mercer, President; Jeff Koepke, Vice President; Stephanie Kramme, Secretary;  

Jerry Nesslage, Treasurer; Brad Czeschin & Darin Layman, Trustees;  

Vicki Branson, Pastor/Parish Relations Committee Representative 

EMMAUS HOMES BY THE NUMBERS 
 

2013 data (from 2013 Annual Report) 
 

282 People served by Emmaus Homes 

177 Female 

105 Male 

26 At the St. Charles Campus 

85 At the Marthasville Campus 

171 In the Community 
 

2 Homes on the St. Charles Campus 

10 Homes on Marthasville Campus 

62 Community Homes 
 

Revenues 

$21,408,745 Government Funding 

$1,378,478 Fundraising Efforts 

$758,751 Investment Income 

$53,508  Other Income 

$23,599,482 Total Income 
 

Expenses 

$19,509,144 Residential Care 

$366,109 Recreation Programs 

$2,911,707 Administration 

$530,149 Fundraising  

$23,317,109 Total Expenses 
 

   

 

 

http://www.egive-usa.com/
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JANUARY SERVICE SCHEDULE  Flowers:  Fran Huebner 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 
1/1- Jackie Mitchell; 1/2- Barb Parker; 1/4- Chris Lewis, Jack McQueen;  

1/5- Bruce Chapman, Courtney Shockley; 1/8-Andrea Stout, Brooke Wildebrandt,  

1/8- Everett Scheel, Nathan Lewis, Beth Sieckmann; Glen Mercer 

1/10- Don Brand, Teresa Ringeisen; 1/12- Dee Ruegge; 1/14- Ken Adkison, Brandon Lenauer; 

1/17- Ashlee Shaw; 1/19- Dorathea Koepke; 1/20- Chirley Enke, Ken Glaser, Laurynn Tallent;  

1/21- Drew Layman, Chris Lauth; 1/22- Chad Peanick, Andrew Carey, Eric Kinman;  

1/23- Dawson Peters; 1/28- Trisha Mistler; 1/29- Decker Jardes, Clara Decker;  

1/31- Becca Sieckmann         …Happy Birthday!  
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 
1/6- Nancy & Dennis Jenkins; 1/8- Jan & Mike Yamnitz; 1/14- Allison & Bryon Baker;  

1/26- Jodie & Corey Wilson; 1/29- Debbie & John Adams, Vera & John Kreter   

         …Happy Anniversary! 

ATTENDANCE 

September 7 102 October 5 120 November 2  113 December 7 131 

September 14 63 October 12 93 November 9  92 December 14 114 

September 21 118 October 19 109 November 16  88 December 21 135 

September 28 89 October 26 115 November 23  135 December 28 60 

      November 30  161     Quarter 

Total: 372 Total:  437 Total   589 Total 440 Avg. 

Average: 93 Average: 111 Average:    118 Average: 110  TY: 108 

Last Year:  87 Last Year: 88 Last Year:  124 Last Year: 110  LY: 102

   
 

Don’t miss “Worshipful Work,” our gathered worship service and Annual Congregational 

Meeting on January 18.  There are many exciting things in the works for Bem Church in 2015; 

be part of the ground floor discussion!  Look for more information in the Annual Meeting Packet, 

which will be distributed on January 11. 

 

Nursery Workers: 
 

1/4:   Kim Oberle 

           & Jodi Layman 
 

1/11:  Tammi Branson 

            & Nancy Jenkins 

 

1/18:  Wendy Mehrhoff 

            & Leann Smith 
 

1/25:  Sara Whelan 

            & Shyla Baxter 

 

Greeters: 
 

The Nancy Carl 

Family 
 

The Willis Howard  

Family 
 

The Tom Kohrmann 

Family 
 

The David Farmer 

Family 

Lay Reader: 

 
Jodi Layman 

 
 

 

Jeff Weyrauch 

 
 

Daniel Lenauer 

 

 

David Farmer 

Acolytes: 
 

Trevor Martin 

    & Jay Copeland      

 

Emma Layman 

     & Wayde Smith 
 

Abby Koepke  

      & Wayde Smith 

 

Jay Copeland  

      & Raegan West 
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 

 

General Fund  

Balance as of 11-15-14  $4902 

Income: 

Offering   $12,254 

Tower   $1218 

Fundraising  $109 

Reimbursements $370 

Total Income   $13,951 

Expense:  Budgeted items ($8364) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $10,489 
 

Memorial/Gift Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-14 $5063 

Income:  Digital Piano  $1000 

Expense:  Digital Piano $2190 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $3873 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-14 $4144 

Income:   Envelopes  $90 

  Apple Butter $461 

  Gift  $72 

  Interest $25 

Total Income $648 

Expense: Poinsettas ($60) 

 X-fer to Money Market ($4000) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $732 
 

Cemetery Fund Investments 

Balance as of 1-1-14  $126,411 

CDs Balance  $66,867 

Money Market  $21,323 

Rippeto Funds  $49,849 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $138,039 
 

Special Offering Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-14 $2372 

Income:  Food Pantry  $160 

Veterans Project $160 

Neighbors in Need  $500 

Strengthen the Church  $500 

One Great Hour of Sharing $500 

The Christmas Fund  $500 

Shannondale  $500 

MoVal   $500 

Total Income:   $3320 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $5692 
 

Quilters  

Balance as of 11-15-14 $2292 

Expenses:    Supplies  ($13) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $2279 

 

Hospitality Committee  

Balance as of 12-15-14 $649 

 

Hospitality Committee Savings 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $587 
 

Pairs and Spares 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $999 
 

Mission & Social Concerns 

Balance as of 11-15-14 $1751 

Income:  Spices   $51 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $1802 
 

Youth Fellowship Account 

Balance as of 11-15-14 $1394 

Income:  Butter Braids  $343 

Expenses:  Soda  ($21) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $1716 
 

Licklider VBS Account 

Balance as of 1-1-14  $17,294 

United Church Funds  $17,741 

Checking account  $612 

Balance as of  12-15-14 $18,353 
 

Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-14  $86,422 

Transferred for Mission Work ($3000) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $86,721 
 

Scholarship Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-13  $184,373 

United Church Funds  $182,340 

Edward Jones Funds  $2368 

Checking Account  $50 

Scholarships Distributed ($5000) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $184,758 
 

Parsonage Building Project Account 

(Funds drawn from Rippeto Estate) 

Balance as of 11-15-14 $37,545 

Income:   $20,000 

Expenses    ($861) 

Balance as of 12-15-14 $50,461 

Expenses to date:  ($49,539) 

Total budget for project: $100,000 
 

(For information/balances/questions on other 

Rippeto Estate Funds, or any other financial 

questions, ask Carole in the church office!)



The Scoop- January, 2015 

 

St. John’s, Bem United Church of  Christ- January 2015 Calendar 

SUNDAY WORSHIP- 10:00am    SUNDAY SCHOOL- 9:00am 
January 4 Epiphany- Worship with Communion    10:00am 

 Lindsey Mercer- Chiapas forum in Sofa Room   9:00am 

 Pastor Rick at Frene Valley      2:00pm 

January 7 Confirmation       5:00pm 

January 8 Grape Cluster Meeting at Charlotte     2:00pm 

 Chiapas Meeting in Washington     7:00pm 

January 12 Church Council Meeting      6:30pm  

January 14 Confirmation       5:00pm 

January 15 Pastor Rick at Helping Hands     11:00am 

 Evangelism Committee Meeting     6:30pm  

January 18 Congregational Meeting/Worshipful Work    10:00am 

 Lindsey Mercer- Chiapas forum in Sofa Room   9:00am 

January 19 Mission Committee Meeting     6:30pm 

January 20 Membership Care Committee Meeting    6:30pm  

January 21 Owensville/Rosebud Ministerial Alliance Meeting at FBC  10:30am 

Confirmation       5:00pm 

January 25 Installation of Committee Members/Margie Lange here  10:00am 

January 26 Helping Hands Outreach Center Annual Meeting   6:00pm 

January 27 Christian Education Committee Meeting    6:00pm 

February 7 Family Fun Game Night at Bem Church!   

Quilting Every Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm; Bring Sack Lunch! 

Quilting also Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm! 
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St. John's United Church of Christ 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO 65066  

 

 

To everyone in the home of: 

(Or current resident) 
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