
Chiapas Presentation 

 

What is Chiapas? 

Geography-  

Chiapas is the southernmost state of Mexico (31 states) and is bordered by Guatemala to the 

south.  Chiapas has a population of 5 million people, making it the eighth most populous state 

in Mexico; it is the most impoverished of all 31 states.    
 

Tuxtla Gutierrez-  

Is the state capital, with 553,000 people.  The capital of Chiapas has gone back and forth 

between Tuxtla and San Cristobal over the years.  66% of the people in Tuxtla are under the age 

of 30, and the population is expected to double in the next 20 years.   
 

San Cristobal de las Casas-   

With 185,000 people, this is the city where INESIN is located.  San Cristobal is considered the 

cultural capital of Chiapas, with many types of artistic expression celebrated.  San Cristobal was 

the capital of Chiapas until 1892.  68% of the population is under the age of thirty, and the 

population is expected to double in the next 20 years. 
 

INESIN-  

Institute for Intercultural Studies and Research (translated) was founded in 1994 as a result of 

the tensions between the Zapatista Movement and the paramilitary suppression activities of the 

Mexican government.  INESIN was founded in part by UCC pastors from Illinois and 

Wisconsin, who responded (thru Global Ministries) to a call issued by Bishop Samuel Ruiz of 

Chiapas to work for peace.  INESIN was originally founded as a "Seminary" (not necessarily 

with degree tracks as the ultimate goal) for the people of Chiapas.  It was reorganized in 2002 as 

INESIN to expand its mission and outreach to the community.  INESIN operates on a shoestring 

budget with support from the UCC (Global Ministries through our OCWM), Disciples of Christ, 

Mennonite Church, and other denominations around the Globe (Swedish, Spanish and Swiss 

Churches are very active in mission with this area). 
 

Global Ministries-  

The common mission agency of the United Church of Christ and the Disciples of Christ, we 

have missionaries (in some form or another) in countries all over the world.  Global Ministries is 

directly supported by Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM) and One Great Hour of Sharing 

(and similar appeals in the DOC).  Congregational and Conference cuts to OCWM funding over 

the years has severely impacted the mission work of Global Ministries, limiting our ability to 

transform lives and do the work God is calling us to do.   

Rev. Rick Oberle, Pastor 

St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ 

www.bemchurch.com  

email:  rick@bemchurch.com  

573.241.2027 (cell) 573.437.3698 (church) 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com


What is the Mission? 

Over the past 500 years, European and US religious influence has tragically fractured the people 

of this area, fracturing their once beautiful and arguably harmonious community. INESIN, 

through numerous workshop opportunities and direct community involvement, is working to 

heal this fracture.            
 

Healing the Heart Workshops- Through these workshops, INESIN invites members of the 

community to gather at their compound for a weekend of spiritual renewal and exercises to 

learn how they can live together harmoniously. (Like a weekend retreat at MoVal, but with 

adults who are often violent with one another!)  
 

Agricultural Workshops- The employees of INESIN travel (when invited) into remote 

villages to teach the residents agricultural methods that will increase their yield and provide 

more sustainability.  In the process, they also teach the people to work together for common 

goals and Christian Unity.   
 

Pastoral Certification- They offer a degree in Pastoral Biblical Studies, teaching people to 

understand the Bible from a lens of grace, peace and reconciliation, not oppression and 

vengeance.  These people then travel into the villages and become local pastors, spreading the 

same message of grace, peace and reconciliation so deep-seeded fractures can be healed.  This 

course meets five weekends/ year over a three year period. 
 

Youth Camps- Some of the work at INESIN centers around youth camps, and providing 

spiritual formation as well as clinical education to youth in need in Chiapas.   
 

Moving forward- 

Next Mission Immersion Experience- June 13-20, 2017.  All are welcome, no upper limit on 

age (we have had people in their 70s on our trips).  Cost will be $1450, including airfare and all 

in country expenses (you will want to bring extra for shopping).  Everything is very inexpensive 

in Chiapas; 100 pesos= $8  
 

Funding Workshops-    

The workshops listed above require direct funding from US and European Ministries.  Funding 

requirements vary by workshop, more information can be gathered 
 

Bishop Samuel Ruiz Multipurpose Facility-  

$5000 USD needed to finish this project.  Finishing this will bring a greater level of institutional 

security to INESIN, and allow them to be much more self-sustainable. 

 


