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“…no matter who you 

are or where you are    

on life’s journey,         

you are welcome here   

in the United Church    

of Christ…” 

 

 
 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard…    “Fear in the New Year” 
 

One of the lessons of Jesus’ ministry with us was to have faith in God, to place our troubles in God’s 

hands, and to FEAR NOT.  God will be with us, even in the difficult challenges of life.  “Do not Fear” 

(“Fear Not”) appears in the Bible 80 times, and in the New Testament 27 times.  In Jesus’ life, Joseph 

was told “do not be afraid” (Matt. 1:20); Zechariah, Mary, and the Shepherds on the hillside  were told 

“do not be afraid” (Luke 1:13, 30; 2:10); and throughout Jesus’ ministry he told his disciples, “do not be 

afraid” (John 6:20, among others) and quoted Old Testament scriptures exhorting the Jewish people “do 

not be afraid” (John 12:15).  Jesus went to the cross bravely, never allowing fear to divert him from the 

task at hand.  “FEAR NOT” is an important part of our spiritual life. 
 

Yet in this world, those in power (or those who seek power) often use fear as a tool of manipulation.  

Politicians have always used FEAR to try to gain our confidence and our votes.  Dictators throughout 

history have used FEAR to gain power and manipulate the masses.  FEAR is a common marketing tool 

for everything from laundry detergent to new automobiles.  FEAR keeps Christians from speaking the 

truth, even when it is difficult; part of our call to be prophetic in this world.  We are blessed to be part 

of a denomination that FEARS NOT; that is not afraid to speak the truth, even when our culture 

condemns us for doing so.   
 

In 2016, I invite us to “FEAR NOT”.  As a congregation, as a culture, as voters, as parents, as youth and 

young adults, part of our call as Christians is to “FEAR NOT”.  The work of Jesus often leads to the 

cross; and as followers of Jesus, we must not be afraid of crucifixion.  We must always be part of the 

world, but we must also always be apart from the world; for we live in a very fearful world.  This New 

Year be brave, be bold, be prophetic.  If we FEAR NOT, we can realize God’s Kingdom in our midst.              

 

         -Pastor Rick 

 

St. John's, Bem United Church of Christ 
1944 Bem Church Road; Owensville, MO  65066 

Phone:  573.437.3698 Parsonage:  573.437.4776 

Website:  www.bemchurch.com 

Pastor:  Rev. Richard Oberle email:  rick@bemchurch.com 

Secretary:  Carole Dotson  email:  carole@bemchurch.com 
 

Organist:  Jamie Weyrauch   Custodian:  Nancy Kohrmann 

Choir Director:  Cheryl Bohl Cemetery Sexton:  Lee Kreter  

President:  Vicki Branson  Visual Arts Coordinator:  Paula Shockley 

 

   Happy New Year! 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
mailto:carole@bemchurch.com
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SPECIAL WAYS WE SHARE GOD’S LOVE 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission offering of the UCC that helps us to:  

Build sustainable communities. OGHS supports self-help programs in more than 80 nations to build 

sustainable communities that enable people to stand against and rise above hunger, disease, illiteracy, 

and other forces of injustice that deny and destroy dignity.  

Respond to disaster. OGHS provides emergency and long-term assistance to people in the aftermath 

of hurricanes, tornados, storms, floods, tidal waves, fires, explosions, technological disasters, civil 

strife, war, or other natural or human-caused events. We respond to a disaster every 2.5 days, on 

average.  

Minister to refugees. OGHS responds with advocacy and help, hope and hospitality, for people who 

have been uprooted from their home of origin. More than 30 million of the world's people are 

uprooted at any given time.  

In cooperation with Global Ministries, Church World Service, Action by Churches Together, Interchurch 

Medical Assistance, Foods Resource Bank, Oikocredit, Freedom from Hunger and hundreds of local 

partners around the world, One Great Hour of Sharing is part of a remarkable network of service and 

caring that is efficient, effective and faithful. 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of justice and 

compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American 

Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries 

(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through 

grants.  Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organizations doing justice work in their 

communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing 

and advocacy to address systemic injustice.  
 

Strengthen the Church:  A little love can go a long way.  When our lives become unpredictable or 

chaotic, when we’re facing into a storm, when we’re weary and discouraged, fearful or confused… a little 

love can give the boost we need.  Many of us find that love in our church.  But there are many people still 

seeking and yearning for a little love, a little hope, and a reassuring word.  They have not found a church 

that’s reaching out with an extravagant welcome, where they can hear the message of the unconditional 

love of our still speaking God.  That’s where Strengthen the Church steps in.  Each year, we receive a 

special offering that helps the church’s love to grow and thrive. Called Strengthen the Church, this 

offering funds new congregations and renews existing ones. It supports programs for youth and young 

adults and nurtures current and future leaders. And it sends the God is Still Speaking Ministry’s message 

of extravagant welcome and inclusivity into our world. 
 

The Christmas Fund: Remembering Those Who Serve Our Church.  This offering provides financial aid 

to retired and active ministers and their surviving spouses and children who face overwhelming financial 

demands, a ministry carried out by the Pension Boards. 
 

These four special offerings of the United Church of Christ were funded in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 (and 

will be funded in 2016) from Bem Church through The Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund.  We were 

able to give to each of these special offerings, thanks to the growth of that Fund and the foresight of 

Dorothy Rippeto.  When we received her endowment in 2010, we invested a Biblical Tithe (10%) into 

this fund, The Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund.  Each year, a portion of earnings from that fund are 

distributed to these special appeals that share God’s love with all the world. 
 

The Rippeto Estate Funds, along with other endowments left to us by Yvonne King, Verna Froelker and 

Herbert Hilkebaumer, have continued to keep the mission and ministries of Bem Church thriving over the 

past few years as they have grown.  These final gifts have been blessings, and a way for their legacies to 

live on at Bem Church in mission, ministry and education.  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

http://132.132.2.40/oghs/build.htm
http://132.132.2.40/disaster/index.html
http://132.132.2.40/ministries/refugees/index.html
http://www.magiproject.org/
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SCRIPTURES FOR JANUARY  
These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the 

month of January.  Read ahead!  It is always more beneficial if you have read the scriptures 

before Sunday morning.   

1/3- Epiphany Sunday  

Communion Sunday 

 “Revelations” 

Hebrew Scriptures:       Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalter Lesson:       Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Gospel Lesson:       Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 

1/17- Worshipful Work/Annual Meeting 

Planning our Future 

 “In the Beginning” 

Hebrew Scriptures:     Genesis 1:1-5,24-31 

Psalter Lesson:        Psalm 36:5-10 

Gospel Lesson:    John 2:1-11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/10- The Baptism of Christ 

New Beginnings 

“The Holy Spirit Upon the Waters” 

Hebrew Scriptures:             Isaiah 43:1-7 

Epistle Lesson:  Acts 8:14-17 

Gospel Lesson:            Luke 3:2-17, 21-22 
 

 

1/25- Commissioning Sunday 

Installing our Leadership for 2016 

“Working Together” 

Psalter Lesson:           Psalm 19:7-14 

Epistle Lesson:       1 Corinth. 12:12-20 

Gospel Lesson:    Luke 4:14-21 

 

1/31- Commissioning Sunday 

 “God’s Wisdom Fulfilled” 

Psalter Lesson:           Psalm 71:1-6 

Epistle Lesson:       1 Corinth. 3:1-13 

Gospel Lesson:    Luke 4:21-30

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL IN SOFA ROOM 
An Adult Sunday School Class has been meeting in the Sofa Room each Sunday morning around 9:10 or 

so; casual discussion about issues of faith over coffee (and sometimes donuts).  Topics center on concerns 

of the gathered class members, and focus on Biblical application.  What does the Bible have to say to us 

today, and how can we utilize this Wisdom in our lives?  Come and be part of the discussion!    

(In December, we did not meet due to Cantata and Christmas Play practices; classes will resume 1/3!)   
 

AGAPE CLINIC- BEM CHURCH MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Did you know there is a free health clinic in Belle, Missouri?  The clinic is at 103 North Alvarado in 

Belle, MO and can be reached by phone at 573.859.3202.  The Agape Clinic is one of the mission 

agencies that is supported by many United Church of Christ Congregations in this area. 
 

Margie Lange, RN, FNP is present every Thursday from 11:00am-5:00pm, ready to provide health care to 

all who are in need.  She focuses her practice on preventative care and health screenings.  She can also 

provide prescriptions to those in need.  (No medications are kept on the premises)  The clinic bills are 

offset by donations and sponsors.  The Agape Clinic is governed by a Board of Directors, who enable this 

ministry as they can.  No insurance money or state aid is collected, or accepted!  The Agape Clinic is a 

wonderful example of how we can change the world when we accept the responsibility of being God’s 

hands and feet in action.  (Margie will be with us one Sunday in January!) 

Worshipful Work 
The Bem Church Annual Meeting 

will be Sunday, January 17 

during our 10:00 Worship Service. 

Be here to participate in the Worshipful 

Work of your Bem Church Family! 
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YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE 2016 

The Bem Church Youth are looking forward to an active year of Fun, Fellowship, Worship and Service!  

The 2016 schedule is detailed below.  Parents and grandparents, please encourage your youth to 

participate in as many of these activities as possible.  Our theme for this year is, “Getting Closer to God.”  

Our youth participate in many activities and many social/sports groups; but our group has the unique 

characteristic of bringing them closer to God.  Each of our activities will focus on this aspect.  This will 

be a fun year of faith-formation; help your youth choose God!     
 

January 10  11:15-1:30 Lunch and games at Church after worship 

January 15-16 (MLK)  Lock-in at church 

January 24  11:15-5:00 Trip to SkyZone 
 

February 7  11:15-1:00 Lunch and assemble Love Boxes after worship 

February 13-15   Conference Youth Event at MoVal (9-12 Grades)  

February 28  12:00-2:00 Bowling at Thunder Alley 
 

March 13  11:00-5:00 Trip to Ronald McDonald House in St. Louis 

March 25  7:00-12:00 Movie Night at Church/Stuff Easter Eggs 
 

April 10  11:15-1:00 Lunch and games after worship-plan worship service for 4/17 

April 17  10:00am Youth Lead Worship Service at Bem 

April 23  8:00-1:00 Booth at Owensville Springfest- fundraiser 
 

May 6-7    Retreat at Camp MoVal (7:00pm-5:00pm) 

May 15  11:15-1:00 Lunch and Games after worship- plan picnic games 

May 22    Go to River City Rascals Game 

May 28  5:00-6:30 Organize/Lead Kids games at Picnic 
 

June 9-11    Conference Annual Gathering 

June 12-16    Mission Trip 
 

Our January events include lunch and games at church after worship on January 10, a lock-in at church on 

January 15-16, and a trip to Sky Zone after worship on January 24.    
 

At our gathering rally on September 13, the youth chose to elect officers for the coming year.  Those 

officers are:  Shelby Oberle, President; Grace McFalls, Vice President; Alisen Chapman, Secretary; 

Taylor Wildebrandt, Treasurer. 
 

Pastor Rick and the Youth Group officers have been utilizing “Remind 101” and “Sign Up Genius” Aps 

to communicate Youth Group activities; if you are not receiving them, talk to Pastor Rick! 
 

Want to get updates about the Bem Church Youth?  On your smart phone text “@bemc” to 81010.  The 

Youth Group Officers will be sending text updates about events and other youth group news.      
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DECEMBER GRADUATES! 
 

Courtney Shockley- who graduated from nursing school with her BSN 

Tony Hansel- with his Bachelor’s Degree in Special Education 

Shyla Baxter- who received her Master’s Degree in Education 

Allison Baker- from medical school as Nurse Practitioner 

Jo Smith- passed the MOCA- will be student teaching this spring 

Brant Littrell- passed classes to become a certified lifeguard 
 

Congratulations also to Patrick & Trisha Mistler, on the birth of their son December 28! 
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KEEP SAVING… 
 “Best Choice” labels 

 “Box Tops for Education” 

 Used Ink jet cartridges  
 Eyeglasses 

 Cancelled postage stamps 

 Campbell’s labels   

There is a collection point for these in 

the Sofa Room.  These items help the 

ministries of Bem Church! 

(No more prescription bottles, please) 

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE! 
E-giving is available at Bem Church!  Not 

everyone will want to participate, and that 

is okay; but for those who do, this is a very 

helpful way to be intentional about your 

support of our shared mission and ministry 

work, and a great benefit to cash-flow 

issues that always are present in church 

finances.   
 

For more information, visit: 

www.egive-usa.com;  

Or talk to Pastor Rick, Carole, or a Church 

Council Member. 

 

 

BEM CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
The Bem Church Office is closed on 

Fridays. Carole is available (usually) 

Monday through Thursday 9:00am-

2:00pm.  Please leave a message if the 

machine picks up- often we are here, just 

away from the phone! 

 

 

 

SEND JACOB A LETTER 

Jacob Kohrmann is back home from 
deployment in Southeast Asia!  Send 
him a card at: 
 

CPL Kohrmann, Jacob M. 
AAV BN Box 555575 
Camp Pendleton, CA 
92055-5575 

 

BEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Vicki Branson, President; Jeff Koepke, Vice President; Faye Howard, Secretary;  

Dyana Glaser, Treasurer; Jerry Nesslage & Eric Kinman, Trustees;  

Hester Tayloe, Pastor/Parish Relations Committee Representative 

Rev. Richard Oberle, Pastor 

SYRIAN REFUGEES BY THE 

NUMBERS 
 

In a sermon on December 27, Pastor Rick 

talked about Syrian Refugees and the similar 

refugee status of the Holy Family as they fled 

Herod and went to Egypt.  Here are some data 

about the current Syrian Refugee Crisis:   

(Source: worldvision.org) 
 

13.5 million People in Syria are in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

4.3 million  Syrian people are refugees 

6.6 million Syrians are displaced within 

their own country 

50% of these numbers are children 

1.1 million Syrian refugees are in 

Lebanon, looking for shelter 

3200 Syrian refugees in Lebanon 

died in 2015 

1.9 million Syrian refugees are in Turkey 

630,000 Syrian refugees are in Jordan 

80,000 Syrian refugees live in one 

temporary “camp” in Jordan 

320,000 Syrians have been killed since 

their Civil War Began 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.egive-usa.com/
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THANK YOU!    (Some Thank-you notes may be edited for length) 

To the Christmas Program Directors and Cast, 

Thank you so much for a great program!  Everyone did a great job.  Thanks for all of your hard work and 

time.  I really enjoyed the program!      -Love Faye Howard 

(This sentiment was echoed by many!  It was truly an incredible program!) 
 

Thank you to my church family, 

Thank you so much to my church family for the care package you sent me.  I really appreciate it!  Thank 

you for thinking of me!   Love, Emily Koepke 
 

Dear Pastor Rick, 

I just wanted to send a quick thank you to you and the congregation.  I have enjoyed the goodies that were 

in the care package and I also wanted to thank you for the scholarship.  The generosity that you all have 

bestowed upon me has helped me to get through school without having to take out a student loan.  I 

would also like you to know that this last Thursday I took the MOCA (Missouri Content Assessment) and 

I am happy to announce that I passed and will be student teaching this spring!  Thanks again! 

      -Jo Smith 
 

Dear St. John’s, Bem, 

Thank you so much for the care package.  It was very much appreciated!  I shared what was in the box 

with the Marines that I work with.  Let’s just say the box didn’t last very long.  They all told me to say 

thank you for them and thank you for the support.  Words can’t express how grateful I am to know how 

much love and support I have back home.  Receiving care packages really raises my morale and reminds 

me when I am having a bad day that there are people back home that love and care about me and depend 

on me.  Thank you again for the care package and for the continued support of me and the rest of the 

military!       -Love, Cpl Jacob Kohrmann 
 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the students and faculty of Eden Theological Seminary, it is my pleasure to acknowledge 

your gift of $350 on 11/12/15 to support education of ministers and church leaders.  Thank you!  Your 

support of Eden means a great deal to us.  Churches are at the core of our culture and faith, and we 

appreciate the work you do.  More than anyone, you know how important it is to prepare the next 

generation of ministers and leaders, so we are especially grateful for your help in maintaining Eden as an 

ecumenical educational center for the Progressive Christian Movement.  I look forward to an opportunity 

to thank you in person for your donation!   

   Sincerely, Lorin Cope, Director of Advancement; Eden Seminary  
 

THANK YOU FROM THE BEM CHURCH COUNCIL  by Vicki Branson, President 
Thank you to all who made our November Challenge a Financial Success, especially to our anonymous 

donor who donated a matching gift of $5000.  The total amount raised was $10,317.  This closed our 

offering deficit to within $3000 of our yearly goal.  
 

Our projected offering income for 2016 is $115,000 (pending budget approval).  In order to meet this 

goal, our weekly offering goal is $2200 (the same goal as 2015).  This is an important weekly benchmark 

for our church so we can continue to do God’s work in the world. 
 

Thank you to our Anonymous Donor who came to the Council with the idea of challenging the 

congregation to meet our goal.  As always, the congregation of Bem Church rose to the challenge and met 

it.  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; and let the glory always return to God.          
 

BE SURE TO “LIKE” BEM CHURCH ON FACEBOOK! 
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LET THERE BE LIGHT 
Stop by the sofa room and check out the new lighting!  That room has always been somewhat dim, and 

the fixtures had deteriorated over time.  Now, we have brand new LED fixtures in place.  The room is 

much brighter than it was, and the energy savings will be a great benefit to the church.  Thank you to 

Alan Shotwell and Des Sullinger who donated the new fixtures and to Alan for installing them!  They 

look FANTASTIC!   
 

CARD SHOWER 

On February 1, Fern Kramme will be 95 years old!  To celebrate her birthday, her family is encouraging 

her family and friends to participate in a Card Shower.  Send Fern a card, perhaps with a memory 

included, wishing her well on this special day.   

Cards can be sent c/o Faye Howard at 405 N. Park; Cuba, MO  65453    
 

BEM CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS- EDUCATION MINISTRY! 
The Scholarship Committee at Bem Church will be reviewing applications for 2016 in early April.  

Eligible recipients will be Bem Church members who are active in the life of the congregation, attending 

worship at least once a month (when in residence) and participating in the life of the church (when in 

residence).  Applications are due by April 1.  More eligibility requirements, detailed guidelines and 

applications are available in the church office and in the narthex.  Bem Church Scholarships are for 

Adult learners, too!  If you are contemplating going back to school, you can apply for a scholarship!  

Questions? Ask a Scholarship Committee Member:  Jan McQueen, Jan Yamnitz or Anita Altemeyer. 
 

Since 2001, St. John’s, Bem has awarded 83 scholarships totaling $57,250 to members of Bem Church 

in pursuit of higher education.  That is a fantastic ministry; and it was all made possible by the gift of 

one ‘anonymous’ Bem Church family who were committed to education and wanted to leave a legacy 

behind in their will.  Even though they are long gone, their legacy continues to live on each year as we 

help our Bem Church members further their education.  We are eternally thankful to them, and to all 

who have managed this fund so well over the years.     

 

CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES   Faye Howard, Council Secretary 

 The congregation has exceeded the $5,000.00 matching challenge for November. Thanks to all that 

gave to make this a reality.  

 Check out the new lights in the sofa room, so clean and relaxing. Thanks to Alan Shotwell and Des 

Sullinger.   

 Jim & Peggy Schafer installed the plaque on the Southwest corner of the church that was presented to 

the church from the Historical Society.  Thanks for getting that done for us.  

 Bem church members should be very proud of themselves for all the good works that we make 

happen. Bingo at Gasconade Manor, bloodmobile, Salvation Army bell ringing, open house church 

tour, and having a craft table in Cuba at the Chamber Christmas event, adopting families for 

Christmas, to mention a few. That is why people know who we are and the good work we are doing.  

God’s spirt runs high at St. John, Bem. 

 Things the council is working on is the 2016 budget, which you will have 2 Sundays before the 

Annual Meeting on January 17
th
, updating the job distributions of the paid employees, and reviewing 

the By-Laws.   

 Any one that has ideas for remodeling the basement talk to Nancy Carl or Betty Fletcher. The 

committee will be contacting professionals for design ideas after the first of the year.  

 The church council sends you good wishes for the New Year and invite you to worship with us often. 
 

Check Out the Bem Church Website:  www.BemChurch.Com 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
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JANUARY SERVICE SCHEDULE    Flowers:  Fran Huebner 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 
1/1- Jackie Mitchell; 1/2- Barb Parker; 1/4- Chris Lewis, Jack McQueen;  

1/5- Bruce Chapman, Courtney Shockley, Lori Thompson; 1/8-Andrea Stout, Brooke Wildebrandt,  

1/8- Nathan Lewis, Beth Sieckmann; Glen Mercer 

1/10- Don Brand, Teresa Ringeisen; 1/12- Dee Ruegge; 1/14- Ken Adkison, Brandon Lenauer; 

1/17- Ashlee Shaw; 1/19- Dorathea Koepke; 1/20- Chirley Enke, Ken Glaser, Laurynn Tallent;  

1/21- Drew Layman, Chris Lauth; 1/22- Chad Peanick, Andrew Carey, Eric Kinman;  

1/23- Dawson Peters; 1/28- Trisha Mistler; 1/29- Decker Jardes, Clara Decker;  

1/31- Becca Sieckmann         …Happy Birthday!  
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 
1/6- Nancy & Dennis Jenkins; 1/8- Jan & Mike Yamnitz; 1/14- Allison & Bryon Baker;  

1/29- Debbie & John Adams, Vera & John Kreter   …Happy Anniversary! 
 

ATTENDANCE  

September 6 69 October 4 124 November 1 146 December 6 126 

September 13 114 October 11 73 November 8 80 December 13 97 

September 20 86 October 18 108 November 15 70 December 20 151 

September 27 81 October 25 113 November 22 145 December 27 

     November 29 174      Quarter 

             Avg. 

Average: 88 Average: 105 Average: 123 Average: 125  TY: 117 

Last Year: 93 Last Year:  109 Last Year: 118 Last Year:   110  LY: 113
 

Don’t miss “Worshipful Work,” our gathered worship service and Annual Congregational 

Meeting on January 17.  There are many exciting things in the works for Bem Church in 2016; 

be part of the ground floor discussion!  Look for more information in the Annual Meeting Packet, 

which will be distributed on January 10. 

Nursery Workers: 
 

1/3:   Laurie McFalls 

           & Jackie Johnston 
 

1/10:  Dyana Glaser 

            & Kim Oberle 

 

1/17:  Nancy Jenkins 

            & Jodi Layman 
 

1/24:  Shyla Baxter 

            & Jackie Johnston 

 

1/31:  Tina  Wnuk 

              & Anita Altemeyer 

Greeters: 
 

The Nancy Carl    

Family 
 

The Willis Howard 

Family 
 

The Tom Kohrmann 

Family 
 

The David/April Farmer 

Family 

 

The Wayne Buschmeyer & 

Ed Gehlert Families 

Lay Reader: 

 
Jay Copeland 

 

 
Raegan West 

 
 
 

Nancy Kohrmann 
 
 
 

April Farmer 

 

 

Virginia Buschmeyer 

Acolytes: 
 

Emma Layman 

      & Jay Copeland 

 

Abby Koepke  

      & Raegan West     
 

Wayde Smith    

      & Trevor Martin 

 

Emma Layman 

      & Jay Copeland 

 

Abby Koepke 

      & Raegan West 
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
 

General Fund  

Balance as of 11-15-15  $6735 

Income:  Offering   $12,478 

 Nov. Special Offering $5050 

Tower   $609 

Evangelism Tumblers $50 

Cookbooks  $120 

Reimbursements $2432 

Total Income   $20,739 

Expense:  Budgeted items ($21,604) 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $5870 
 

Building Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-15 $577 

Donations   $229 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $806 
 

Memorial/Gift Fund 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $1480 
 

Legends Bank Money Market 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $9834 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-15 $1276 

Income:   Envelopes  $230 

  Apple Butter $44 

  Lot Sales $600 

  Interest $29 

Total Income:   $903 

Expense: Poinsettas ($98) 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $2081 
 

Cemetery Investment Funds 

Balance as of 1-1-15  $138,039 

CDs Balance   $67,180 

Rippeto Estate Funds  $49,735 

Money Market    $19,383 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $136,298 
 

Special Offering Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-15 $6448 

Income:  Shriners Hospital $556 

 Food Bank  $85 

Total Income:   $641 

Disbursements:  INESIN ($5000) 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $2089 
 

Youth Fellowship  

Balance as of 11-15-15 $2877 

Income:  Activity Fees  $110 

Expense:  Activities  ($998) 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $1989 

 

Hospitality Committee  

Balance as of 11-15-15 $214 

Income    $350 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $564 
 

Hospitality Savings Account 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $587 
 

Pairs and Spares 

Balance as of 11-15-15 $861 

Expense:  CROP food  $40 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $821 
 

Quilters  

Balance as of 11-15-15 $2449 

Expense:   ($106) 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $2343  
 

Mission & Social Concerns 

Balance as of 11-15-15 $1615 

Income:  OC Donations  $280 

Expense:  Mission Work $150 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $1745 
 

Licklider VBS Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-15  $18,353 

Checking Account  $473 

United Church Funds  $17,477 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $17,950 

 

Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-15  $87,064 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $85,446 
 

Scholarship Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-15  $185,435 

Scholarships 2015  ($5500) 

United Church Funds  $176,527 

Checking Account  $92 

Balance as of 12-15-15 $176,619 
 

Parsonage Building Project Account 

(Expenses drawn from Rippeto Estate Funds) 

Expenses as of 12-15-15 $94,302 

Total budget for project: $100,000 

 

(For information/balances/questions on other 

Rippeto Estate Funds, or any other financial 

questions, ask Carole in the church office!) 

 

 

 



The Scoop- January, 2016 

 

St. John’s, Bem United Church of  Christ- January 2016 Calendar 

SUNDAY WORSHIP- 10:00am    SUNDAY SCHOOL- 9:00am 
January 3 Epiphany- Communion Sunday     10:00am 

 Pairs & Spares Meal/Meeting     11:00am 

 Pastor Rick Leads Worship at Frene Valley    2:00pm 

January 5 Fundraising Committee Meeting     6:30pm 

January 10 Youth Group meeting/games at church    11:15am 

January 12  Church Council Meeting      6:30pm 

January 14 Pastor Rick at Helping Hands Outreach Center   11:00am 

January 15-16 Youth Group Lock-In      7:00pm -7:00am 

January 17 Worshipful Work- Congregational Meeting during worship  10:00am 

 Pastor Rick Leads Worship at Gasconade Manor   2:00pm 

January 20 Ministerial Alliance Meeting at FBC     10:30am 

January 24 Youth Group to Sky Zone      11:15-5:00pm 

January 26 Mission Committee Meeting     6:30pm 

February 7 Youth Group - Love Boxes for Homebound/Elder Members  11:15am 

February 27 Membership Care Committee hosts Bem Church Game Night! 7:00pm 

Quilting Every Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm; Bring Sack Lunch! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John's United Church of Christ 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO 65066  

 

 

To everyone in the home of: 

(Or current resident) 
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