
The Scoop- December, 2016 

1 | P a g e  

 

The Scoop! 
December, 2016 

S 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

St. John’s, Bem 

United Church 
Of Christ 

“…no matter who you 

are or where you are 

on life’s journey, you 
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St. John's, Bem United Church of Christ 
1944 Bem Church Road; Owensville, MO  65066 
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Pastor:  Rev. Richard Oberle email:  rick@bemchurch.com 

Secretary:  Carole Dotson  email:  carole@bemchurch.com 
 

Organist:  Jamie Mercer    Custodian:  Nancy Kohrmann 

Cemetery Sexton:  Lee Kreter  President:  Vicki Branson   

Visual Arts Coordinator:  Paula Shockley 

 

   Lent Edition 

 

   Happy Advent and MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard…      “United in Christ’s Love, a Just world for all” 
 

For more than a decade (since 2004), the slogan “No matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome here!” has been the motto of the United Church of Christ.  It is 

a mantra we have taken on as a Mission Statement, formulating the way we welcome and 

affirm all of God’s children no matter how God Created them: Black, White, Gay, Straight, 

Mexican, Syrian, Muslim, Jewish, Blonde hair and blue eyes or dark hair and brown eyes, and 

so on.  This ‘Mission Statement’ has served us well; but now there is another that has come to 

the forefront in our embrace of God’s presence in our lives.   
 

“United in Christ’s Love, a Just World for All” was adopted by the United Church of Christ 

Board of Directors at their October meeting (after much due diligence and discernment with 

many facets of the church over the past two years) as another Vision Statement for us to rally 

behind, serving Christ by serving one another.  (See the article on the next page.)  The Biblical 

rationale behind this Motto (Vision Statement) is numerous; and the theology articulated by 

the United Church Board in discerning this philosophy is very sound. 
 

Christ calls us to not just believe, but belove; and if we are truly to belove Christ, we will rally 

behind his call to love ALL  of our neighbors even as he has first loved us; and to serve his 

children as he served; no matter their race, color, religion or ethnicity. 
 

This Advent season, we talk much about the gifts Jesus brings us (Hope, Peace, Love, Joy) but 

what about the gifts we can give Jesus?  There can be no greater gift than to embrace his 

message of Love; and, United in Christ’s Love, work to create a world of Justice for all.               
 

           -Pastor Rick 

 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
mailto:carole@bemchurch.com
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UNITED IN CHRIST’S LOVE, A JUST WORLD FOR ALL 
   by Anthony Moujaes on www.ucc.org October 24, 2016 
 

A vision of a just world for all people will guide and shape the future work of the United Church of 

Christ. It's a vision that the denomination's General Minister and President and unified Board of 

Directors are prepared to own as part of a refreshed set of Purpose, Mission and Vision statements.  "I 

can't even begin to express how proud I am of our beloved United Church of Christ for articulating not 

just a purpose, mission, and vision – but this purpose, mission and vision," said the Rev. John Dorhauer, 

United Church of Christ general minister and president. 
 

The United Church of Christ purpose statement comes from the Gospel of Matthew:  

To love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

This Gospel mandate led to the formation of the new United Church of Christ Mission statement:  

United in Spirit and inspired by God's grace, we welcome all, love all, and seek justice for all. 
 

And the new United Church of Christ vision statement: United in Christ's love, a just world for all. 
 

"Every week I travel the globe witnessing what it looks like when the United Church of Christ commits 

itself to love and justice," Dorhauer said. "I call upon every covenant partner to embrace fully this call to 

love and justice; and to share with leaders in the church what that expression of love looks like in their 

ministry setting." 
 

To craft these statements, the national setting brought together dialogue partners from the UCC Board off 

Directors, UCC National Staff, the UCC Historical Council, the Council of Conference 

Ministers and youth representatives over the last year; and included survey results from thousands of 

voices across the life of the denomination. What emerged was a clear focus on the love of God and love 

of neighbors.  "That love in action envisions a just world for all," Dorhauer said. 
 

Board members overwhelmingly affirmed the statements during their fall business meeting from Oct. 20-

22. Said United Church of Christ Board Member Kevin Peterson, "I really appreciate that there is no 

insider language, and no acronyms. It says a lot to the outside church because it communicates to the 

wider church. It has God and spirit language that specifically identifies us as Christians." 
 

Pacific Northwest Conference (PNC) Minister the Rev. Mike Denton was enthusiastic about the 

statements: "I'm considering bringing these to PNC to adopt as their own,” he said. “This matches up with 

much of what we've been discussing, and adopting these would give us the opportunity for a unique sort 

of alignment. It might be worth more conversation to see if others want to do the same in other settings. I 

think this could be a way to display healthy covenant and healthy autonomy." 
 

"I liked the way that — in just five words — our vision conveys what we believe so succinctly,” said 

Board member the Rev. Kevin Omi. "I can talk about it in an inclusive manner because the language is 

inclusive of everyone." 
 

Dorhauer named the Purpose, Mission and Vision statements as one of the most significant pieces of 

work to date in his call as general minister and president.  "We all bear responsibility for living out our 

shared mission. We will not achieve our full potential — nor maintain our full capacity for health, vitality, 

and relevance — without a clear sense of missional purpose and calling. This effort to identify that was a 

critical step in the direction of our future health and vitality — but it will only matter if we can all find 

common cause in this and commit fully, with passion, and without reserve to its undertaking." 

 

“UNITED IN CHRIST’S LOVE, A JUST WORLD FOR ALL” 
 

http://www.ucc.org/
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ADVENT WEDNESDAY SERVICES AT BEM CHURCH- 6:30 
 

We will be celebrating Advent with special Wednesday evening services at Bem Church 

November 23 & 30 and December 7, 14 & 21.  These services will be held at 6:30pm in the 

church basement (over by 7:15), around round tables where we will sing hymns, explore 

scriptures, and try to discern how the birth narratives of Jesus are moving in our lives today 

around the glow of Christmas lights and Christian Fellowship.  Our gatherings will be 

interactive, participatory, and a ‘different’ style of worship than Sunday mornings.  Please join 

us in a new worship style for a new Advent Season!   
 

The Wednesday Advent Worship series will focus on Marcus Borg and Dominic Crossan’s book, 

“The First Christmas,” an exploration of Jesus’ nativity in a new way.  One reviewer says, “The 

First Christmas enriches our understanding of Jesus in desperately needed ways.”  This year, 

that is so true! 
 

 

Here is a rough schedule of our topics and themes for our Wednesday Advent Services: 
 

Wednesday, November 30@6:30  Advent I- the stories of the First Christmas 

Wednesday, December 7 @ 6:30  Advent II- The Context of the Christmas Stories 

Wednesday, December 14 @ 6:30  Advent III- Genealogy as Destiny 

Wednesday, December 21 @ 6:30  Advent IV- An Angel comes to Mary 

Saturday, December 24 @ 5 & 11  Christmas Eve- Joy to the World    
 

Make this Christmas count; make time for Jesus this Advent Season! 
 

QULITERS WANTED  WEDNSDAY EVENINGS- ALL SKILL LEVELS! 

The Bem Church Quilters are Quilting on Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm until 7:00ish (or whenever 

people are able to make it).  Come and go as you are able!  This is for all skill levels, all ages- you don’t 

have to be a seasoned quilter to participate!  Peggy Shafer, Carole Dotson and Jane Peanick will be 

helping to coordinate this effort- come hone your skills! All are welcome! 

CROP WALK THANK YOU AND FINAL NUMBERS 
Thank you to all who participated in the 2016 CROP Walk!  Our Bem Church total amount raised was 

$5506; the community total was $11,500.  This may have been our highest collection ever!  Thank you 

especially to Laura Shore, who solicited donations above and beyond the call in honor of her birthday this 

November.  Thank you, Laura for your dedication to the CROP Walk!     
 

9 churches were involved.  The second highest amount collected was from St. Peter’s UCC, who brought 

in $2711.  Zion/St. Paul UCC, Bay was the third place collection with $1047 brought in. $507 was 

collected by the churches in Gerald: St. Paul’s UCC and Ebenezer “Stone” Church UCC.   
 

This money will be used to help relieve people in distressed situations worldwide; and 25% of it will go 

to Helping Hands Food Pantry and Gerald Area Community Outreach.  We are truly making a difference, 

praying with our feet!  Thank you also to Glen Mercer, who helped organize the event and was the Bem 

Church fundraising coordinator.  Glen has always been a great champion of the CROP Walk.  Thank you 

to Glen for his dedication to the CROP Walk!      
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SCRIPTURES FOR DECEMBER 
These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the 

month of December.  Read ahead!  You will get much more out of worship if you read the 

scriptures ahead of time. 

12/4- Second Sunday of Advent 

“Peace” 

Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 3:1-12 
 

 

12/18- Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 “Love” 

Psalter Lesson:           Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 

Gospel Lesson:         Matthew 1:18-25 

12/11- Third Sunday of Advent 

“Joy” 

Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 11:2-11 
 

 

12/25- Christmas Day 

“Incarnate Deity” 

Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 9:2-7 

Gospel Lesson:         John 1:1-14 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM by Tina Wnuk, Christian Ed Chair 
The Christian Education Committee is excited to announce that Faye Howard has volunteered to lead our 

Christmas Program.  The program will be held on December 18th at 6:30 pm.  Practices will be during 

Sunday school time on December 4th, 11th, and 18th.  Please have your children and/or              

grandchildren here during those mornings so we can properly prepare for the program.  Questions?  Talk 

to Faye Howard or Tina Wnuk.   
 

CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES     by Faye Howard, Council Secretary 
The Bem Church Council met on November 7 at 6:30pm.  Follows are notes from that meeting… 

 Pastor Oberle gave reports on many activities during Oct. Our church has many activities that 

extend into the community.   Sometime we don’t think we are doing mission work but every 

community meal we have shows our friendliness and love. 

 The trustees are busy repairing things around the church and parsonage.  Projects that still need to 

be done are painting the basement bathrooms and refinishing the floors in the basement.  The 

front doors also need refinishing. If you see something that needs attention let the office know or 

contact Dan Lenauer or Alan Shotwell.  

 We are looking into the cost of a used ice maker. If anyone knows of a business that is 

remodeling, please let us know.  

 The Church Constitution Committee presented the changes to the Constitution to the council. 

They will be presented to the congregation before the annual meeting and will be voted on 

January 22 during worship.  Most changes were spelling, grammar, and some addition of 

committees. Copies will be available upon request.  

 The committee also presented guidelines for Christian Ed, Constitution and Church Guideline 

Review and Nominating committees.   

 Financial Review Committee was appointed and their review will be presented at the annual 

meeting.  

 We will be having services on Wednesday night during Advent at 6:30 pm; no meal before 

services.  

 Sunday School Christmas program is Dec. 18 6:30 pm.  

 Christmas Eve serves 5:00 pm and 11:00pm.   

 Services will be held Christmas Day and New Year Day at 10:00 am.  

 Please join us and enhance your Christmas season.  
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 2016-2017 
(This schedule changes a bit from month to month due to conflicts that arise.  Check it frequently for changes!) 
 

December 3  10:00-6:00 Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

December 11  11:15-1:00 Lunch and make Christmas cards/items for others  

December 28  9:00-5:00 Mission Work at Food Pantry in St. Louis 
 

January 8  11:15-1:30 Chili/Burgers Fundraising Meal (Parents help) 

January 20-21    Lock-in at church 

January 29  11:15-5:00 Trip to SkyZone 
 

February 12  11:15-1:00 Lunch and assemble Love Boxes after worship 

February 18-20   Conference Youth Event at MoVal (9-12 Grades)  

February 28  12:00-2:00 Bowling at Thunder Alley 
 

March 13  11:00-2:00 Lunch and plan worship service 

March 26  10:00am Youth Lead Worship Service at Bem 
 

April 9  11:15-5:00 Lunch and games at MoVal 

April 22  8:00-1:00 Booth at Owensville Springfest- fundraiser 
 

May 13  TBD  Go to River City Rascals Game 

May 21  11:15-1:00 Lunch and Games after worship- plan picnic games 

May 27  5:00-6:30 Organize/Lead Kid’s games at Picnic 
 

June 8-10    Conference Annual Gathering in Columbia 

June 13-20    Trip to Chiapas, Mexico (ages 16+) 

July 16-20    Mission Trip 

July 28    Youth Work Ice Cream Booth at Fair 
 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 2016-2017 
The Bem Church Youth have a calendar filled with diverse activities planned for the 2016-2017 year; 

they are listed above.  You will see that these activities include Fun, Education, Worship and Service.  

Some activities focus on more than one of these four elements of youth group activity; some include all 

four elements.  Whatever the activity, the impact of our Bem Church Youth Group results in the 

development of a core of youth who are committed both to each other and to Christ. 
 

This commitment comes about with YOUR encouragement.  The person reading this article is most likely 

not a youth, but their parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle or cousin.  It is up to you to encourage them to 

participate in these activities.  Even our “just for fun” activities include Christian Education and worship, 

even if the youth don’t realize it.  But for them to be fully impacted by the life-changing Christian 

Formation opportunities present here, you must encourage them to participate. 
 

Time spent with the Bem Church Youth Group is not comparable to any other sport or academic club they 

may join.  These activities are focused on Christ and our mission as Christians.  These activities facilitate 

Christian formation in a way not found anywhere else.  We hope that your child will be active in the Bem 

Church Youth Group this year- in all our varied activities.        
 

SUNDAY SERMONS ARE ON LINE AT:   WWW.BEMCHURCH.COM 

CHECK OUT THE UCC WEBSITE:  WWW.UCC.ORG 

THE CHURCH IN ACTION:  WWW.GLOBALMINISTRIES.ORG  

http://www.bemchurch.com/
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.globalministries.org/
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KEEP SAVING… 
 “Best Choice” labels 

 “Box Tops for Education” 

 Used Ink jet cartridges  
 Eyeglasses 

 Cancelled postage stamps 

 Campbell’s labels   

There is a collection point for these in 

the Sofa Room.  These items help the 

ministries of Bem Church! 

(No more prescription bottles, please) 

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE! 
 

E-giving is still available at Bem Church! 
 

We are no longer using “e-give usa” but 

we are looking at other “e-giving” 

platforms offered by the United Church of 

Christ and our Sunday envelope service.   
 

In the meantime, you always have the 

option to make St. John’s, Bem an 

automatic payment thru your local bank; 

just as you do your auto loan, student loan, 

house payment, or other standard 

commitments.  Several of our church 

members do this, and we receive checks in 

the mail almost every week from 

congregation members and friends who 

have set up Bem Church as an automatic 

payment thru their local bank.     
 

If you would like more information talk to 

Pastor Rick, Carole, or a Church Council 

Member; or check with your local bank.  

This will not be for everyone; but for 

some, this is a great convenience.   

 

 

BEM CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
The Bem Church Office is closed on 

Fridays. Carole is available (usually) 

Monday through Thursday 9:00am-

2:00pm.  Please leave a message if the 

machine picks up- often we are here, just 

away from the phone! 

 

 

 

 

 

BEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Vicki Branson, President; Alan Shotwell, Vice President; Faye Howard, Secretary;  

Dyana Glaser, Treasurer; Dan Lenauer & Eric Kinman, Trustees;  

Hester Tayloe, Pastor/Parish Relations Committee Representative 

Rev. Richard Oberle, Pastor 

Hope Peace Joy Love 

The ultimate weakness of violence is that it 

is a descending spiral,  

begetting the very thing it seeks to destroy.  

Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it. 

Through violence you may murder the liar,  

but you cannot murder the lie, nor establish 

the truth.  

Through violence you may murder the 

hater,  

but you do not murder hate.  

In fact, violence merely increases hate.  

So it goes.  

Returning violence for violence multiplies 

violence,  

adding deeper darkness to a night already 

devoid of stars.  

Darkness cannot drive out darkness:  

only light can do that.  

Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do 

that. 

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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THANK YOU!    (Some Thank-you notes may be edited for length) 

Dear Bem Church, 

Thank you so much for everything you have done for me lately.  The scholarship has been extremely 

helpful and the care package was so nice!  Thank you all for helping support my education! 

    Thanks!  Alli Czeschin 
 

Dear Bem Church, 

Thank you so much for the lovely care package of Halloween goodies.  It was a surprise when I got it and 

seriously made my day.  I am still working on eating the cookies; they are wonderful.  These goodies will 

definitely get me through late nights studying. 

    Thanks again, Lauren Silvers 
 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the package.  I was so exceited to get a care package at school!  You are all so 

wonderful.  Thank you for thinking of me! 

Love, Emily Koepke 
 

Dear Bem Congregation, 

I have appreciated your support since day one.  All of you have supported me through most of my life and 

I can’t explain how thankful I am to still continue to receive that support from you through my 

scholarship and my care package.  School is tough but I am surviving.  I am looking forward to a break 

during the holidays when I can make it back up to Bem and attend a service; it has been too long!   

 

When I opened the care package in front of my friends, they were surprised that I had a church that would 

send me a care package.  Most of my friends up here don’t realize what it is like to grow up in a 

community with so much love and support.  It feels good to be able to say that I do have such supportive 

people in my life.  Thank you all so much for everything you do!  It is appreciated! 

    Much Love, Breanna Baker 
 

Dear Pastor Rick, 

I just wanted to say thank you so very much for the care package that was sent to me !  I shared the 

goodies with the other Marines in my platoon and they very much enjoyed them.  They send their thanks 

along with mine.  Most of the Marines never receive care packages from home.  They greatly appreciate 

what you and the members of the church did for us.  Again, thank you from myself and from the Marines 

in my platoon for the care package and for the continued prayers.   

    Sincerely, Sgt. Jacob Kohrmann 
 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the students and faculty of Eden Theological Seminary, it is my pleasure to acknowledge 

your gift of $250 on October 27, representing the third quarter benevolence donation.  Your 

congregation’s support of Eden means a great deal to us.  Your gift will help us continue to serve the 

church by preparing ministers and leaders who are well equipped for today’s challenges and committed to 

strengthening the church and her ministries.   

    Sincerely, Sandi LaFata, Director of Development; Eden Seminary 

 

Dear Pastor Rick, 

Thank you for your congregation’s donation of $544.50 to Emmaus Homes!  Through your generosity, 

Emmaus provides a home where adults with developmental disabilities receive the care and support they 

so desperately need in order to live safe, healthy and purposeful lives.  Pastoral Care is one of the services 

that is not provided thru government funding; it is only through generous donations from individuals and 

churches such as yours that we are able to provide this service.  Thank you for your support! 

    Sincerely, Lisa A. Drier, Chief Development Officer; Emmaus Homes  
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DECEMBER SERVICE SCHEDULE  Flowers:  Berniece Stockglausner 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 
12/3- Hulda Eisenhauer, Heath Buschmeyer, Keigan Glaser;  

12/4- Austin Lewis, Connor Lewis, Kristie Lenauer;  

12/6- Dyana Glaser, Greg Kohrmann, Matt Johnston, Layne Kreter; 

12/9- Allison Czeschin, Nathan Dotson; 12/11- Carole Dotson;  

12/12- Bill Eisenhauer, Jr., Alan Shotwell; 12/14- Tammi Branson; 12/16- Lindsey Oberle;  

12/17- Alisen Chapman, Edward Gehlert; 12/18- Cody Lenauer 

12/19- Wayne Horstmann; Pam Koepke; 12/20- Will Lauth; 12/23- Brad Czeschin 

12/25- Brandi Lauth; 12/26- Tom Kohrmann; 12/27- Tom Dotson, Becky Gregory;  

12/28- Virginia Buschmeyer; 12/29- Ella Farmer, Margaret Frahm;  

12/30- Abby Koepke, Vicki Branson; 12/31- David Farmer, Wayde Smith   …Happy Birthday! 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 
12/9- Brooke & Adam Johnson;,  

12/13- Erin & Drew West; 12/24- Mary & Bruce Chapman;  

12/26- Virginia & Wayne Buschmeyer, Jackie & Aaron Kohrmann, Vicky & Kevin Huebner; 

12/27- Carole & Sonnie Dotson, Jackie & Bill Mitchell, Rhonda Glaser & Melissa Burnett 

          …Happy Anniversary! 
 

 

ATTENDANCE  

August 7 75 Sept 4 65  October 2 85  November 6  114 

August 14 60 Sept 11 129 October 9 102 November 13  51 

August 21 82 Sept 18 87  October 16 60  November 20  70 

August 28 80 Sept 25 82  October 23 103 November 27  102 

      October 30 70      Quarter 

              Avg. 

Average: 74 Average: 91  Average: 84 Average: 84  TY: 84 

Last Year:   76 Average: 88  Average: 105  Average: 123  LY: 98
 

 

Check Out the Bem Church Website:  www.BemChurch.Com  

Nursery Workers: 
 

12/4:   Jackie Johnston 

           &  Sue Nesslage 
 

12/11:  Crystal Blankenship 

            & Tina Wnuk 

 

12/18:  Shyla Baxter 

            & Laurie McFalls 
 

12/25:   
No Nursery today 

Greeters: 
 

The Brad Czeschin 

& Patrick Thompson Families 
 

The Danny Baxter  

Family 
 

The Malvern Huebner  

Family 
 
 

The Oberle Family 

Lay Reader: 

 
Dyana Glaser 

 

 
Alan Shotwell 

 
 
 

Laura Shore 
 
 
 

Pastor Rick 

Acolytes: 
 

TJ Whelan 

      & Grace McFalls 

 

Macen Blankenship  

      & Allisen Chapman    
 

Gracie Schultz    

      & Sydney Silvers 

 
 

No Acolytes today 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
 

General Fund  

Balance as of 10-15-16  ($223) 

Income:  Offering   $8667 

 Endowment Draw $5000 

 German Dinner $2070 

 Auction Lunch  $1939 

Tower   $650 

Reimbursements/rent/other $934 

Total Income   $17,321 

Expense:  Budgeted items ($12,182) 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $4916 
 

Building Fund 

Balance as of 10-15-16 $2411 

Donations   $229 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $2640 
 

Memorial/Gift Fund 

Balance as of 10-15-16 $1632 

Donations   $50 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $1682 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Balance as of 10-15-16 $3052 

Income:   Envelopes  $165 

  Gifts/Interest $40 

  Apple Butter $634 

Total Income:   $839 

Expense: Mowing ($225) 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $3665 
 

Cemetery Investment Funds 

Balance as of 1-1-16  $136,298 

Rippeto Estate Funds  $52,694 

Money Market    $17,444 

Certificates of Deposit  $66,983 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $137,121 
 

Special Offering Fund 

Balance as of 10-15-16 $4168 

Income: Hackman Memorial $439 

Veteran’s Project $125 

 Lydia’s House  $231 

Total Income:   $1160 

Expenses: CROP   ($1035) 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $3928 
 

Pairs and Spares 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $1466 

 

 

 

Quilters  

Balance as of 10-15-16 $4120 

Income: Tickets  $75 

Expense: Supplies ($108) 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $4087 
 

Mission & Social Concerns 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $1303 
 

Youth Fellowship 

Balance as of 10-15-16 $2122 

Income:     $448 

Total Income:   $2417 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $2570 
 

Hospitality Committee  

Balance as of 10-15-16 $397 

Expense:  Supplies  ($113) 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $268 
 

Pastor’s Housing Equity Fund 

Checking Account  $2549 

United Church Funds  $7869 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $10,418 
 

Licklider VBS Fund 

Checking Account   $482 

United Church Funds  $18,331 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $18,813 
 

Scholarship Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-16  $176,243 

Scholarships given 2016 ($4000) 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $180,506 
 

Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-16  $85,252 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $88,415 
 

Special Projects Totals (as of 11-15-16) 

Parsonage Renovation  $96,682 

Handicapped Parking area $7975 

MoVal Health Center  $12,382 

 

(For information/balances/questions on other 

Rippeto Estate Funds, or any other financial 

questions, ask Carole in the church office- or a 

Church Council Member!) 
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St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ- December 2016 Calendar 

SUNDAY WORSHIP- 10:00am    SUNDAY SCHOOL- 9:00am 
 

December 3 Salvation Army Bell Ringing     10:00am-6:00pm 

December 4 Communion Sunday/Adopt-a-Family items due at Church 

 Sunday School Christmas Program Practice for all kids/youth 9:00am 

 Pastor Rick leads worship at Frene Valley    2:00pm  

 St. Peter’s Cantata       3:00pm 

December 5 Operation Christmas Initial Sort at New Hope UMC   4:00pm 

 Membership Care Committee Meeting    4:00pm 

 Bem Church Council Meeting     6:30pm 

December 6 Constitution Review Committee Meeting    5:30pm 

December 7 Confirmation       5:00pm 

 Advent Worship       6:30pm 

December 8 Pastor Rick at Helping Hands     11:00pm 

 Grape Country Cluster meeting at Charlotte    2:00pm 

December 9 Salvation Army Bell Ringing     10:00am-6:00pm 

December 10 Cookie Sale at St. Peter’s UCC     9:00am 

December 11 Sunday School Christmas Program Practice for all kids/youth 9:00am  

 Youth activity and lunch at church     11:00am-1:00pm 

December 12 Christian Education Committee Meeting    6:00pm 

December 14 Confirmation       5:00pm 

 Advent Worship       6:30pm 

December 15 Salvation Army Bell Ringing     10:00am-6:00pm 

December 16 Operation Christmas Distribution to community   2:00-6:00pm 

December 18 Sunday School Christmas Program Practice for all kids/youth 9:00am 

 Sunday School Christmas Program     6:30pm 

December 21 Christmas Caroling on Main Street in Owensville    10:30am 

 Confirmation       5:00pm 

 Advent Worship       6:30pm 

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship at Bem Church   5:00pm & 11:00pm 

December 25 Christmas Morning Worship at Bem Church   10:00am 

December 28 Youth Group Trip to Food Pantry     9:00am 

January 22, 2017 Bem Church Annual Congregational Meeting   10:00am 

Quilting Every Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm; Bring Sack Lunch! 

Quilting also every Wednesday at 5:00pm 

 
St. John's United Church of Christ 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO 65066  

 

 

 

 


