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   Lent Edition 
 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard…       "Justice for All" 
 

What is the purpose of the church?  Certainly to worship and praise God.  Certainly to educate our 

adults in the ways of the Christian Faith (children, too).  Certainly spiritual and pastoral care.  

But as we worship and as we train and as we educate, what is truly the purpose of what we do? 
 

Nonprofit agencies, both faith-based and secular, will tell you that for their agency to succeed, they 

need to have three things:  a well articulated mission; a “picture” of that mission (those being 

helped or those doing the work of the agency); and financial transparency/discussion, so that 

donors trust that their money is used effectively.   
 

While nonprofit agencies understand these three issues of public perception, churches often do not.  

Churches often hide who they are; churches often hide who they help; and churches often hide their 

financial picture under veils of secrecy, sticking their heads in the sand under the assumption 

that everything should remain as it always has been, and nothing should ever be done differently.  

And don’t ever talk about money- that is taboo! 
 

During my time at Bem, I have attempted to work differently.  Each issue of The Scoop had several 

articles culled from the national page of the UCC, from Global Ministries, or from our mission 

partners, talking about those whom we help, defining our mission, and discussing our mandate in 

the world.  And I am NOT afraid to talk about money.  Money is simply a tool to meet our ministry 

needs; and people who are afraid to talk about money in church are usually afraid to do so 

because they are worshipping their money, not God.  Money is a tool to use, not a “god” to worship 

and hoard; churches should always be able and willing to talk about money in relation to God. 
 

The United Church of Christ has articulated our purpose; to work for Justice in the world.  

“United in Christ’s Love; a Just World for All” is our new Vision Statement; and by adopting it, we 

understand that as the UCC we work for Justice for All.  As I leave, I invite Bem Church to adopt 

this as a Vision Statement as well.  This is our purpose:  to work for Justice for all.  This is 

mandated often in the Bible (Micah 6:8; Isaiah 56:1; John 15:12) and is repeated whenever we pray 

the Lord’s Prayer (Thy Kingdom Come… on Earth).  Our purpose as Christians is to work for 

Justice, Righteousness and Shalom for ALL of God’s children; as Jesus would have us do.  As I 

leave and your ministry continues at Bem, how will you put a face on that endeavor? 
 

–Pastor Rick              
 

           -Pastor Rick 

 

Summer Schedule June 4 - August 27 

Fellowship time at 9:00; Worship at 9:30  

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
mailto:carole@bemchurch.com
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WHAT DOES BEM CHURCH SUPPORT THRU OCWM? 
from www.ucc.org (edited) 

 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) funds the work we do in the Associations, Conferences, National 

and Global settings of the church.  OCWM funds are invested in programs, resources and tools needed to 

keep local UCC churches strong, effective and growing.  OCWM helps provide pastoral placement and 

education for church leaders; worship materials and theological interpretation; resources and training for 

stewardship and fundraising; and so much more.  We are one church, a United and Uniting Church; and 

the lifeblood of our church body is Our Church’s Wider Mission.     
 

MESA- The UCC’s Ministerial Excellence, Support and Authorization Ministry Team is designed to 

support Clergy in our denomination from the first inklings of their call to ministry, all the way through a 

healthy retirement.  MESA collaborates with Conferences, Associations and Committees on Ministry to 

enhance the ministry of Authorized Ministers (Clergy).  This Holy Work is never done in isolation; it is 

dependent on God’s presence moving through the church and calling forth leaders.  Together with all 

settings of the church we work to form, equip and support these leaders.     
 

Congregational Vitality- Congregational Vitality is found in hope-filled worship, nurturing faith, 

extravagant welcome and visionary leadership.  UCC Congregations are nourished by many resources 

provided by the UCC’s Congregational Vitality Ministry.  Whether it is lay leadership training through 

the Center for Progressive Renewal, funding for new and renewing churches, or providing scholarly 

reflection for worship resources, the UCC strives to strengthen church leadership in many ways.     
 

Youth Ministries- The UCC’s Ministry for Youth is committed to leadership, spiritual formation, justice, 

service and youth advocacy.  It provides resources for events such as the National Youth Event, Regional 

Youth Events and General Synod.  Youth Ministry is made possible year-round through regional and 

Conference based gatherings and partnerships with our camps across the country.   
 

One Church- The UCC works with global partners to change lives through our partnership with the 

Disciples of Christ in our Global Ministries.  This mission work is accomplished through over 70 trusted 

mission partners (such as INESIN in Chiapas), 90 deployed volunteer staff, 88 educational mission host 

sites, 164 volunteer mission groups with over 5500 members.  Through this web, we provide 

programmatic presence in disaster recovery, immersion training centers and services, learning sites to 

offer folks a hand up, and systemic support for grassroots empowerment initiatives.  Through this 

partnership we offer a global sharing of resources and a Biblically sound prophetic vision of justice and 

peace, joining with God’s concern for the poor and oppressed.   
 

Justice Immersion Centers- God’s grace and generosity call us to be courageous advocates for justice 

and peace.  We are inspired by the Bible, the foundation of our justice faith formation that comes to life 

when we study issues, organize with communities, build networks and advocate for justice.  The UCC’s 

Justice Immersion Centers provide transformational experiences that move participants to create social 

and spiritual change.  The first life that we change is our own; we are then compelled to be human 

channels of God’s grace and peace in the world made real through the teachings and example of Jesus 

Christ.   
 

At Bem Church, we have budgeted $8000 to Our Church’s Wider Mission in 2017; an amount that we 

have faithfully increased by $500 every year for the past 3 years to show our thanks for all of God’s 

Blessings and the ministry we are called to embrace.  This budgeted item is funded through the Mission 

Fund designation on your offering envelopes.   Through our contributions to Our Church’s Wider 

Mission via the Mission Fund designation on your offering envelopes, Bem Church is changing lives; all 

over the world!   

 

http://www.ucc.org/
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SCRIPTURES FOR JULY 

These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the 

month of July.  Read ahead!  You will get much more out of worship if you read the 

scriptures ahead of time. 

7/2-  No Communion 

 “Freedom for/from what?” 

Epistle Lesson: Romans 6:12-14 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 10:34-42 
 

7/16- The Bible and Homosexuality**  

“What does the Bible say about 

Homosexuality?” 

Epistle Lesson:          1 Corinthians 6:9-10 

Gospel Lesson:      Matthew 23:13-15, 23-24 
 

7/9-  Communion Sunday 

 “Slavery and the Inner Conflict” 

Epistle Lesson:            Romans 7:14-25 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 11:25-30 
 

7/23-  Jesus’ Parables Explained 

 “Speaking in Parable” 

Epistle Lesson Romans 8:18-25 

Gospel Lesson:         Matthew 14:24-35

**The sermon on July 16, 2017 will be an essential repeat, with some revisions, of the sermon I 

preached on July 12, 2015 detailing what the Bible says about Homosexuality.  There are those who 

continue to believe, in error, that the Bible condemns Homosexuality.  It does not.  This sermon will 

gently and lovingly address that misconception.     
 

COMMMUNION IN JULY 
Because of the Independence Day Holiday and five Sundays in July, Communion will be celebrated on 

July 9, the second Sunday of the month, rather than July 2, the first Sunday.   
 

BEM CHURCH AT GASCONADE COUNTY FAIR 
There are two opportunities this month for the people of Bem Church to support the Gasconade County 

Community by serving at the Gasconade County Fair!   
 

Thursday, July 27- Bem Church will be working the upper Food Stand at the fair from 2:00-6:00pm.  

We will need about a dozen folks on each shift from 2:00-4:00 and from 4:00-6:00.  There is a sign up 

sheet in the back of the Sanctuary.  Sign up today!  We need to you support this community effort! 
 

Friday, July 28- The Bem Church Youth will be working the Ice Cream Stand at the fair from 2:00-

6:00pm.  This is an annual event that kicks off the youth group schedule for the year.  We will be doing 

many fun activities this year, and this one is the first.  This is for all youth entering 6
th
 grade thru Seniors 

in High School.  All youth are invited to come and have fun at the ice cream booth with us!  (Adults are 

welcome to come by and stick around for a bit to help chaperone as well!) 
 

RUSSELL HOUSE IN ROLLA- JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Russell House of Rolla is a non-profit organization providing services to victims of family violence and 

their children.  They seek to break the cycle of violence through increasing public awareness of the 

problem of domestic violence and sexual assault, acting as advocates for victims, coordinating existing 

resources for the benefit of survivors, and providing a safe environment for survivors. Russell House 

strives to develop and maintain a confidential and supportive network to provide shelter, counseling, and 

care for victims of domestic violence while educating the community about prevention and the needs of 

victims and their families.  Sundays in July, Kristie Lenauer will be speaking to us about Russell House 

and their mission and ministry in our community.  She is working on getting a speaker from Russell 

House to come as well.  Watch for more information about Russell House in July!   
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STEWARDSHIP MOMENT…CHOICES   by Peggy Farrell 

I am the daughter of Charlie & Dorothy Zelch.  I grew up on the farm in rural Rosebud. I was raised 

Catholic in the Holy Martyrs of Japan church & school. I was baptized, participated in the sacrament of 

Holy Communion & confirmation.  I even went to 1
st
 thru the 3

rd
 grade at the Japan school. It later closed 

down and I went to public school.  I continued to go to church with my parents as I grew up. I remember 

going to church every morning before school and with the family on Sundays.  The Japan Church always 

had their picnic in June and I worked in the basement serving food and waiting & clearing tables as my 

parents worked the bingo stand.  They showed me that giving of yourself to your church was important. 
 

When I was a senior in high school I was asked to marry my sweetheart, Randy, so after saying yes then 

trying to plan a wedding you could see that this wouldn’t work out with our families; Catholic &  Baptist.  

So we decided instead of choosing one over the other we went hunting for a new church.  After going to 

several we started attending St John’s Bem Church.  I loved it!  I found that small rural church again at St 

John’s Bem and we felt very welcomed by everyone.  We were married here in September of 1988 by 

Rev. Kevin Weaver on a very hot, hot September day (Long before the air conditioning was installed)  

We did have several in the wedding party either came close to fainting or get overheated that day.   
 

We were blessed with two healthy children; Ashley & Ryan.  We later moved to town and were running 

our kids back and forth to many different events, as all parents do.  We transferred our membership to St 

Peters UCC in Owensville where we attended but not regularly.   
 

I lost my dad Charlie to Thyroid Cancer in 2012; and being a Daddy’s girl, I felt lost & empty. But I had 

my mother to tend to; she was lost within herself to Dementia and barely knew who I was.  She passed 

away in 2015.  I had a deep emptiness without them; God is helping me fill that every day. 
 

So back to Bem Church we came and again feel very welcomed and happy here. What other church is so 

accepting?  Church is not just a building it is like family. Children’s time is so enjoyable and we love to 

see so many participate.  Pastor Rick has never skipped a beat with children all around. Friends have 

become family.  We enjoy the dinners (German Dinner, Smorgasbord, Steak Dinner) & and the desserts!  

We enjoy helping with the picnics – serving & making sandwiches and my husband frying fish; I have 

helped with Sunday School and now am on the Church Council.  After Des asked me to be on the Church 

Council and I said no; but she persisted so I gave in. I thank you for allowing me to serve you, our family. 
 

When we speak of Time it seems none of us have enough time in the day.  We all have our busy 

schedules. We just need to make the most of our time and schedule the church & Committees as well.  

Since my children have grown, we have become “empty nesters” & I haven’t taken up traveling the world 

for financial reasons. I have time on my hands.  We can all make a commitment of our time to the church.  

You will be happier, healthier, & feel renewed.  Just do it! 
 

We are all blessed with talents.  You may just not have discovered them yet…. But perhaps you have a 

professional trade to share with the church, an artistic ability, are a teacher, have a beautiful voice to be in 

the choir and rejoice, help with preschool, etc. I know that giving serves others and this can transform you 

to be a better person.  Just do it! 
 

Treasures help the church which can help your inner spirit by giving.  Some of us are much better at 

tipping our local waiters then we are at giving back to the church or buying those tickets to the big 

sporting events rather than giving to charity.  “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 

what we give."-(Dave Ramsey)  Giving liberates the soul of the giver. You never walk away feeling badly. 

Whether through a tithe, charitable contributions, or gift to a friend in need, give away at least some of 

your money. Just be consistent make plans to give on a regular basis. Just do it!  
 

God has given us two hands… one to receive with and the other to give with.    Thank You!  
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL by Faye Howard, Secretary 

Notes from our regular meeting, June 13: 

 Pastor Rick reported that Membership Care will proof read the new directory and we should have the 

directory by Rally Day. 

 Christian Ed will be interviewing applications received for a Youth Pastor. 

 Dan reported that work day went well and some of the railing had been painted. That project needs to 

be finished. A new light was placed in the stairwell going to the basement. 

 Carole reminded us that we need to fill out pink slips before she can pay the bills. They are in 

her office. The Quilt Auction was not held due to the number of people at the picnic at 7:00. They 

will be auctioned at the fall picnic. 

 The council approved the Church Office Administrator Job Description (office secretary). We 

approved the guidelines for the 150
th
 anniversary committee. 

 Dan reported that the building committee recommended Randy Nilges bid for the drawing. Council 

approved. 

 The men served approximate 70 breakfasts for Mother’s Day. Thank You. 

 The council will be working on a party to send Pastor Rick and family to their new home in 

Columbia. It will be in August. 
 

Notes from our Special Meeting, June 15: 
We met with Rev. Ginny Brown-Daniel, Conference Minister and Rev. Dale Parson, Associate 

Conference Minister to discuss the step in obtaining a new minister. They explained it could take 18 

months to 3 years and that we need to be patient, so we find the right one.  

 It is a 3 step process:  

o Hire an interim minister (selected by the council). That committee is Peggy Farrell, Patrick 

Thompson, Hester Tayloe, and Alan Shotwell.  

o Select a search committee (appointed by the council), Interview and call a candidate. 

o  Enter into a contract, move them, and install the new pastor. There will be input from the 

congregation as well.  

 We will have guidance from the conference as well as a steward to work with us during this process. 

This can be a growing time for the congregation. If we are patient, God will direct our path. 
 

BRING TABS TO CHURCH 

The Mission Committee is collecting can tabs for the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia, MO.  

These tabs are collected for the aluminum in them and recycled so support the ministries of Ronald 

McDonald House, a non-profit entity that relies on individual and corporate donations for the majority of 

their funding.  There are jars in both the sofa room and the back of the sanctuary to collect tabs. 
 

NOISY OFFERING 
The Mission and Social Concerns Committee takes care of the noisy offering container in the Sofa Room!  

Look for the clear glass pickle jar at the collection spot in the sofa room; a place where you can deposit 

your noisy offering (coins- pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters- any loose change) for ministry in the World.  

This offering will go to Ronald McDonald House, Columbia.  Make a joyful noise to the LORD!     
 

CASA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
CASA is an organization dedicated to providing specialized one on one care with children in various 

stages of the court system, some in foster care or wards of the state.  They need volunteers to walk with 

these children through the legal challenges they face, and be their cheerleader when things get rough.  

Currently there are 18 children in Gasconade County who need CASA volunteers to walk with them.  Are 

you interested in helping?  Talk to a Mission Committee Member. 
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WELCOME MELANIE RITTER 

Welcome to our new custodian, Melanie Ritter!  Melanie began custodial duties here during Holy Week.  

She is cleaning the church twice each week; Monday late afternoon/evening and either Friday evening or 

Saturday mornings.  Melanie has two daughters, works full time during the week in Owensville, and grew 

up in this area.  When you see Melanie around church, be sure to welcome her! 
 

THANK YOU… 
Dear Family, 

Thank you for helping me go to Camp MoVal!  I had a lot of fun!  I can’t wait to go next year! 

       -Love, Jordyn Mittelhauser 

 

EASTERN ASSOCIATION SPRING MEETING REPORT 
By Alan Shotwell 

 

The Eastern Association Spring Meeting was held on 7. May 2017 from 2:00pm to 6pm at Camp MoVal, 

Union, Missouri.  St. John’s United Church of Christ, Bem is allowed to send the Pastor plus up to 6 

delegates (4 adults and 2 young adults) to the Eastern Association Meetings.  Although anyone can attend, 

only the Pastor and the delegates vote during the business portion of the meeting. 
 

The delegates representing Bem Church were:  Pastor Rick Oberle; Kim Oberle; Alan D. Shotwell; Des 

Sullinger; Shelby Oberle; Lindsey Oberle.  Other Bem Church member in attendance was 

Reverend Dr. Ginny Brown-Daniel, Missouri Mid-South Conference Minister 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Eastern Association Council President, Rev Joe Rowley.  There 

were welcome announcements from the Camp MoVal Director Jeremy Force, Committee Presidents and 

vendors.  Rev. Rowley read the scripture and gave the message.  An offering was taking for the flood 

victims of Missouri.  We collected more than $500.00. 
 

Business Meeting: 

An Eastern Association website has been set up.  A Survey was sent out to all churches in the Eastern 

Association called “What Can We Do For You.”  A revision to Section 3 of the Eastern Association By-

Laws was tabled until after the breakouts.   Afterwards, the business meeting was reconvened and the 

pending main motion was taken from the table, discussed and approved.  The business meeting was 

adjourned. 
 

There were two breakouts, Group A and Group B:  Group A went on walking tour of Camp MoVal and 

Group B was given a presentation by Joyce Bathke on “Older Adult Ministry.”  Then the groups 

swapped.  I didn’t go on the walking tour because of my hip.  After the breakouts Emmaus Homes give 

away a wine basket. 
 

Our Missouri Mid-South Conference Minister and member of our church, Ginny Brown-Daniel briefly 

spoke on “Living Our Change” and downsizing of the Missouri Mid-South Conference staff.  By the way, 

there are 143 churches in the conference. 
 

The food was blessed and we had dinner (All you can eat fried chicken, baked beans, green beans, roll, 

salad, water and coffee and strawberry cheesecake for dessert). 
 

During dinner Eric Moeller, Pastor at Catawissa Union UCC, gave a presentation on his experience at a 

progressive Christian music workshop he recently attended on behalf of the Eastern Association. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Alan D. Shotwell, Council President and Delegate to the Eastern Association 
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KEEP SAVING… 
 “Best Choice” labels 

 “Box Tops for Education” 

 Used Ink jet cartridges  

 Eyeglasses 

 Cancelled postage stamps 

 Soda Can Tabs  
There is a collection point for these in the 

Sofa Room.  These items help the 

ministries of Bem Church! 

(No more prescription bottles or 

Campbell’s labels, please) 

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE! 
 

E-giving is still available at Bem Church! 
 

We are no longer using “e-give usa” but 

we are looking at other “e-giving” 

platforms offered by the United Church of 

Christ and our Sunday envelope service.   
 

In the meantime, you always have the 

option to make St. John’s, Bem an 

automatic payment thru your local bank; 

just as you do your auto loan, student loan, 

house payment, or other standard 

commitments.  Several of our church 

members do this, and we receive checks in 

the mail almost every week from 

congregation members and friends who 

have set up Bem Church as an automatic 

payment thru their local bank.     
 

If you would like more information talk to 

Pastor Rick, Carole, or a Church Council 

Member; or check with your local bank.  

This will not be for everyone; but for 

some, this is a great convenience.   

 

 

BEM CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
The Bem Church Office is closed on 

Fridays. Carole is available (usually) 

Monday through Thursday 9:00am-

2:00pm.  Please leave a message if the 

machine picks up- often we are here, just 

away from the phone! 

 

 

 

VBS AT BEM: 
 

Vacation Bible School will be 

July 18-20 

6:00-8:30 each Evening 

 

For more information, 

Talk to 

Nancy Jenkins! 

BEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Alan Shotwell, President; Peggy Farrell, Vice President; Faye Howard, Secretary;  

Dyana Glaser, Treasurer; Dan Lenauer & Patrick Thompson, Trustees;  

Hester Tayloe, Pastor/Parish Relations Committee Representative 

Rev. Richard Oberle, Pastor 

UCC FIRSTS 
As we celebrate our 60

th
 anniversary and 

recognize General Synod this year, here is a 

look as some UCC Firsts over the years: 

 

1620:   UCC ancestors are the pilgrims who 

come to this country seeking spiritual freedom 

1700:   We take an stand against slavery, 

paving the way for future abolitionists 

1773:   We organize the Boston Tea Party, 

protesting British oppression 

1777:   We hide the Liberty Bell from the 

British, standing up for freedom 

1785:   We ordain the first Black Pastor in the 

US, Rev. Lemuel Hayes, distinguished clergy 

1839:   We defend and comfort kidnapped 

Africans on the slave ship “Amistad” 

1853:   We ordain the first Female Pastor in 

modern times, Antoinette Brown 

1889:   We stand up for healthcare, forming 

Deaconess Hospital and Deaconesses 

1972:   We ordain the first openly gay Pastor 

in modern times, William R. Johnson 

2005:   We stand up for Marriage Equality, a 

full 10 years before it becomes the law 
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JULY SERVICE SCHEDULE  Flowers: Sadie Kohrmann  

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 
7/2- Kolby Baker; 7/6- Carl Landwehr, Sonnie Dotson, Emma Jenkins; 

7/7- Haley Lenauer, Ross Johnson. Jim Decker; 7/9- Troy Kreter, Jeff Koepke;  

7/12- Parker Johnson; 7/13- Jim Schafer; 7/14- Hugh Steinman, Tierra Martin; 7/17- Jan McQueen;  

7/19- Olivia Spurgeon; 7/21- Darin Layman, Aimee Hansel;  

7/22- Linda Blankenship, Matt Ruegge; 7/23- Tim Whelan;  

7/25- Steve Hullinghoff, Kristen Smith; 7/29- Kris Altemeyer, Anita Altemeyer;  

7/29- Michael Branson; 7/31- George Wnuk    …Happy Birthday! 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH 
7/2- Connie & Jeff Koepke; 7/14- Pamela & Richard Koepke; 7/19- April & Brian Jardes;  

7/28- Megan & Bill Silvers; 7/30- Sarah & Frank Heckler  …Happy Anniversary! 
 

ATTENDANCE   

Feb 5 77 March 5  120 April 2  89 May 7 101 June 4 116 

Feb 12 117 March 12 116 April 9  78 May 14 106 June 11 55 

Feb 19 99 March 19 116 April 16 229 May 21 86  June 18 75 

Feb 26 133 March 26 131 April 23 100 May 28 60  June 25 80 

     April 30 60 

Averages:             

2017: 107 2017:  121 2017:  111 2017: 88  2017: 82 

2016: 90 2016:  118 2016:  80 2016: 85  2016: 68

 

FALL PICNIC AUGUST 26- WORK LIST OUT NEXT MONTH 
The Bem Church Fall Picnic will be August 26.  We will be compiling the Volunteer List in the next few 

weeks, for publication in next month’s issue of The Scoop.  If you have any preferences or changes to be 

made on your volunteer shift, email or call Carole in the Church Office!      

Nursery Workers: 
 

7/2:    Laurie McFalls  

         & Sue Nesslage 

 

7/9:  Shelby Oberle 

         & Mary Chapman 

 

7/16:  Kim Oberle 

         & Brooke Johnson 

 

7/23:   Debbie Baxter 

           & Jordan Mantels 

Greeters: 
 

The Leann Smith 

Family 
 

The Dave Ruffner  

& Lois Ruffner Families  

 

The Keith Glaser  

& Marilyn Glaser Families  

 

The John Tayloe    

&  Tracy Behrens Families 

Lay Reader: 

 
Grace McFalls 

 

 
Allisen Chapman 

 

 

 

Lindsey Oberle 
 

 
 

Alan  Shotwell 

Acolytes: 
 

TJ Whelan 

      & Grace McFalls 

 

Lindsey Oberle 

      & Allisen Chapman    
 

Gracie Schultz    

      & Sydney Silvers 

 

Macen Blankenship 

      & Garret West 

7/30:  Tammi Branson 

          & Dyana Glaser 

The Glen Mercer    

&  Casey Heying Families 

 

Sydney Silvers 

TJ Whelan 

      & Grace McFalls 
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
 

General Fund  

Balance as of 5-15-17  $2371 

Income:  Offering   $7238 

Endowment Draw $5000 

Picnic   $7759 

Tower   $650 

Reimbursements $385 

Total Income   $16,032 

Expense:  Budgeted items ($17,208) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $1195 
 

Building Fund 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $2978 

Donations   $229 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $3207 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $906 

Income:   Envelopes  $435 

 x-fer from endowment $2000 

  Interest $9 

Total Income:   $2444 

Expenses: Mowing ($1300) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $2050 
 

Cemetery Investment Funds 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $141,528 

Rippeto Estate Funds  $57,930 

Money Market    $17,466 

Certificates of Deposit  $66,983 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $142,379 

 

Special Offering Fund 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $8371 

Income:  5 for 5 x-fer  $3500 

 Blanket Fund  $20 

 Emmaus Homes $60 

Total Income:   $3580 

Expenses:  INESIN BBQ ($569) 

 5 for 5 Missions ($3500) 

 Agape Clinic  ($895) 

 RMD House  ($403) 

Total Expenses:  ($5367) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $6584 
 

Quilters  

Balance as of 5-15-17  $2819  

Expenses:  Supplies  ($100) 

 Ice Maker donation ($400) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $2319 
 

 

 

Memorial/Gift Fund 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $1642 
 

Youth Fellowship  

Balance as of 5-15-17  $843 

Income:  Soda   $41 

Expenses:  Soda  ($66) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $818 
 

Hospitality Committee  

Balance as of 5-15-17  $376 

Income    $292 

Expenses   ($192) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $476 
 

Mission & Social Concerns 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $1259 

Income:  Picnic (Country store) $695 

Expense:  Picnic   ($100) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $1854 
 

Pastor’s Housing Equity Fund 

Checking Account  $3847 

United Church Funds  $8502 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $12,349 
 

Licklider VBS Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $19,164 

Checking Account Balance  $691 

United Church Funds  $19,806 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $20,497 

 

Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $86,028 

Expense:  Mission Work ($3500) 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $88,104 
 

Scholarship Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $181,744 

Balance as of 6-15-17  $192,804 

 

Special Projects Totals (as of 6-15-17) 

Parsonage Renovation  $96,682 

Handicapped Parking area $7975 

MoVal Health Center  $12,382 

 

(For information/balances/questions on other 

Rippeto Estate Funds, or any other financial 

questions, ask Carole in the church office- or a 

Church Council Member!)



The Scoop- July, 2017 

 

REMODEL PROJECT UPDATE 
The Remodel Committee received bids from 2 different architects to draw up plans to construct the area to 

install an elevator and remodel the back stair/ramp area to make the church handicapped accessible.  This 

will also include a new entrance to the kitchen to help with the flow during meals and remodeling the 

downstairs bathrooms, as well as handicapped access to the Sanctuary.  The quotes were brought to the 

Council and Dan Lenauer discussed the Committee's recommendation.   The Council approved hiring Nilges 

from Cuba to do the drawings.  His bid was well within the approved amount set by the Congregation and he 

gave us several great ideas for the improvements that we had not considered and that will save us quite a bit 

of money in the long run.  Mr. Nilges is highly recommended by many who have used his service in the past.  

We should plan to bring these plans to the congregation in July or early August for everyone to review and 

discuss.  We reassure everyone that nothing will be done until after a Congregation Meeting and vote. 

  

St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ- July/August 2017 Calendar 

Summer Schedule thru 8/27- Coffee & Conversation at 9:00; Worship at 9:30 
 

June 30-July 4 31
st
 General Synod of the United Church of Christ in Baltimore, MD 

July 2 No Communion 

 Pastor Rick leads worship at Frene Valley    2:00pm 

July 6 Confirmation       10:30am 

July 9-15 Pastor Rick Directing Middle School Camp at MoVal 

July 11 Church Council Meeting      6:30pm  

July 13 Confirmation at Camp MoVal     10:30am-2:00pm 

July 17 Mission Committee Meeting     6:30pm 

July 18-20 Vacation Bible School at Bem; Nancy Jenkins, coordinator  6:00-8:30pm 

July 21-22 Confirmation Field Trip to Houses of Worship in St. Louis  9:00am-6:00pm 

July 27 Bem Church work food stand at Gasconade County Fair  2:00-6:00pm 

July 28 Youth work Ice Cream Stand at Gasconade County Fair  2:00-6:00pm 

August 3 ORMA Back to School Fair at Lion’s Hall    2:00-6:00pm 

August 8 Grape Cluster Meeting/Brunch; farewell to Pastor Rick  10:00am 

August 12-13 Farewell to Pastor Rick Activities at Bem Church 

August 21 Solar Eclipse 

August 23 Picnic Clean Up Day      4:00pm 

August 26 Fall Picnic at Bem Church      4:00-9:00pm 

August 27 Pastor Rick’s Last Sunday at Bem Church    9:30am 

Quilting Every Tuesday 9:00am-12:00pm 

And some Wednesday evenings (Talk to Peggy Schafer or Carole Dotson) 
 

St. John's United Church of Christ 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO 65066 

 

 

 


