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St. John's, Bem United Church of Christ 
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Pastor:  Rev. Richard Oberle email:  rick@bemchurch.com 
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President:  Alan Shotwell  email:  alshotwell@gmail.com 
 

Organist:  Jamie Mercer    Custodian:  Melanie Ritter 

Cemetery Sexton:  Lee Kreter  Visual Arts Coordinator:  Paula Shockley 

 

   Lent Edition 
 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard…       "Saying Goodbye" 
 

As you all should have heard by now, I announced on May 21 that I will be leaving Bem 

Church by the end of August.  God is moving me on; calling me to a new ministry with 

Columbia United Church of Christ.  This is a challenging, emotional time for me as I 

reflect on the relationship we have had for the past ten years (I celebrate my ten year 

anniversary at Bem Church on June 1) and contemplate moving on to a new ministry.  It 

is frightening and overwhelming at times; but I know this is God’s call in my life.   
 

Over the next few months in worship we will be discussing transitions and ending issues 

as we work through our grief while looking forward to New Beginnings for Bem Church 

this fall.  We are both entering into an exciting season of our lives, beginning new 

ministries.  For me, the ministries will be challenging in a new context; for Bem Church, 

this is a time for the congregation to grow, to shine, and to come together united around a 

common cause.  That cause is best summed up in our new United Church of Christ 

mission statement:  “United in Christ’s Love, a Just World for All.” 
 

Bem Church will be just fine, as long as that vision/mission is your goal.  We must be 

United in Christ’s Love; and if we are not working for Justice for All, then we are laboring 

in vain.  Jesus tells us the Great Commandment; Love God by Loving your Neighbor.  As 

we love others, we love God; and the best way to love others is to work for Justice in their 

lives.  As we work for a Just world, we serve and love God the best way possible. 
 

That is what church is about.  It is not about picnics, fellowship groups, dinners or even 

Sunday School; church is about our mission in God’s World to make the world a better 

place.  If Bem Church can unite around God’s mission for Justice, then Bem Church will 

thrive well into the future. 
 

And if we are united in our work for Justice, then we never truly say goodbye; for we are 

all joined together in service to God.  We may be working in different contexts, but we are 

all in ministry together; loving God’s World.   

–Pastor Rick              
 

           -Pastor Rick 

 

Summer Schedule begins June 4- 

Fellowship time at 9:00; Worship at 9:30  

http://www.bemchurch.com/
mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
mailto:carole@bemchurch.com
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NEW MEMBERS AT BEM 
So far this year, Bem Church has welcomed 9 new members:  Carolyn Bailey, Angela & Brian Decker, 

Jim Decker, Linda & Rubin Haman, Linda & Mike Theidke and Dionne Baumback.  In the coming 

months, we will be publishing biographical information about them (and our new custodian) to welcome 

them into the church family.  This month we feature one of our new members and his journey of faith:    
 

Jim Decker- I was born July 7, 1937 in Canaan, MO.  I attended 8 years, grades 1 through 8 in a one 

room country school.  I attended Gasconade County R-2 High School 4 years.  After graduation I enlisted 

in the army (airborne) in June, 1955.   
 

On December 8, 1955 Patricia Ann Matthews and I were married.  Pat and I were blessed with 4 children 

(2 sons and 2 daughters), 8 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren with 1 on the way. 
 

After I was discharged from the army in June, 1958 I applied for the Missouri State Highway Patrol 

Academy.  Upon completion of the academy I was commissioned a Missouri State Trooper.   
 

I resigned from the Highway Patrol in June, 1966 with regret.  Pat and I became affiliated with Beaufort 

Transfer Trucking Company and were both employed the same day.  After a period of time we became 

co-owners of Beaufort Transfer Company.   
 

In the 1970s Maurice Landwehr and I became business partners, and formed an industrial development 

company to attract industry to the Owensville area.  I am proud to say we were very successful in this 

endeavor.   
 

On March 26, 2017 I became a member of St. John’s United Church of Christ, Bem.  I have a family 

history connected with the Bem Church and members of the congregation.  Welcome, Jim!       
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY UCC 
June 25 is the 60

th
 birthday of the United Church of Christ, a denomination that we are proud to call 

home. But did you know that the UCC had its origins right here in the heartland?   
 

In the summer of 1937 Dr. Samuel Press, President of the Evangelical and Reformed Eden Seminary in 

Webster Groves, Missouri was involved in a Bible Study with Rev. Truman Douglass, pastor at Pilgrim 

Congregational Church in St. Louis.  They took special note of how closely the theology of the E & R 

church aligned with the Congregational Christian Church; and began to think about the possibility of an 

organic merger.   
 

They brought this idea to their judicatories, but there were some who disagreed.  Talks of merger began, 

but lawsuits brought forth by Congregational churches halted our merger.  Were it not for these lawsuits, 

our merger would have occurred much earlier.  In 1954, the E & R Churches and the Congregational 

Christian Churches affirmed a document titled, “the Basis of Union with the Interpretations” that detailed 

our cause, stated beliefs and faith understandings.  This common agreement paved the way so our union 

could officially take place.   
 

The Uniting General Synod of the church took place in June, 1957 with the official birth of the United 

Church of Christ on June 25, 1957.  Hundreds of thousands of former Evangelical and Reformed 

members and Congregational Christian Church members agreed to unity, forming our United Church. 
 

As you can imagine, it was a bit messier than that; this is the condensed version.  Even after the 1957 

merger there were many more issues to work out and threads to connect.  Some of these details were not 

ironed out until the early 1970s.  Even now, we are evolving as a denomination into something new and 

exciting.  But our foundation is still based on unity; and Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, “That 

All May Be One”.  (John 17:21)      
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SCRIPTURES FOR JUNE 

These are the scripture readings and topics we will be exploring in worship during the 

month of June.  Read ahead!  You will get much more out of worship if you read the 

scriptures ahead of time. 

6/4- Pentecost- the Birth of the Church 

Communion/Carry in Meal 

 “Unity and Division” 

Epistle Lesson:             Acts 2:1-8, 11-21 

Gospel Lesson:   John 7:37-44 
 

6/18- Father’s Day  

The Faith of Abraham 

 “The Foundation of Three Faiths” 

Hebrew Lesson: Genesis 18:1-15 

Gospel Lesson:         Matthew 10:1-15 

6/11- Trinity Sunday 

Working together in God 

“Father, Son and Holy Spirit” 

Epistle Lesson:           2 Corinth. 13:11-13 

Gospel Lesson:   Matthew 28:16-20 
 

6/25- the 60th Birthday of the UCC 

Celebrating our Unity 

“That All May Be One” 

Hebrew Lesson: Genesis 21:1-7 

Gospel Lesson:         John 17:20-26
 

JUNE IS GAY PRIDE MONTH    by Rev. Rick Oberle 
One of the standards that the United Church of Christ has upheld since the days of slavery in the US is the 

understanding that all of God’s children are equal and affirmed as worthy, no matter who they are.  

Whether they are black, white, gay or straight, male or female, they are worthy of being affirmed for who 

they are, just as God Created them.  This principal was taught to us by Jesus many times, and is echoed 

by the Apostle Paul who told us, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 

is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”  (Galatians 3:28) 
 

We know that homosexuality is just one of the many diverse ways God has created humanity.  But why 

must we have a “Gay Pride Month”?  Each year in June we celebrate “Gay Pride Month” with parades 

and festivals in every major city (and some minor cities) in the US.  What is the point of all this? 
 

As a white straight male, it is hard for me to wrap my head around the need for a “Gay Pride Month”.  I 

have been accepted all of my life because of how God Created me.  I have never been told that I am 

inferior because of my sexual orientation, or told that I could not marry the one I love because of how 

God created me.  So for me, it is hard to understand why “Gay Pride Month” is important in our world. 
 

But then I think of times I have not been affirmed.  I remember being an awkward High School student, 

pitifully bad at sports.  I remember not fitting in because of my lack of sports acumen, teased and made to 

feel inferior.  How I would have liked to have been affirmed by the football players at my High School!  

How I would have liked to have been affirmed, even though God created me awkward.   
 

Then I begin to understand.  For decades, since the late 1800s, homosexuality has been condemned.  

(Homosexuality was widely accepted by society, neither affirmed nor disparaged, until the late 1800s 

when fundamentalists made condemnation of homosexuality foundational to their beliefs.)  Gay people 

were told that they were inferior, sinners, and unloved.  Gay people have been murdered simply for being 

who they are.  Gay people have been abused for decades.   
 

This is why “Gay Pride Month” is important.  For so many years, God’s children have been told they do 

not matter; now it is time to erase the mistakes of our past with special affirmation.  We may not 

understand the importance of “Gay Pride Month” as much as others do; but if it lifts up the self worth of a 

community of historically abused people who are hurting, then it is important to me.                   
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EMMAUS HOMES- JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 From the “Emmaus Home Messenger” Spring 2017 (edited) 
 

Gene has experienced more adventure and new things over the last 12 months than he had in his whole 

life!  Gene lived a great life before Emmaus, a little sheltered but great nonetheless.  He grew up in Sunset 

Hills with his parents.  They purposely bought a home close to a busy street so Gene could sit in the front 

room and watch the cars go by.  Gene was happy.   
 

Gene’s daily routine was just that- routine.  His food choices did not often branch outside of his usual 

cereal, sandwiches and Steak and Shake hamburgers.  He did not get into the community that often and 

was not big on trying new things or going new places.  He was perfectly content spending time at home 

with his family, looking out at the world.   
 

Gene’s father passed away and his mother became ill.  Unable to care for Gene any longer, his family 

decided to have Emmaus take over as his service provider.  When Emmaus began providing support to 

Gene, his adventures began.  In the summer of 2015 he moved into a community house with two 

housemates and they instantly became friends.  Recently, Gene and his two housemates, Tim and Matt, 

attended their first ever prom!  The Tim Tebow Foundation put on a prom for individuals with 

disabilities.  Gene rented a tuxedo and had the time of his life!   
 

But Gene’s adventures did not stop there.  In recent weeks he has visited the St. Louis Zoo, gone to the 

movies and the bowling alley with his friends.  They all cheered each other on.   
 

Gene’s travels and adventures are just getting started. Gene has all of these exciting opportunities because 

of donors like you.  With your support, our clients are able to experience their surrounding communities 

like never before.  Thank you!  Your support helps provide our clients the ability to life their lives as 

independently as possible in the community of their choice. 
 

Emmaus Homes is our Mission of the Month for June.  Each Sunday in June, you will hear about the 

work being done at Emmaus and we will be collecting for their mission work.  This fall, the Emmaus 

Home Bell Choir will be here as well.   Keep the people of Emmaus Homes in your prayers!       
 

EMMAUS HOMES TRANSITION TO COMMUNITY LIVING 
In May, 2015 the Emmaus Board of Directors voted to begin transitioning clients from the Marthasville 

campus to the community, with a commitment to complete the move by July 2020.  However, we are 

thrilled to share that we are ahead of schedule and our newest projections indicate that all of our clients 

should be transitioned to the community by March 2019.    
 

Currently 49 clients remain on the Marthasville campus.  Our client services team has met with them and 

their family members to identify where they would like to live and who they would like as their 

housemates.  Our staff, working in conjunction with our “angel investors” (the owners of the homes 

where our clients live) are busy finding homes that meet the needs of our clients and families.  In the next 

6 months, we anticipate opening 5 new homes to serve 16 clients from the Marthasville campus.   
 

This is an exciting time of growth for Emmaus.  In the past 7 months we have opened 10 new homes, and 

our new administrative offices in Marthasville.  What remains unchanged, however is our focus on 

continuing the nearly 125 year tradition of providing high quality faith-based services to people with 

developmental disabilities.     
 

Emmaus Is:  “A faith based organization providing around the clock services to adults with developmental 

disabilities with the goal of helping them live their best lives possible in the community of their choice.” 
 

Find out more about Emmaus Homes at   www.emmaushomes.org  

http://www.emmaushomes.org/
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STEWARDSHIP MOMENT…JOURNEYS   by Faye Howard 
 

My faith journey began when I was   4 months old when I was baptized at St. Peters.  Thanks to my 

parents Earl & Fern Kramme, I attended Sunday School regularly.  I was confirmed at St. Peters taking 

instruction with the Bem kids.  That is when I started my journey on my own, other than my parents 

insisting that I attend church almost every Sunday until I was out of their house.  I may take my faith for 

granted more than someone who has not had Christ in their life at all times.  I don’t know life without a 

belief in God. We moved a lot when we were married and then settled down in Cuba. That is when our 

family accepted St John, Bem as our church family. 
 

I always knew that Jesus was my savior and that he would take care of me.  But I doubted many times and 

did not truly believe he would. One Sunday morning I was confronted with a situation. We were late for 

church and so we had to set in the front row with 3 kids.  I was 35 years old and I prayed all during 

church that he would forgive me.  That day I understood “Faith is not believing that God can …it is 

knowing that God will.” It truly changed my prayers and peacefulness.  
 

Our lives take many journeys.  As a child our parents make most of our decisions and we accept those 

decisions. As a teenager our parents aren’t always with us and God needs to help us make the right 

choices. Remember God can see our every move. Our life’s journey takes us to college, then marriage.  A 

new journey that takes us from a “me” to an “us” pattern.  We have children and we think maybe the kids 

need to be in Sunday school. I wondered why I bother to come to church then. I think back that is the only 

hour my kids were not supposed to say “MOM MOM.” If I didn’t get anything out of the sermon, at least 

I had quiet time. 
 

 Our next journey in life is the empty nest time.  “What does God want me to do now that I am retired?  I 

told myself I need to spend more time doing things for the church and others. Boy, am I surprised how 

many people need you.  Life’s journey sometime takes us to taking care of parents. ( A true blessing and 

challenge.)  Our last journey is to be alone and know that God is still speaking to us.  
 

God has put me in several places that I said,” You must not be done with me yet. What do you want me to 

do? Like the time we went to visit Paula in Florida and a tractor trailer load of steel pipe hit our car with 

the kids and my parents in the car. The pipe stayed on the trailer and we were not hurt. Or when my car 

rolled over me, stopped on top of me and I prayed,” God let it roll off of me.”  No broken bones. I had to 

reevaluate my life and ask God to tell me what “Do you want me to do”?   
 

I think one of the hardest things for me to do is realize when God is speaking to me or when I am making 

the decisions on my own. Each of us has talents given to us by God.  They are very hard to recognize 

because talents come easy to you. I was reminded of this when Pastor Rick ask the council to speak to 

you. More than once I said “I don’t think I can get up in front of the church and speak” Not a problem for 

me. It is a talent.  Think about the God given talents you have and how you can give those talents in your 

community, church, and your personal life.  They can be as small as a smile or hug from a child or as big 

as playing the piano or preaching.  We all have talents to make God’s world a better place to be.        
 

I tell myself, “If you are not making your community a better place to live, you’re just taking up space.” 

Think about your talents. Life is full of journeys.  Find the positive in every situation and remember God 

has put you in that place to do God’s work.  
 

RAMADAN IN JUNE 
From May 27-June 25, our brothers and sisters in the Muslim faith are celebrating their most Holy month- 

Ramadan.  During this month, they participate in special dietary observances, rituals and prayers to 

connect them more spiritually with God.  Blessings to faithful Muslims around the world and prayers for 

a peaceful and happy Ramadan!  Ramadan Mubarak!       
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BRING TABS TO CHURCH 

The Mission Committee is collecting can tabs for the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia, MO.  

These tabs are collected for the aluminum in them and recycled so support the ministries of Ronald 

McDonald House, a non-profit entity that relies on individual and corporate donations for the majority of 

their funding.  There are jars in both the sofa room and the back of the sanctuary to collect tabs. 
 

NOISY OFFERING IS BACK 
The Mission and Social Concerns Committee has brought back the noisy offering container in the Sofa 

Room!  Look for the clear glass pickle jar at the collection spot in the sofa room; a place where you can 

deposit your noisy offering (coins- pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters- any loose change) for ministry in the 

World.  This offering will go to Ronald McDonald House, Columbia.  Make a joyful noise to the LORD!     
 

CASA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
CASA is an organization dedicated to providing specialized, one on one care with children in various 

stages of the court system, some in foster care or wards of the state.  They need volunteers to walk with 

these children through the legal challenges they face, and be their cheerleader when things get rough.  

Currently there are 18 children in Gasconade County who need CASA volunteers to walk with them.  Are 

you interested in helping?  Talk to Pastor Rick. 
 

PENTECOST PARTY JUNE 4 

June 4 is Pentecost– the Birthday of the church!  We will celebrate by wearing RED to church that 

Sunday!  We will also have a fellowship meal together.  Everyone is encouraged to bring a carry-in dish.  

We will eat after worship, around 10:30am (remember, worship starts at 9:30 starting June 4).  Plan on 

sticking around for worship and a Pentecost Party celebration!  The Hospitality Committee is 

coordinating this meal.  Questions?  Talk to Hester Tayloe.   
 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE PARSONAGE 
All are invited to a graduation party open house for Shelby Oberle at the Bem Church parsonage on 

Saturday, June 3 starting at 2:00pm.  Come by when you can and visit!  Shelby will be going to Missouri 

State University in Springfield.   
 

GRAPE CLUSTER TO HEAR FROM HABITAT 
The Franklin County Chapter of Habitat for Humanity has been around for a dozen or so years now, and 

is gearing up for several builds in years to come.  The Grape Country Cluster will hear from the Executive 

Director of the Franklin County Habitat for Humanity at their next meeting, June 1. 
  

Grape cluster meetings are open to anyone.  They are a casual association of United Church of Christ 

Congregations in Franklin and Gasconade Counties.  We meet 9-10 times each year for education and 

fellowship.  Come and hear what is going on at our next Cluster meeting! 
 

THANK YOU 
To my Bem Church Family:  thank you for the gift card and giving me the opportunity to be the custodian 

at Bem Church.  Each season brought changes to the job- mud, grass, leaves and snow; and they overlap!  

Thank you again; May God Bless you all.     -Love and Peace, Nancy Kohrmann 
 

WELCOME MELANIE RITTER 
Welcome to our new custodian, Melanie Ritter!  Melanie began custodial duties here during Holy Week.  

She is cleaning the church twice each week; Monday late afternoon/evening and either Friday evening or 

Saturday mornings.  Melanie has two daughters, works full time during the week in Owensville, and grew 

up in this area.  When you see Melanie around church, be sure to welcome her! 
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KEEP SAVING… 
 “Best Choice” labels 

 “Box Tops for Education” 

 Used Ink jet cartridges  

 Eyeglasses 

 Cancelled postage stamps 

 Soda Can Tabs  
There is a collection point for these in the 

Sofa Room.  These items help the 

ministries of Bem Church! 

(No more prescription bottles or 

Campbell’s labels, please) 

STEWARDSHIP ON-LINE! 
 

E-giving is still available at Bem Church! 
 

We are no longer using “e-give usa” but 

we are looking at other “e-giving” 

platforms offered by the United Church of 

Christ and our Sunday envelope service.   
 

In the meantime, you always have the 

option to make St. John’s, Bem an 

automatic payment thru your local bank; 

just as you do your auto loan, student loan, 

house payment, or other standard 

commitments.  Several of our church 

members do this, and we receive checks in 

the mail almost every week from 

congregation members and friends who 

have set up Bem Church as an automatic 

payment thru their local bank.     
 

If you would like more information talk to 

Pastor Rick, Carole, or a Church Council 

Member; or check with your local bank.  

This will not be for everyone; but for 

some, this is a great convenience.   

 

 

BEM CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
The Bem Church Office is closed on 

Fridays. Carole is available (usually) 

Monday through Thursday 9:00am-

2:00pm.  Please leave a message if the 

machine picks up- often we are here, just 

away from the phone! 

 

 

 

BEM CHURCH IS HIRING! 
 

St. John’s, Bem UCC is looking for an 

energetic and spiritual individual to work 

with our Middle and High School Youth as 

our Youth Director. 
 

This is a part-time, flexible position! 
 

For more information please email:  

Rev. Rick Oberle:  rick@bemchurch.com 
 

Resumes can be mailed to the church 

Attention:  Christian Education Committee 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO  65066 

 

BEM CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
Alan Shotwell, President; Peggy Farrell, Vice President; Faye Howard, Secretary;  

Dyana Glaser, Treasurer; Dan Lenauer & Patrick Thompson, Trustees;  

Hester Tayloe, Pastor/Parish Relations Committee Representative 

Rev. Richard Oberle, Pastor 

EMMAUS HOMES-  

FY 2015-2016 BY THE NUMBERS 
 

Revenues:   

Program Services & Gov’t Funds: $26,128,762 

Fundraising, Grants, Bequests: $1,337,879 

Investment Income:  $524,113 

Other Income:   $5,356,732 

Total Income:   $33,347,486 
 

Expenses: 

Residential Care (day to day) $24,905,927 

Recreation Programs  $278,418 

Administration (6.5%)  $2,654,361 

Fundraising (1.9%)  $564,837 

Total Expenses:   $28,403,543 
 

Investments: 

FY 2012 $11,892,564 FY 2013   $12,932,290 

FY 2014  $14,573,273 FY 2015   $13,749,808 

FY 2016 $16,042,244 
 

Clients:         Houses: 

Total Served by Emmaus 292  78 

 Marthasville Campus 67  11 

 Community Houses 225  67 

 Female:  179 Male:  113 

Employees:  496 Direct Support Professionals 

 74 Home Managers 99 Administrative Staff 
 

 

mailto:rick@bemchurch.com
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JUNE SERVICE SCHEDULE  Flowers: Peggy Schafer 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH    

6/1- Alexander Oberle; 6/2- Andrew Huellinghoff, Scott Branson; 6/4- Dean Kreter;  

6/5- Pastor Rick Oberle, Keith Glaser; 6/6- Emma Layman;   

6/7- Hester Tayloe, Casey Heying; 6/8- Avery Kelley; 6/9- Max Altemeyer;      

6/10- Bill Mitchell, Nancy Carl, Jennifer Steinman; 6/11- Matthew Spurgeon;  

6/13- Kevin Huebner, Taylor LaValle; 6/14- Gavin Mantels; 6/15- Pam Idel, Ryan Baxter;  

6/17- Tim Ley; 6/19- Bernice Stockglausner; 6/20- Rita Licklider;  

6/21- Wyatt Kramme; 6/22- Jordyn Mittelhauser, James Koepke, Dawn Kreter, Ted Crosby;  

6/23- Allison Baker, Brandon Czeschin; 6/24- Carly Jo Copeland, Amy Kinman,  

6/25- Jill Oberkamp; 6/26- John Kreter, Ray Oldfather;  

6/27- Eva Gehlert, Waylon Kohrmann, Emmett Murphy;  

6/29- Matt Fletcher; 6/30- Mal Huebner, Sara Whelan  …Happy Birthday!  
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH   
6/2- Linda & Mike Thiedke; 6/3- Fran & Mal Huebner; 6/9- Sara & Tim Whelan;  

6/10- Dorathea & Jim Koepke; 6/11- Sharon & Russ Bacon, Vicki & Larry Branson;  

6/14- Margaret & Dennis Frahm, Kim & Rick Oberle, Jan & Jack McQueen; 

6/17- Dana & Clay Chapman; 6/19- Peggy & Jim Schafer;  

6/21- Anita & Kris Altemeyer; 6/24- Tina & Dan Lenauer;  

6/28- Jennifer & Corey Steinman, Renee & Brandon Shaw; 6/29- Brandi & Chris Lauth 

… Happy Anniversary! 

ATTENDANCE   

Jan 8 141 Feb 5 77  March 5 120 April 2 89  May 7  101 

Jan 15 49 Feb 12 117 March 12 116 April 9 78  May 14 106 

Jan 22 96 Feb 19 99  March 19 116 April 16 229 May 21 86 

Jan 29 127 Feb 26 133 March 26 131 April 23 100 May 28 

         April 30 60 

Averages:             

2017: 103 2017: 107 2017:  121 2017: 111 2017: 98 

2016: 90 2016: 90  2016:  118 2016: 80  2016: 85

Nursery Workers: 
 

6/4:    Laurie McFalls  

         & Anita Altemeyer 

 

6/11:  Shyla Baxter  

         & Megan Silvers 

 

6/18:   Wendy Mehrhoff 

         & Tina Lenauer 

 

6/25:   Nancy Jenkins 

           & Dyana Glaser 

Greeters: 
 

The Clay Chapman  

& Megan Silvers Families  

 

The John Kreter 

Family 

 

The Dee Ruegge, JoAnn Cornman  

& Kristie Lenauer Families  

 

The Lee Kreter    

&  Bruce Chapman Families 

Lay Reader: 

 
Laurynn Tallent 

 

 
Alan  Shotwell 

 

 

 

Teresa Ringeisen 
 

 
 

Taylor Wildebrandt 

Acolytes: 
 

TJ Whelan 

      & Grace McFalls 

 

Lindsey Oberle 

      & Allisen Chapman    
 

Gracie Schultz    

      & Sydney Silvers 

 

Macen Blankenship 

      & Garret West 
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BEM CHURCH FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
 

General Fund  

Balance as of 4-15-17  $5889 

Income:  Offering   $10,313 

Endowment Draw $5000 

Fundraisers  $812 

Rentals   $265 

Tower   $650 

Youth Reimbursement $624 

Reimbursements $2426 

Total Income   $20,902 

Expense:  Budgeted items ($24,420) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $2371 
 

Building Fund 

Balance as of 4-15-17  $3405 

Donations   $153 

Expense:  Round Tables ($580) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $2978 
 

Memorial/Gift Fund 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $1642 
 

Memorial/Gift Fund CD 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $1527 
 

Jamaica Fund CD 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $1017 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Balance as of 4-15-17  $1731 

Income:   Envelopes  $395 

Expenses: Mowing ($1000) 

  Misc.  ($220) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $906 
 

Cemetery Investment Funds 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $141,528 

Rippeto Estate Funds  $57,452 

Money Market    $19,455 

Certificates of Deposit  $66,983 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $143,890 
 

Quilters  

Balance as of 4-15-17  $3055  

Expenses:  Supplies  ($236) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $2819 
 

Youth Fellowship  

Balance as of 4-15-17  $1468 

Expenses:  Church Reimb. ($625) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $843 
 

 

Special Offering Fund 

Balance as of 4-15-17  $6138 

Income:  INESIN  $1886 

 Blanket Fund  $198 

 RMD House  $300 

 Agape Clinic  $140 

Expenses:  INESIN BBQ ($291) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $8371 
 

Hospitality Committee  

Balance as of 4-15-17  $701 

Expenses   ($195) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $506 
 

Hospitality Savings Account 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $588 
 

Mission & Social Concerns 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $1259 
 

Pastor’s Housing Equity Fund 

Checking Account  $3847 

United Church Funds  $8407 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $12,254 
 

Licklider VBS Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $19,164 

Checking Account Balance  $691 

United Church Funds  $19,584 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $20,275 

 

Rippeto Estate Mission Work Fund 

(Invested with United Church Funds) 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $86,028 

Expense:  Mission Work ($3500) 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $87,164 
 

Scholarship Fund 

Balance as of 1-1-17  $181,744 

Balance as of 5-15-17  $190,873 

 

Special Projects Totals (as of 5-15-17) 

Parsonage Renovation  $96,682 

Handicapped Parking area $7975 

MoVal Health Center  $12,382 

 

(For information/balances/questions on other 

Rippeto Estate Funds, or any other financial 

questions, ask Carole in the church office- or a 

Church Council Member!)



The Scoop- June, 2017 

 

St. John’s, Bem United Church of Christ- June/July 2017 Calendar 

Summer Schedule begins 6/4- Coffee and fellowship at 9:00; Worship at 9:30 
 

May 31 Confirmation Class- with lunch; Ginny Brown Daniel, Guest  10:30am-2:00pm 

June 1 Grape Country Cluster at Zion UCC     2:00pm 

June 2 Woollam Church Picnic 

June 3 Open House at Parsonage/Shelby’s graduation party   2:00pm-??? 

June 4 Pentecost!  Wear RED to Church! 

 Summer Schedule begins-  

   Coffee and fellowship time at 9:00am; Worship is at 9:30am 

 Pentecost Party and Carry-in meal after worship- bring a dish! 10:30am 

June 6 Confirmation       10:30am 

June 8-10 Conference Annual Gathering in Columbia, MO  

June 13 Confirmation       10:30am 

 Owensville/Rosebud Ministerial Alliance at FBC   10:30am 

June 14 Membership Care Committee Meeting    1:00pm 

June 20 Confirmation       10:30am 

 Mission Committee Meeting     6:30pm 

June 25 60
th
 Birthday of the United Church of Christ 

June 30-July 4 31
st
 General Synod of the United Church of Christ in Baltimore, MD 

July 6 Confirmation       10:30am 

July 9-15 Pastor Rick Directing Middle School Camp at MoVal 

July 13 Confirmation at Camp MoVal     10:30am-2:00pm 

July 27 Youth work Ice Cream Stand at Gasconade County Fair  2:00-6:00pm 

July 28 Bem Church work food stand at Gasconade County Fair  2:00-6:00pm 

Quilting Every Tuesday 9:00am-12:00pm 

 

St. John's United Church of Christ 

1944 Bem Church Road 

Owensville, MO 65066 

 

 

 

 

 

 


