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Pastor:  Rev. Richard Oberle email:  rick@bemchurch.com 
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Organist:  Jamie Mercer    Custodian:  Nancy Kohrmann 

Cemetery Sexton:  Lee Kreter  President:  Vicki Branson   
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   Lent Edition 
 

Happy New Year 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard…   "Putting Jesus First" 
 

On Sunday, December 18, 2016 I preached a sermon about putting aside arrogance, pride 

and prejudice and choosing to embrace Love instead.  In that sermon, I challenged the 

partisan polarization that has evolved our country in the past year.  We have divided 

ourselves into two armies, the “right” one and the “wrong” one; and woe to anyone who 

voted the “wrong” way in November.  We have identified “them” as the enemy, and will 

stalwartly stand against “them” because of their “wrong-ness.”  (The sermon is on the Bem 

Church website, You Tube and Facebook- check it out when you have time) 
 

The point of the sermon is that this type of polarization is the opposite of everything Jesus 

teaches us; and stands in opposition to  Jesus’ gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  To fully 

accept Jesus’ gifts into our hearts, we must put aside the labels and biases we have 

against each other and realize that we are all God’s children, no matter who we are or 

where we are on life’s journey or how we voted in 2016. 
 

Our culture, however tries to divide us.  Don’t blame it on the partisan players of 2016; 

they are not the ones creating the division, they just feed on it.  It is not even the media, 

although they often have questionable intent.  It is us.  It is each one of us who posts and 

forwards hate-fueled emails or rhetoric on Facebook; it is each one of us who points the 

finger of blame at “other people” without realizing that there are three fingers of blame 

pointing back at us; it is each one of us who chooses to embrace bitterness and fear 

instead of Love; it is each one of us who refuses to listen, because our minds are already 

made up about what we are going to hear. 
 

In 2017, we must heal.  We must put aside partisan differences and realize that Jesus is 

the King; and for Peace to be made real, He must Reign in our hearts. Let us all make 

room for Jesus in our hearts; and let him rule our lives in 2017 and beyond.                 
 

           -Pastor Rick 

 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
mailto:carole@bemchurch.com
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WORKSHOP ON CONSTRUCTING FARM WATER RESERVOIRS  
From www.globalministries.org 
 

On October 1, 2016 in Villaneuava, the Interchurch Center for Social and Theological Studies (CIEETS) 

held their first workshop on constructing reservoirs. It was attended by 20 farmers - 13 men and seven 

women, representing six communities. This is an activity of the Strengthening Livelihoods project, which 

has been supported by Global Ministries through a grant from Week of Compassion. With this project, 

CIEETS hopes to contribute to strengthening the livelihoods of families who have been greatly affected 

by a three-year drought, resulting from the El Niño phenomenon. 
 

The type of reservoir used in this project is plastic coated, a lower-cost item, which reduces water loss 

through filtration. Although it is not as efficient or durable as a reservoir coated with concrete, the benefit 

of the plastic coated reservoir is that the material is much easier to be repaired and replaced by the 

farmers. 
 

The workshop included the seven steps to constructing and inserting a reservoir. These steps are: 

1. Select the appropriate location for the reservoir. 

2. Prepare the ground (including cleaning and leveling). 

3. Dig the space for the reservoir by forming a slope on the walls in order to avoid the sides 

collapsing. 

4. Smooth the walls and base of the hole, making sure roots and stones are removed.  This step will 

ensure that the coating of the reservoir is not pierced when placed into the hole. CIEETS 

recommended adding a piece of black plastic for increased durability. 

5. Coat the reservoir with the plastic, taking care in the handling. 

7. Construct the drainage pathway for discharge, which can be a channel, hose, or pipe to release 

excess water. 

8. Construct a fence around the reservoir to avoid accidents and injuries from people and animals. 
 

At the workshop, an engineer taught participants the technique of how to clean the water in an 

emergency. This technique uses a Nopal cactus, which serves to filter the water and then the water is 

disinfected by chlorine. After this process, the water is drinkable. 
 

Participants expressed that both the workshop and the practice of inserting a water reservoir were both 

very enriching. They conveyed their plans to implement this low cost and beneficial practice in order to 

capture rainwater for their farms. They also shared that the Nopal cactus exists abundantly in the 

wilderness, and will plan to use it for water filtration. Each participant made a decision to commit 

together “to build reservoirs jointly and protect them from animals" and “to promote the work in the 

community for other farmers to insert reservoirs and to use the Nopal cactus for water filtration." 
 

CIEETS is aware of the effects of climate change in the region, and they want to empower communities 

with techniques that are simple, low cost, and, above all, allow families to produce crops. This is the 

commitment of CIEETS to the region. 
 

CIEETS in Nicaragua (like INESIN in Chiapas) is one of our Global Ministries Mission Partners.  The 

workshop detailed above was fully funded by a grant from Global Ministries.  Global Ministries is the 

“World Missions” arm of the United Church of Christ and the Disciples of Christ.  They are fully funded 

through contributions to Our Church’s Wider Mission, and One Great Hour of Sharing.  

Contributions to “The Mission Fund” on your weekly envelopes go toward this fund, and help change the 

world in amazing ways.  Last year, Bem Church gave $8000 to Our Church’s Wider Mission through 

your contributions; this year we are budgeting $8500.  We are United in Christ’s Love!    

 

“UNITED IN CHRIST’S LOVE, A JUST WORLD FOR ALL”
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SCRIPTURES FOR JANUARY 
These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the 

month of January.  Read ahead!  You will get much more out of worship if you read the 

scriptures ahead of time. 

1/1- New Year and Flight to Egypt 

No Communion this Sunday 

“Stranger in a Strange Land” 

Psalter Lesson:            Psalm 27 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 2:13-23 

 
 

 

1/15- Baptism of Jesus/New Members 

Baptism of Clara Baxter 

 “You Call us into Your Church” 

Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 42:1-9 

Gospel Lesson:         Matthew 3:13-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/8- Epiphany- The Visit of the Magi 

Communion   Sunday/ 

Baptism of Gavin Mantels 

“Precious Gifts” 

Psalter Lesson:            Psalm 72:1-14 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 

1/22- Annual Congregational Meeting 

Worshipful Work 

“The Cost and Joy of Discipleship” 

Psalter Lesson:            Psalm 40:1-11 

Gospel Lesson:         Matthew 4:12-23 

 

1/29- Installation Sunday- 

Installation of Council/Committees 

“The Meaning of Stewardship” 

Epistle Lesson:      1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Gospel Lesson:         Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

BEM CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS- EDUCATION MINISTRY! 
The Scholarship Committee at Bem Church will be reviewing applications for 2017 in early April.  

Eligible recipients will be Bem Church members who are active in the life of the congregation, attending 

worship at least once a month (when in residence) and participating in the life of the church (when in 

residence).  Applications are due by April 1.  More eligibility requirements, detailed guidelines and 

applications are available in the church office and in the narthex.  Bem Church Scholarships are for 

Adult learners, too!  If you are contemplating going back to school, you can apply for a scholarship!  

Questions? Ask a Scholarship Committee Member:  Jan McQueen, Jan Yamnitz or Anita Altemeyer. 
 

Since 2001, St. John’s, Bem has awarded 87 scholarships totaling $61,250 to members of Bem Church 

in pursuit of higher education.  That is a fantastic ministry; and it was all made possible by the gift of 

one ‘anonymous’ Bem Church family who were committed to education and wanted to leave a legacy 

behind in their will.  Even though they are long gone, their legacy continues to live on each year as we 

help our Bem Church members further their education.  We are eternally thankful to them, and to all 

who have managed this fund so well over the years.     

Special Sundays in January 
 

1/1- No Communion 

1/8- Communion; Baptism of Gavin Mantels 

 Youth Group Burgers & Chili Lunch 

 Constitution Forum 

1/15- Baptism of Clara Baxter 

 Budget Forum 

1/22- Annual Congregational Meeting 

1/29-  Installation of Council/Committees 

 Smorgasbord after Worship 
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CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES   by Faye Howard, Council Secretary 
The Bem Church Council met on December 5 at 6:30pm.  Follows are notes from that meeting… 

 There are many Christmas services and activities planned for Christmas. We look forward to 

seeing you at Christmas Eve services at 5:00 and 11:00pm. We will have service on Christmas at 

10:00 am. 

 The council has been preparing for the Annual meeting on January 22 at 10:00 am.  The budget 

and constitution has been approved to be presented.  We did add a section on dual membership.  

The constitution will be available on Dec. 18
th
 and we will hold a discussion after church on Jan. 

8
th
.  The budget will be available on Jan. 8

th
 and discussion will follow church on Jan 15

th
.  

 Christian Ed requested that a Youth Minister be hired part time at a salary of $7500.00 to be 

taken out of the unrealized gains of the Rippeto Funds. This will be reflected in the proposed 

budget for 2017 and will be discussed at the annual meeting.  

 Council approved the guidelines for the picnic committee and the church council.  

 It is sad to report that the Pairs and Spares has disbanded.  We thank all of the past and present 

members for their service to the church and community.  Another organization will take over the 

Country Store at the picnics. 

 Congratulations to Alan Kohrmann who won the quilt raffled by the quilters.  

 Poinsettias were placed on the graves by the Cemetery committee.  

 Remember to send a card to our shut-ins this Christmas. The Church Council wishes all of you a 

Merry & blessed Christmas. 
 

YOUTH LEADER POSITION  by Tina Wnuk, Christian Education Committee Chair 
 

In response to the Visioning Summit Data from 2014, The Christian Education Committee has discussed 

the possibility of hiring a youth pastor.  At first, we had thought it would be best to see if we could share a 

youth pastor with another church or even split this person among up to 4 different churches in the area.  

After speaking with a few members and pastors at UCC churches in the area, it was clear that while the 

members and pastors we spoke to were very intrigued about the idea of having a youth pastor, there was 

no room in their budget to split the cost of a youth pastor with us.  We honestly didn’t know if there was 

room in our budget either; but we had the permission of the church council to discuss the issue with other 

churches. 
 

After no real success, we talked more about hiring someone part time to be a youth director for just our 

church.  When we had our Visioning Summits, it was mentioned several times that the youth were being 

underserved and that concerned many church members.  The reality is that the youth are still being 

underserved and we have not had a volunteer youth leader in years.  Our pastor has been the person to 

take the lead with the youth and while it is not really his job to be the youth leader, he has seen the need 

for someone to step up and do this work.   Seeing this has concerned the Christian Education Committee 

to the point that we really think something new has to be tried.   
 

We are proposing a part-time youth leader be added to the church budget.  The council has added it into 

the 2017 budget and we hope for your support with this.  This person would be a UCC-minded individual.  

They would plan youth activities; both fun and mission, arrange all transportation, maintain 

communication among all interested parties, work with Sunday school teachers on occasion, provide 

spiritual guidance to our youth, grow the youth program (be a good motivator to the kids and parents to 

attend and participate), be involved with Sunday school parties and programs where youth are expected to 

participate/help, and coordinate fundraising to fully fund the youth activities.  
 

We sincerely hope you take this into consideration for at least the next year.  If we don’t see the benefit of 

the youth leader then we can reevaluate the position at a later date.  Thank you for your time. 
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 2017 

(This schedule changes a bit from month to month due to conflicts that arise.  Check it frequently for changes!) 
 

January 8  11:15-1:30 Chili/Burgers Fundraising Meal (Parents help) 

January 20-21    Lock-in at church 

January 29  11:15-5:00 Trip to SkyZone 
 

February 12  11:15-1:00 Lunch and assemble Love Boxes after worship 

February 18-20   Conference Youth Event at MoVal (9-12 Grades)  

February 28  12:00-2:00 Bowling at Thunder Alley 
 

March 13  11:00-2:00 Lunch and plan worship service 

March 26  10:00am Youth Lead Worship Service at Bem 
 

April 9  11:15-5:00 Lunch and games at MoVal 

April 22  8:00-1:00 Booth at Owensville Springfest- fundraiser 
 

May 13  TBD  Go to River City Rascals Game 

May 21  11:15-1:00 Lunch and Games after worship- plan picnic games 

May 27  5:00-6:30 Organize/Lead Kid’s games at Picnic 
 

June 8-10    Conference Annual Gathering in Columbia 

June 13-20    Trip to Chiapas, Mexico (ages 16+) 

July 16-20    Mission Trip 

July 28    Youth Work Ice Cream Booth at Fair 
 

YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 2017 
The Bem Church Youth have a calendar filled with diverse activities planned for the 2017 year; they are 

listed above.  You will see that these activities include Fun, Education, Worship and Service.  Some 

activities focus on more than one of these four elements of youth group activity; some include all four 

elements.  Whatever the activity, the impact of our Bem Church Youth Group results in the development 

of a core of youth who are committed both to each other and to Christ. 
 

This commitment comes about with YOUR encouragement.  The person reading this article is most likely 

not a youth, but their parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle or cousin.  It is up to you to encourage them to 

participate in these activities.  Even our “just for fun” activities include Christian Education and worship, 

even if the youth don’t realize it.  But for them to be fully impacted by the life-changing Christian 

Formation opportunities present here, you must encourage them to participate. 
 

Time spent with the Bem Church Youth Group is not comparable to any other sport or academic club they 

may join.  These activities are focused on Christ and our mission as Christians.  These activities facilitate 

Christian formation in a way not found anywhere else.  We hope that your child will be active in the Bem 

Church Youth Group this year- in all our varied activities.        
 

YOUTH GROUP BURGERS AND CHILI FUNDRAISER JANUARY 8 
On January 8 from 11:00am-1:00pm the Bem Church Youth will host a fun and fundraising meal- 

Burgers, Fries and Chili!  This will be a great meal to blast away the winter blues, battle cabin fever and 

spend some quality time together with your church family.  There is a lot going on that Sunday, including 

a baptism, communion, and our constitutional forum after worship as well; might as well grab some lunch 

while you are here!  The proceeds from this meal will help pay for the mission work the youth do 

throughout the year, and fund their mission trip this spring.   
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KEEP SAVING… 
 “Best Choice” labels 

 “Box Tops for Education” 

 Used Ink jet cartridges  
 Eyeglasses 

 Cancelled postage stamps 

 Campbell’s labels   

There is a collection point for these in 

the Sofa Room.  These items help the 

ministries of Bem Church! 

(No more prescription bottles, please) 

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE! 
 

E-giving is still available at Bem Church! 
 

We are no longer using “e-give usa” but 

we are looking at other “e-giving” 

platforms offered by the United Church of 

Christ and our Sunday envelope service.   
 

In the meantime, you always have the 

option to make St. John’s, Bem an 

automatic payment thru your local bank; 

just as you do your auto loan, student loan, 

house payment, or other standard 

commitments.  Several of our church 

members do this, and we receive checks in 

the mail almost every week from 

congregation members and friends who 

have set up Bem Church as an automatic 

payment thru their local bank.     
 

If you would like more information talk to 

Pastor Rick, Carole, or a Church Council 

Member; or check with your local bank.  

This will not be for everyone; but for 

some, this is a great convenience.   

 

 

BEM CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
The Bem Church Office is closed on 

Fridays. Carole is available (usually) 

Monday through Thursday 9:00am-

2:00pm.  Please leave a message if the 

machine picks up- often we are here, just 

away from the phone! 

 

 

 

 

 

BEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Vicki Branson, President; Alan Shotwell, Vice President; Faye Howard, Secretary;  

Dyana Glaser, Treasurer; Dan Lenauer & Eric Kinman, Trustees;  

Hester Tayloe, Pastor/Parish Relations Committee Representative 

Rev. Richard Oberle, Pastor 

10 Quotes to Live By 
 

1.   Faith is taking the first step even when you 

can't see the whole staircase.  

2.   There comes a time when silence is 

betrayal.  

3.   Our lives begin to end the day we become 

silent about things that matter.  

4.   In the end, we will remember not the 

words of our enemies, but the silence of 

our friends.  

5.   Only in the darkness can you see the stars. 

6.   If you can't fly then run, if you can't run 

then walk, if you can't walk then crawl, 

but whatever you do you have to keep 

moving forward.  

7.   Darkness cannot drive out darkness: Only 

light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 

hate: Only love can do that. 

8.   Let no man pull you so low as to hate him. 

9.  ‘An eye for an eye' leaves everybody blind.  

10. There comes a time when one must take a 

position that is neither safe nor popular, 

but he must take it because his conscience 

tells him it is right. 

   -Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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THANK YOU!    (Some Thank-you notes may be edited for length) 

Dear Bem Church, 

Thank you so much for the Halloween care package back in October! It was a huge help this year 

especially, and I wanted to let you guys know how much it is appreciated.  It means the world to me to 

have the support of such an awesome church family back at home.  It really is incredible! 

    Thanks for all you do!  John Behrens 
 

Dear Bem Church, 

Thank you for the monetary donation to our backpack program.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly 

appreciated!  (Friday Backpacks for Cuba CCR-II School District) 

    Thanks again, Jennifer Shearer, coordinator 
 

QULITERS WANTED  WEDNSDAY EVENINGS- ALL SKILL LEVELS! 

The Bem Church Quilters are Quilting on Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm until 7:00ish (or whenever 

people are able to make it).  Come and go as you are able!  This is for all skill levels, all ages- you don’t 

have to be a seasoned quilter to participate!  Peggy Shafer, Carole Dotson and Jane Peanick will be 

helping to coordinate this effort- come hone your skills! All are welcome! 
 

EMMAUS HOMES QUILT AUCTION THIS SPRING 

Emmaus Homes will be hosting a Quilt Auction this spring and is in need of homemade quilts!  If you 

have a quilt to donate, please contact Lisa Drier in the Emmaus Homes Development Office 

(636.534.5200) or talk to Pastor Rick.  The Quilt Auction will coincide with another Emmaus Homes 

Development Event which will happen in early May; more information is coming about that event.  

Watch for more info; all quilts should be donated by April 21, 2017.      
 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION PRESENTED AT ANNUAL MEETING 

The Bem Church Constitution was last fully reviewed in 2002; and has been well overdue for some time.  

(The Cemetery Section was revised in 2010.)  A good review of a church/nonprofit constitution should 

take place about every 5 years.  This has been an ongoing project of this year’s Council; and to that end, a 

committee was appointed consisting of 2 Council members, 2 Congregation members at large (one had to 

drop off due to health reasons), and Pastor Rick.  Over the past several months, they met numerous times 

to review and revise and update our Constitution, making it relevant for today and consistent throughout.  

Their efforts were endorsed by the Church Council on December 5 and distributed to the Congregation in 

December.   
 

We will be asking the Congregation to approve this Constitution at the Annual Meeting on January 22.  

Prior to that meeting, on January 8 at 11:00am, there will be a forum to answer any questions you may 

have.  Bring your questions to that forum, or email them to Alan Shotwell, Vicki Branson or Pastor Rick 

at any time.  We would love to address any concerns you may have, and walk you thru the process we 

used to arrive at our final document.       

 
SUNDAY SERMONS ARE ON LINE AT:   WWW.BEMCHURCH.COM 

(ALSO ON YOU TUBE) 
 

CHECK OUT THE UCC WEBSITE:  WWW.UCC.ORG 
 

THE CHURCH IN ACTION:  WWW.GLOBALMINISTRIES.ORG  
 

EMMAUS HOMES:  WWW.EMMAUSHOMES.ORG 

http://www.bemchurch.com/
http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.globalministries.org/
http://www.emmaushomes.org/
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JANUARY SERVICE SCHEDULE  Flowers:  Des Sullinger 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 
1/1- Jackie Mitchell; 1/2- Barb Parker; 1/4- Chris Lewis, Jack McQueen;  

1/5- Bruce Chapman, Courtney Shockley, Lori Thompson; 1/8-Andrea Stout, Brooke Wildebrandt,  

1/8- Nathan Lewis, Beth Sieckmann; Glen Mercer 

1/10- Don Brand, Teresa Ringeisen; 1/12- Dee Ruegge; 1/14- Ken Adkison, Brandon Lenauer; 

1/17- Ashlee Shaw; 1/19- Dorathea Koepke; 1/20- Chirley Enke, Ken Glaser, Laurynn Tallent;  

1/21- Drew Layman, Chris Lauth; 1/22- Chad Peanick, Andrew Carey, Eric Kinman;  

1/23- Dawson Peters; 1/27- Ryleigh Thompson; 1/28- Trisha Mistler;  

1/29- Decker Jardes, Clara Decker; 1/31- Becca Sieckmann    …Happy Birthday!  
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 
1/6- Nancy & Dennis Jenkins; 1/8- Jan & Mike Yamnitz; 1/14- Allison & Bryon Baker;  

1/29- Debbie & John Adams, Vera & John Kreter   …Happy Anniversary! 
 

ATTENDANCE  

Sept 4 65 October 2 85  November 6  114 December 4  102 

Sept 11 129 October 9 102 November 13 51 December 11  103 

Sept 18 87 October 16 60  November 20 70 December 18 

Sept 25 82 October 23 103 November 27 102 December 25 

  October 30 70         Quarter 

              Avg. 

Average: 91 Average: 84  Average: 84 Average: 103  TY: 90 

Average: 88 Average: 105  Average: 123 Average: 102  LY: 105
 

Don’t miss “Worshipful Work,” our gathered worship service and Annual Congregational 

Meeting on January 22.  There are many exciting things in the works for Bem Church in 2017; 

be part of the ground floor discussion!  Look for more information in the Annual Meeting Packet, 

which will be distributed on January 15. 

Nursery Workers: 
 

1/1:   No Nursery  

         Attendant on duty 

 

1/8:  Anita Altemeyer  

         & Dyana Glaser 

 

1/15:  Nancy Jenkins 

         & Laurie McFalls 

 

1/22:  Shyla Baxter 

         & Wendy Mehrhoff 

 

1/29:  Dana Chapman 

          & Dyana Glaser 

Greeters: 
 

The Nancy Carl    

Family 
 

The Willis Howard 

Family 
 

The Tom Kohrmann 

Family 
 

The David/April Farmer 

Family 

 

The Wayne Buschmeyer & 

Ed Gehlert Families 

Lay Reader: 

 
Lindsey Oberle 

 

 
Alisen Chapman 

 

 
 

Alan Shotwell 
 

 
 

TJ Whelan 

 

 

Macen Blankenship 

Acolytes: 
 

TJ Whelan 

      & Grace McFalls 

 

Macen Blankenship  

      & Allisen Chapman    
 

Gracie Schultz    

      & Sydney Silvers 

 

Garrett West 

      & Lindsey Oberle 
 

Macen Blankenship 

      & Alisen Chapman 
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
 

General Fund  

Balance as of 11-15-16  $4916 

Income:  Offering   $10,935 

 Cook Book Sales $140 

 German Dinner $165 

 Picnic   $38 

Tower   $650 

Reimbursements/rent/other $3775 

Total Income   $15,743 

Expense:  Budgeted items ($12,445) 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $8158 

  ($7000 insurance bill due 1/1/17) 
 

Building Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $2640 

Donations   $153 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $2793 
 

Memorial/Gift Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $1682 

Donations   $25 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $1708 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $3665 

Income:   Envelopes  $100 

  Gifts/Interest $29 

Expense: Checks  ($55) 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $3740 
 

Cemetery Investment Funds 

Balance as of 1-1-16  $136,298 

Rippeto Estate Funds  $53,200 

Money Market    $17,450 

Certificates of Deposit  $66,983 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $137,633 
 

Special Offering Fund 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $3928 

Income: Agape Clinic  $115 

Veteran’s Project $20 

Total Income:   $135 

Expenses: INESIN   ($36) 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $4027 
 

Pairs and Spares 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $1466 
 

Mission & Social Concerns 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $1303 

Income:  Operation Christmas $176 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $967 

 

Quilters  

Balance as of 11-15-16 $4087 

Income: Tickets  $205 

Expense: Supplies ($35) 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $4256 
 

Youth Fellowship 

Balance as of 11-15-16 $2570 

Income:     $869 

Expenses:   $2472 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $967 
 

Hospitality Committee  

Balance as of 11-15-16 $268 

Income:   $600 

Expense:  Supplies  ($219) 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $649 
 

Pastor’s Housing Equity Fund 

Checking Account  $2549 

United Church Funds  $7904 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $10,453 
 

Licklider VBS Fund 

Checking Account Balance 11-15-16  $482 

Income:  Donations Received  $500 

Checking Account Balance 12-15-16 $982 

United Church Funds  $18,414 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $19,396 
 

Scholarship Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-16  $176,243 

Scholarships given 2016 ($4000) 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $180,983 
 

Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-16  $85,252 

Balance as of 12-15-16 $88,682 
 

Special Projects Totals (as of 12-15-16) 

Parsonage Renovation  $96,682 

Handicapped Parking area $7975 

MoVal Health Center  $12,382 

 

(For information/balances/questions on other 

Rippeto Estate Funds, or any other financial 

questions, ask Carole in the church office- or a 

Church Council Member!)



The Scoop- January, 2017 

 

St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ- January 2017 Calendar 

SUNDAY WORSHIP- 10:00am    SUNDAY SCHOOL- 9:00am 
 

January 1 No Communion-  

 Pastor Rick leads Worship at Frene Valley    2:00pm 

January 8 Communion Sunday/Baptism of Gavin Mantels/Epiphany 

 Constitution Forum       11:00am 

 Youth Group Fundraiser- Burgers, Fries & Chili   11:00am 

January 9 Bem Church Council Meeting     6:30pm 

January 11 Confirmation       5:00pm 

January 12 Grape Country Cluster at St. Paul’s UCC, Gerald   2:00pm 

January 15 Baptism of Jesus/Baptism of Clara Baxter 

 Budget and/or Constitution Forum     11:00am 

 Pastor Rick leads worship at Gasconade Manor   2:00pm 

January 18 Confirmation       5:00pm 

January 20-21 Youth Group Lock-in 

January 22 Annual Congregational Meeting- Worshipful Work   10:00am 

January 24 Mission Committee Meeting     6:30pm 

January 25 Confirmation       5:00pm 

January 29 Youth Group to SkyZone      11:00am-5:00pm 

Quilting Every Tuesday 9:00am-2:00pm; Bring Sack Lunch! 

Quilting also every Wednesday at 5:00pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John's United Church of Christ 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO 65066  

 

 

 

 


